To view the live service, please visit https://www.facebook.com/CentralWoodward at 10:30 am.

Central Woodward Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
3955 West Big Beaver Road Troy, Michigan 48084
**Masks are required for in-person worship.**

January 2, 2022
Second Sunday after Christmas
Prelude
Welcome

The Church Gathers
Pastor Glen

*Litany for a New Day in Regional Ministry
Anne McCauslin
L: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, this is a day of rejoicing. We step out together to
consecrate a new venture. Trusting in God’s Holy Spirit to transform us, we will
consecrate the joint adventure of the Michigan Disciples and the Illinois/Wisconsin
Disciples regions in a New Day in Regional Ministry. May it honor God in all ways.
P: We, the members of the churches of the Michigan Disciples and
Illinois/Wisconsin Disciples regions envision new ways of engaging in
Regional Ministry that will broaden our services, enlarge our contributions to
the work of each church in their worship, justice work, service to local and
global communities, and enhance our study of the Word.
L: There are new relationships to build and expanded uses of resources to explore and
share.
P: We, the members of the churches of the Michigan Disciples and
Illinois/Wisconsin Disciples regions, with glad and grateful hearts, present
this New Day in Regional Ministry to be consecrated to the glory of God and
for service in strengthening God’s people for discipleship and ministry.
L: About 2 years ago, the Michigan Disciples determined that there were insufficient
finances to support a full time Regional Minister in the upcoming years. A task force
studying and praying over this dilemma heard the Spirit suggest a covenant partnership
with another region for the sharing of regional responsibilities without becoming one
large region.
P: This partnership of covenant would not be a merger of the 2 Regions that
would comingle assets and finances, but rather a new way of doing regional
ministry- still as 2 separate regions partnering with each other under the
leadership of one Regional Minister.
L: Each of the two Regions will remain autonomous regions and will share a Regional
Minister, share other resources, talents and programming to create a new way, in this
New Day, of doing Regional Ministry.

P: The New Day of doing Regional Ministry provides many opportunities to
form new relationships between the churches of each region and new
relationships between the churches across both regions.
L: The new relationships will provide new pathways for the movement of the Holy
Spirit, enriching all the forms of ministry and service called forth in each region.
P: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, let us celebrate this New Day in Regional
Ministry and rejoice in its holy use.
L: We consecrate this New Day in Regional Ministry.
P: For the Work of the Regional Minister for the support of both RegionsL: For new relationships and connectionsP: In faith, that all our congregations will be strengthened and inspiredL: In gratitude for the labor of all who love and serve Your church, those who heard this
call to a New Day in Regional Ministry and those who have structured this New Day in
Regional Ministry to support and engage in regional ministryP: We rejoice in this New Day in Regional Ministry.
All: (with exuberance) IT’S NOT A MERGER; IT’S A COVENANT PARTNERSHIP!
*Opening Hymn:
We Three Kings
172 (v. 1,5)
1 We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor
and mountain, following yonder star.
Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
5 Glorious now behold him arise, Christ and God and sacrifice: alleluia, alleluia, sounds
through the earth and skies.
[Refrain]
*Invocation Prayer

Sharing in God’s Word

Anthem

Anne McCauslin
The Chancel Choir

How We Got Here – It’s Not a Merger!

Video

Scripture

Isaiah 42:9

Sermon

New Beginnings

*Invitation Hymn:

Rev. Dr. Teresa Dulyea-Parker

Spirit

Refrain:
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness blow through the wilderness, calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

249 (v. 1,3)

Continued…

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you coaxed up the mountains
from the valleys of sleep, and over the eons, you called to each thing, “Awake from your
slumbers and rise on your wings”
[Refrain]
3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, then you whispered in silence when the
whole world was still, and down in the city you called once again when you blew through
your people on the rush of the wind.
Covenant Prayer for The Christian Church in Illinois/Wisconsin and The Christian Church
in Michigan
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens,
General Minister and President,
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the US and Canada
Gracious and loving God,
In everything we give thanks, and in this moment, we give thanks for two parts of the
body of Christ: these two regions, the Christian Church in Illinois/Wisconsin and the
Christian Church in Michigan. Jesus calls us to love one another as he has loved us,
for this is how the world will know we are his disciples.
We pray for this partnership that it might call each congregation, each minister, to
consider your limitless love as a call to bring forth the kingdom of God on the earth. May
each one see the endless possibilities you provide that are before us because of that
love. May we see new ways to collectively work and advocate for change and a
dismantling of those sins that keep us from living wholly into your call to love our
neighbor.
Lord, let us stand up for one another, joined in discipleship, prepared to live and serve
together, beyond geography, beyond our differences. May we be for one another
strength, comfort, encouragement, challenge and peace as we live out our calling as
followers of Jesus Christ. And may your Spirit fill and inspire us to live into the covenant
of love that binds us to you and to one another.
In the name of Jesus the Christ, we pray, Amen.

Giving and Receiving Gifts
Hymn of Preparation:
As with Gladness
173 (v. 1,3)
1 As with gladness sages bold did the guiding star behold; as with joy they hailed its
light, leading onward, beaming bright; so, true Morning Star, may we evermore your
splendor see.
3 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger plain and bare, so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin's alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you from whom
they spring.

Call to Stewardship

John McCauslin

Stewardship is an important part of Christian life; our financial offerings not only
support the ministry of the church but serve as an expression of faith and trust in
the God who provides. For in-person worship, please place your offerings in the
baskets at the back of the church upon exiting. For those worshiping online, you
may mail in your offerings or use our Givelify app, found on the website.
Call to Communion and Words of Institution

John McCauslin

Prayer

John McCauslin

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Sharing of Bread and Cup:

Jesus Christ invites all who are present, in person and online, to join with him at
the communion table. For in-person worship, you may use your own elements or
the pre-packaged elements of bread and juice. If worshiping online, we invite you
to participate using elements from home.
Prayer after Communion:
As we go from this table, gracious Host, let the word of Christ dwell in us
richly; help us learn your wisdom; let our hearts be filled with gratitude and
praise. Amen.
*Closing Hymn:
Go Tell It on the Mountain
167 (vs. 1,3)
Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on the mountain, that
Jesus Christ is born.
1 While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold throughout the
heavens, there shone a holy light. [Refrain]
3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that
blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]
*Benediction

Pastor Glen

Postlude
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We are an open and affirming congregation.
This Week at Central Woodward
For more calendar details, check
centralwoodwardchristian.com/calendar.
Sun Jan 2

Sun Jan 9

10:30a Worship Service (Both inperson and online.)
Youth Sunday School
11:45a Adult Sunday School
10:30a Worship Service (Both inperson and online.)
Youth Sunday School
11:45a Adult Sunday School

Prayer Requests
Health, Healing & Support:
Karin Diepholz, Nancy Fisher,
David Heym, Ruth Mills,
Fran Precup, Dick Zimmerman
Christian Church Michigan Region

CWCC provides a confidential
prayer chain. Contact Marge at
margeham@att.net or 586-7997360 for more information.

Sun Jan 16 10:30a Worship Service (Both inperson and online.)
Youth Sunday School
11:45a Adult Sunday School
Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday, January 9

Sunday, January 16

Baptism of Jesus
Rev. Susan Menko

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Eugene James

Scripture: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Sermon: Come, Holy Spirit, Come!

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Sermon: It’s All Good

Central Woodward Christian Church is a
Stephen Ministry Congregation.

Central Woodward is signed up with Givelify,
the mobile giving app for places of worship
and charities.
https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MjEy
ODA=/selection

