LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
2021

CENTRAL WOODWARD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3955 WEST BIG BEAVER ROAD, TROY, MI 48084

Dear Friends and Family of Central Woodward Christian Church,
Here we are, entering the Holy Season of Lent, and we do so from a place of pandemic
and quarantine. And transition. The challenges we face as individuals and as a faith
community are profound. Reflection and prayer are needed now more than ever. No
matter how bleak the days may appear, we must trust our faith in the hope of Jesus
Christ, and in the vision of the Kingdom to come, for it has been said that faith is the
defeat of probability by the power of possibility. Let continue on this journey through the
wilderness, embracing the challenges and the possibilities.
The assembly of this book has been a special challenge, the difficulty of soliciting
contributions and not being able to see and speak with potential contributors. As a result
this edition is drawn mostly from past years contributions. Also, because we cannot
conveniently seek and receive permission from authors in prior years, and in light of the
fact that this edition will be delivered to most users electronically, it was deemed
appropriate to indicate that authorship of each selection is anonymous.
Please join with me and with our contributors in a reflective walk together, sometimes in
the wilderness, sometimes in the Garden. Let us learn to be still, and, through the storms
let us listen for the still small voice of God as it whispers within our hearts.
Hopefully you will find comfort and meaning in the following pages. As always the
assembly of this booklet is a labor of love, and I am grateful for the opportunity to work
with all of the writers and contributors in putting it together.
God of Covenant and forgiveness,
Be with us as we engage with you and with each other, holding securely to
your love. Help us to walk humbly with you, moving ever and always toward
the Kingdom you have prepared for us.

Blessings,
John McCauslin
February 14, 2021

Monday, February 15, 2021
Romans 8:26-27
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.
The Spirit is yours; the one we keep lit with love,
which we nurture or destroy as we live.
Your Spirit is your piece of the Divine within and a part of you.
It reminds us, constantly, that the world is bigger than us and our lives.
It reminds us with “sighs too deep for words” that selfish want and genuine prayer are
different.
Because don’t we believe that God, Elohim, wills the best for Their creation?
Our cardinal employ was to care for the garden,
to treat our home with respect
so it could continue to sustain us and to grow.
The little voice of God urging us ever toward a righteous path,
whether or not we listen is another matter altogether. †

...with sighs too deep for words...
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Tuesday, February 16, 2021
Joel 2:12-13
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
As I read this, I feel a sense of awe, a deep desire to BE in that place of closeness with our
Lord, to come away from the busyness of my life and return to that place of peace and love. I
think of some of the feelings and emotions that I/we may have felt in only one day...or week:
- Concern about a friend recuperating after surgery
- Concern about an adult child’s happiness
- Concern about children’s success in school and activities and their developing
emotional growth
- Concern because time seems to go too quickly to do all that I perceive
that I need to do
- Concern about where this life is going and what can happen in
the future
- Grief because a sweet being is leaving this world
- Wondering how I can make sense of all that I see in this world...the hungry, the
abused, the suffering in so many ways
And then as I read, “Return to me with ALL your heart.” I feels as if some tightness
around my heart begins to relax a bit, perhaps begins to “let go.” Of course, I don’t let go
of the caring, but rather allow this infinite love and grace to transform my heart from
frustration into a state of loving compassion. And so, I/we return to this place of sweet
closeness and know that it is from here that I may be able to serve others much more.
Dear LORD,
I come today with all of my concerns, my fears, my grief and my frustrations,
and allow your infinite grace and love to transform my heart into loving
compassion for all your creation. Today, may I be a channel for your peace
and love. Amen †

C O M P A S S I O N
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Wednesday, February 17, 2021
ASH WEDNESDAY
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you
have no reward from your Father in heaven. "So whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they
may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you
give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. "And
whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.”
*****
Let us not wail and moan in public, but keep our
supplications private. God will see you and reward you.
When you give alms to the poor, or give of yourself to
the church, do not do it for the show for others, keep it
private. God will see you and reward you.
And when you pray, do it in private, in shouts, in
whispers, or in silence. God will see and hear you and
you will be rewarded.
When you fast, don't do it for show for others, keep it
private. God will see you and reward you.
Worship God in humility. God will see, and hear, and you will be rewarded. †
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Thursday, February 18, 2021
Genesis 6:11-14
11 In God's sight, the earth had become corrupt and was filled with
violence. 12 God saw that the earth was corrupt, because all creatures
behaved corruptly on the earth. 13 God said to Noah, "The end has come
for all creatures, since they have filled the earth with violence. I am now
about to destroy them along with the earth, 14 so make a wooden ark. Make
the ark with nesting places and cover it inside and out with tar.

An Ark of Salvation?
Upon further reflection, is it wise to offer the story of Noah and the Ark to children? The
child's version says little about judgment. There is just this funny looking boat, filled with
animals (and who doesn't like animals?). There is also that rainbow at the end of the story,
and who doesn't like rainbows?
As recorded in scripture, the story is very different. God looks at creation and determines
that a horrible mistake has been made. Since creation is corrupt and violent, God decides
to erase almost everything and start over. Of course, we know that in this story not
everything is destroyed. God decides to keep a foundation for a new creation. God looks
at creation and decides that Noah and his family is the best choice for building a new
creation. While you need humans for the next chapter, you also need other animals. So,
God asks Noah to make that ark so that all the species can enter, two by two. That's not
part of this reading, but why else build an ark with "nesting places"?
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The sanitized version has become a beloved child's tale, but what are we to do with the
real story? What does it say about God? What does it say about humanity, that despite
God's decision to start over with Noah, nothing changed. The world soon became corrupt
and violent. In fact, Noah himself becomes a drunkard, and curses his sons.
I embrace the premise that God is love. While I can reconcile love and judgment, I'm not
sure I can make sense of this story as told in scripture. The rainbow at the end of the story
is supposed to remind God that the next time God get's angry, water won't be the means
of punishment. Tell that to the people of Houston and Puerto Rico and Montecito, who
might feel as if they have been subject to some form of divine judgment (and I'm sure
there is someone, somewhere, making that case). Of course, these events may have some
relationship to human involvement with climate change, but let us not call it divine
judgment.
Ultimately, I'm not sure I can reconcile the Noah story with my theology. I cannot
conceive of God wiping out all of creation with water or fire. On the other hand, I can
conceive of God bringing hope out of chaos. I can also conceive of humanity responding
to God's love so that we might participate with God in the transformation of an often
corrupt and violent world. †
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Friday, February 19, 2021
Genesis 9:17
"This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all the flash that is on earth."
The rainbow. An everlasting sign of the unilateral covenant establish by the creator, the
covenant between God with humans "and every living creature of all flesh, that the waters
will not become a flood to destroy all flesh."
We are taught that God created humanity to be stewards of the earth - not just of the
Garden of Eden, but of the whole of the earth, because the whole of the earth is God's
Garden. The duty of a steward is to manage and protect the property and wealth of the
master. The wealth of God, for which God appointed humans as stewards, is not money
or gold, but the Garden itself. Humanity's essential purpose is to preserve and protect the
wealth of God, that is, to care for God's Garden, and every living creature in it, including
humanity itself. While it may surprise some, humans were not created to preserve and
pursue our own self interest but to preserve and pursue the interests of the Creator, and
Scripture teaches us that those interests are primarily the management and preservation of
God‘s creation, of God‘s Garden, and of all God's creatures.
The garden is not ours to exploit, degrade or destroy; creatures are not ours to exploit,
degrade or destroy; and humanity was not created to be exploited, degraded or destroyed.
The garden and every creature in it were created by God not as a gift to humanity but
humanity was created as a gift to the garden, to steward it and care for it and for all the
creatures in it, and for all the people in it.
The garden and all of the creatures of the earth were created by God and they are each
treasured by God because they are treasures of God. And it is no surprise that we see
God unilaterally establishing a covenant that promises to all creatures that God will not
use the waters to flood the earth and destroy all of the creatures God created. I wonder if
universal flood was the worst calamity the ancients could imagine?
The rainbow is a wonder of nature itself, the natural refraction of light into its constituent
colors. I see in this wonder of nature the truth that light, and goodness, and people, and
especially the grace of God, come in all colors - even when we are only able to see one.
Beneath the surface, beneath all that we can perceive with our senses, is the incredible
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truth of DIVERSITY, not only human diversity but biodiversity – and this symbol is placed
in the sky not just as a remarkable display, but as a reminder of the complexity of God‘s
love, and as a visual demonstration of the diversity designed into God‘s creation, on
purpose, and for a purpose: that as God's stewards, we are to care for, preserve, and
nurture the treasures of God, in all of their complexity, in all of their diversity. I can only
pray that I will always see the love of God when I see the rainbow God created.
Dear Almighty Creator, the Genesis stories tell of your great and everlasting
love for this creation. In the life of Jesus we learn about your unconditional
love and grace and we are humbled and encouraged to love our neighbors
as you have loved us. May our lives reflect your love and your promises,
just as the clouds reflect the sunlight and form unending circles of cascading
colors. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen †
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Saturday, February 20, 2021
2 Chronicles 7:13-14
13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the
locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my
people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.
Many of you know that cancer is my pestilence. I was new to Michigan; there were no
relatives nearby. I was frantic, scared and alone. In prayer I heard the answer - "Call a
Stephen Minister. Go to your church family."
I am independent to a fault. I was in charge. God taught me a thing or two. I learned
that I could turn to him and his angels. There was peace, confidence and the warm
embrace of angel wings to envelop me and bear me up.
Seven years passed and my independence and take charge attitude returned with the
complacency that I had been cured. After all, I had been blessed, hadn't I?
Then WHACK, God set me down again with the pestilence, cancer. Pulled up short, I
went to God again in prayer. Again the answer was - "Go to your church family. Use
Stephen Ministry."
"But God," I said, "we don't have a Stephen Ministry anymore." "Then you start one. I will
supply your needs." Miracle after miracle happened. Then my last active Stephen Minister
appeared at the hospital. I healed physically and began to search out a way to get to
Leadership training. Monies flowed in for my husband and I to go to training. A generous
donor funds us regularly so we can furnish our Stephen Ministers with all their supplies at
no cost to them, to buy them each a New Testament and Psalms to carry on their visits,
and in the future, and pay for speakers for continuing education.
God heard my cries for help. He healed me and he healed Stephen Ministry at CWCC.
Now he is healing CWCC.
HALLELUIA!
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Great Healer,
For your unending forgiveness, we give you thanks.
For welcoming us back after we have sinned,
we give you thanks.
For hearing us above the din of the world
and our own braggadocio,
we give you thanks.
For healing us, we give you thanks.
Amen †
[Edited to preserve anonymity.]
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Sunday, February 21, 2021
Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased." And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild
beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus
came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, "The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news."
And so begins the ministry of Jesus according to the Gospel of Mark, the earliest gospel.
Interestingly Matthew and Luke record the event with more detail, having Jesus quote from
the prophet Isaiah, saying: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of
the Lord's favor.” Luke 4:18-19.
From Isaiah Jesus draws the outline of the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom that lifts up the
poor and the marginalized, the Kingdom that loves the stranger, the hungry, the homeless,
and the outcast.
"The kingdom" or "realm" indicates that this concern for an outreach and uplifting effort
for the underclasses will be incorporated into governance itself. The Gospel and Isaiah
before, does not imagined that such effort will come so much from the work of individuals
but that the king, the sovereign, will guide the nation and its resources it and citizens in a
coordinated endeavor of compassion and fellowship for all, and especially for those who
perpetually find themselves the least cared for: the child, the poor, the stranger, the
hungry, the homeless, and the outcast.
If we truly seek the kingdom of God should we not do our best to see that kingdom
brought forward in our time and place? Should we not pray that the kingdom of God
coming to being "on earth as it is in heaven?" Jesus points in the direction that God would
have us go in seeking out God‘s kingdom/realm. It is not a place so much as a way of life,
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the way of living is individuals, a way of being in community with one another,
communities which include the outcasts and the strangers, and the loved and the unloved.
In the Kingdom each of the children of God are invited to the table and the table is not
complete set, nor the meal truly ready until all are seated.†
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Monday, February 22, 2021
Genesis 17:1-5, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and
said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous." Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, "As for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your wife, you shall not call her Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of
peoples shall come from her."”

One phrase that I stumbled over as I read this passage is God telling Abraham to “walk
before me and be blameless.” In my mind I tried to picture this: If I met up with God
would I want to turn my back on God? Wouldn't I want to be following God? If I were in
front, how could I be sure God would be following? Why would God follow me?
Then I thought about Jesus' entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. I remembered how the
people went before him dancing joyfully, calling out attention to Jesus and laying coats and
palm leaves on the ground for him to walk on. Is this what God was intending here?
Does God envision Abraham going before God as a herald?
One scholar indicated that this phrase may mean “to be devoted to the service of God.”
So God is commanding Abraham to use the rest of his life in serving God. What would
that have looked like for Abraham? Abraham did not go to seminary, he did not have a
temple or church in which to worship, he did not even have a sacred writing to refer to.
What would it look like for us to “Walk before God, or be devoted to the service of God?”
What constitutes devoted service? Am I devoted to the service of God, or to the service
of something else?
And, I wonder, what does the charge to “be blameless” add to the equation? Is it a
synonym for serving God? If you act in God's service are you blameless? Does it mean
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sinless? Abraham did not have the Ten Commandments to guide him, nor did he have the
Torah. I did not find a scholarly reference about being blameless.
There is no direct indication that it meant sinless which is where my mind goes upon
hearing the word. In a New Testament, eschatological sense, Jesus is our final Judge;
before him we will all end up. Jesus has the ultimate power to label us blameless or not.
And I realize, if we didn't sin at all there would be nothing to decide, no reason to be
called blameless/sinless. Maybe God is not commanding Abraham (and us) not to sin at
all, but God is letting us know that if we have a heart or an intent to be devoted to God,
we may be held blameless for our sins.
I was reminded of John's Gospel story about
Jesus and the woman caught in adultery.
After all her accusers had left Jesus looked at
her and said “neither do I condemn you.”
(John 8:11) Jesus held her blameless. The
ultimate judgment from Jesus is one of mercy
and forgiveness.
So too, may we have hope for mercy, a
judgment holding us blameless. We not only
have the Ten Commandments and the Torah,
we have the example of Jesus to guide us in
devoted service to God. Love God with all
we have and all we are and love our neighbor
and we will be devoting our lives to God's
service. I don't know if God knew when
giving us this command that it would be so
difficult for us to obey, but in Jesus we are given “second chances” and the promise of
forgiveness.
Oh Mighty and Steadfast God, the God of our father Abraham,
Soften our hearts, and encourage our spirits to devote our words and our
actions to your service, loving you and loving our neighbor as you love us.
May all we are and all we do bring GLORY TO YOU, OUR AWESOME
GOD! In Jesus' service we pray, Amen †
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Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Isaiah 43:1-3
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by
name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
This year as strife seems to be everywhere in both political and within and between
religions. I find this passage comforting for those of us that choose the way of Jesus. It is
perhaps human nature to be afraid or at least wary of that which we do not understand.
Here God assures Jacob that he was formed (created) by God. Many of us read right over
that phrase, it's a given. But there are many people who need that very assurance, that
they are created by a loving God and are loved by God no matter what struggles they (We)
go through in life.
Most of us read right over that phrase because we are privileged to know and take for
granted that we are created in God's image. Some of us however, find it refreshing and
reassuring that we are created by God and in God's image. This is because many people in
churches have told us that we are not welcomed much less loved by God. Or perhaps
worse, told you can attend church and of course give in the offering but don't even think
about leadership or any level of responsibility because you are “less than.” Most of the
time this isn't said out loud – but it is certainly communicated. Now we see the value in
such assurances, Jacob needed assurance and
so do we.
We are created by God in the very image of
God. We are assured that God will see us
through the waters and the fire. In what ever
way we struggle God promises to help us
through the problems in life. †
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Wednesday, February 24, 2021
Mark 8:31-33
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."
Peter rebuked Jesus, OMG.
Is it any wonder that sometimes WE are mad at God? Peter had Jesus right there, Jesus
said "This is gonna happen," was Peter out of place? Maybe you think so. Maybe, though,
he was just mad at God for letting this happen. When Jesus spoke up to him he mentioned
that Peter was speaking and thinking as a human, hard for US not to do, and that he
should be dwelling instead on "The plan." THE DIVINE PLAN.
We go through life worrying about stuff that we can't fix anyway. Let it go, let's dwell on
Jesus instead. He is the Teacher! †
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Thursday, February 25, 2021
Micah 6:8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?
This verse speaks to the actions that result from the heart’s motivation.
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good…” Preceding verses in Micah reveal that the
people were trying to find ways to please God, mostly through rituals. They had lost sight
of their spiritual heritage and moreover, their dependence on God. For example,
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, which is The Shema, commands the people to love God with all their
heart, and to remember God throughout the day. Psalm 89:14 describes God’s character
in terms of a foundation of righteousness and justice;
steadfast love and faithfulness. Micah 6:8 is not giving
the people new information, but recalling them to God’s
original purpose for them.
“What does the Lord require of you…” We are to
replicate God’s character of loving kindness,
righteousness, and justice as we go about our lives.
“to walk humbly with your God…” Daily life is not
separate from being in relationship with God, which
means seeking justice and mercy for others, and putting
ourselves last. It requires a change of heart from loving
ourselves to loving others.
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Micah 6:8 is often used to promote social justice. Certainly, the visible results of living
out this verse benefits others. Doing what God requires of us means actively seeking ways
to be kind and to seek justice for others. Today’s news is full of instances of incivility and
injustice, however, instead of despairing over it, we can affect change by making a
difference to the lives of those around us. Whether we volunteer with an organization or
check on a friend who is ill, opportunities to show God’s character to others are plenty.
Anyone who has visited Rochester College and been to the Student Center or Theatre will
have passed by Micah 6:8 displayed on the wall. I see it several times a week. A 1999
RC alumnus said, “This particular verse was the verse you memorized as a freshman in Dr.
David Fleer’s Survey of Old Testament class. He would repeat it often; you couldn’t help
but memorize it.” I love the idea that we understood what God requires of us so clearly
that we couldn’t help but do it too.

Dear God,
Make me an instrument of mercy and justice,
showing loving kindness to all.
Amen. †
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Friday, February 26, 2021
Matthew 25:37-40
37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?' 40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you
did it to me.'
Choices we make in our life are not always clear. What is right? What is wrong? How do
we measure our worth? By the size of our: Bank account? Pant size? I.Q? Twitter likes?
Facebook likes? How can we clarify what the Lord requires of us?
Trying to figure out what is clear or what is right or wrong for us could be wrapped up in
our abilities and gifts. Choose which of these categories fit for you: Look at these assets
and choose which are applicable for you.
I'm good at:
"Working with children. Listening/caring. Helping behind the scenes. Playing an instrument.
Problem solving. Coaching / teaching. Organizing / administering. Acting / singing. Sharing
my faith. Motivating/leading. Getting others involved. Crusading for a cause.
Peacemaking/reconciling. Cooking/homemaking. Teaching the Bible. Running a business.
Helping others start a business. Working with the elderly. Playing sports. Making people
laugh. Cheering others on. Raising money. Being sensitive to others."
(from the Serendipity Bible Study for Study Groups)
Now imagine if you could apply these choices to share Christ's love and do God's work.
We are given gifts to help one another. We all need to be freed up to do the work we
were put here to do, don't we?
"Every blade of grass has its angel that bends over it and whispers, 'grow, grow.'"
- The Talmud †
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Saturday, February 27, 2021
Psalm 22:23-28
You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he did not despise or
abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but
heard when I cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great
congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him. The poor shall
eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your
hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
LORD; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. For
dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.

We have no reason to fear God. And we hear it said often. Maybe because there are so
many ‘merciless God’ stories too. The reminder is always needed when things first
change. When God became more merciful and forgiving, when Christ died for us, we
became the recipients of this wonderful grace. And God wants us to share that grace.
Sharing grace, paying it forward; the idea that we don’t need reciprocity to do good things
- is it a vain hope? We are given so many directives to love and embrace God’s grace and
to pass it on. How many of those opportunities do we really take? “He has not despised
or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one;” (P22:24, NIV) It’s sometimes very
convenient to look the other way.
I read these verses as
cautioning against being
complacent, that I really
must work to be what
God has willed for me.
And even God knows that
people really only learn
one way; by making the
same mistake again and
again until enough of us
stop and resist.†
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Sunday, February 28, 2021
Romans 4:13, 20-25
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
... No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God
was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith "was reckoned to
him as righteousness." Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were
written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
“But through the righteousness of faith.“ God is gifted humanity with the possibility of
hope through a life of faith. We can walk through life blindly accepting all that happens,
the bad and the good, assuming that mere fate, chance, is the final arbiter of what
happens. We can roll the dice and see what fate will deliver, but, as we all know, the house
always wins and even the luckiest gambler will eventually lose it all.
But Paul reminds us of the truth about the faith of Abraham and the blessing that comes
from such faith. And not because Abraham followed the Commandments - this was well
before Moses – but just because Abraham had faith in the love of the Lord.
What is a life of faith? Going to church every Sunday? Reading the Bible? Resisting sin?
Forgiveness? Love? Compassion ministries? Surely each of these are important. But
according to Deuteronomy 28:47, sincere faith in God leads to a life spent serving God,
serving with joy and with goodness of heart, and serving in the celebration of the
abundance of all things. Sincere and genuine faith then is not sober, somber and joyless,
but celebratory, hope-filled, and lived intentionally aware of the true abundance which
surrounds us.
According to Rabbi Jonathan Sachs, a life of faith is

"a way of etching every day life with the charisma of holiness."
Let us be faithful, let us be joyful, and let us etch each day with the charisma of holiness! †
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Monday, March 1, 2021
John 15:12
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
Well, this seems pretty simple, not many words, and we’ve heard this all of our lives in
church and Sunday School and in Bible and other study groups. And yes, we do a pretty
good job of loving our partners, our spouses, our family members and our friends...most
of the time. However, I think that I have had to return to this verse probably more than
any other verse in the Bible!
So, how ARE we loved? I hear unconditionally! What about when I’ve spoken unkindly, or
was lazy, or was envious of another, or didn’t tell the WHOLE truth when it might have
helped, or was selfish, or even thought better of myself than another? I hear, YES, EVEN
THEN!
What a challenge to love all others THAT way! Somehow, it seems easier with those close
to us...most of the time. But, what about the irritating person at work, in our
neighborhood, or_______ How do we do that then?
Perhaps we need to return to the “Be still” and know that love is in and around us always,
as it is so with ALL of God’s creation. As we take these moments to “be still” with desire
to reconnect with this love, then we are more able to shed the perception of our
separateness and more able to see God in others.
Dear Lord,
I come today to be still
and allow my heart and
mind to reconnect with
your sweet love. In my
connection with you, may I
be open to knowing your
loving presence in all
others. And today, may I
pass your unconditional
love to all whom I meet.
Amen †
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Tuesday, March 2, 2021
Exodus 20:1-11
Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no
other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in
the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of
those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall
not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day,
and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any
work-you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated.

*************
There is a temptation to take the Ten Commandments out of their context and turn them
into rules for successful living or simply as moral guidance. That's not really what they
were intended to be. Here we have the first table of the Torah, the part that deals with our
relationship with the covenant-making God. The Shema (Deut. 6:4-5) calls for the people
of God to love God with their entire being. That law is reflected in these words, which
God delivered through Moses to the people of Israel, a people whom God brought "out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery." Therefore, God told Israel, that "you shall
have no other gods before me." Don't make idols. Don't use the name of God as a
talisman. Keep the Sabbath. God rescued Israel and seeks to be for Israel their God. If
they choose to reciprocate, these are the requirements.
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In Christ, we have been brought into the covenant. As Paul puts it, we have been grafted
into the vine that is Israel. We too are called upon to love God with all our being. No
idols. No using God's name as a guarantee of truthfulness. Just let your yes, be yes, and
your no, be no. As for the Sabbath. Well, I will admit, I struggle with that one. But if God
rests, then perhaps we should as well. Slow down, you move to fast! God desires to be in
relationship with us. The promise is that God is and will be faithful to that covenant. That
is good news. †
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Wednesday, February 28, 2021
Isaiah 56:1-7
1 Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my
salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 2 Happy is the mortal
who does this, the one who holds it fast, who keeps the sabbath, not
profaning it, and refrains from doing any evil. 3 Do not let the foreigner
joined to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely separate me from his
people"; and do not let the eunuch say, "I am just a dry tree." 4 For thus
says the LORD: To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the
things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I will give, in my house
and within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 6
And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the
Sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant-- 7 these I will
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
Wow, God is very clear in this passage of the importance of maintaining justice! Doing
what is right. As Christians we seek direction from scripture to define what is right and
what justice might look like. A long list of verses may come to mind. Jesus said "as you do
to the least of these you have done to me". That particular passage goes on to talk about
giving food, water, shelter/security, clothing and meeting other needs as acts of kindness
as if we were doing those acts of compassion to Jesus himself.
This after all was the ministry of Jesus and by extension the ministry of the church.
Unfortunately in our nation the definition of justice seems to be different for different
groups of people. Justice for the immigrants seems to be all but lost in our super charged
political discourse. God gives the foreigner a status that is much higher than what we
typically do!
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The culture of the Middle East, in the ancient world and today, is one that understood the
practice of hospitality as a key ingredient of the survival. Yes, one should be able to
depend on the kindness of strangers. I know that seems pretty foreign to us in the United
States today. We tend to fear those who we perceive as different, it doesn't help that our
current political climate stokes those fears even more. God however is clear that we are
to honor and care for the foreigners among us. I think back to the one hundred or so
Iraqi Chaldeans who were rounded up several months ago and are still being held captive
until a deportation hearing can be scheduled – keeping them from supporting their
families as they wait in detention. Many of these people face persecution in Iraqi for the
fact that they are Christian. Our treatment of these and of the children who were brought
here by their parents indicate what kind of people we are.
Do we care for the children who have known no other country but the United States? Do
we punish (deport) those who by no choice of their own came as children to a foreign new
land?
What would Jesus do? As we do to the least of these, we do unto Jesus! How do we treat
Jesus?
Dear God, Help us
to be a people who
maintain justice and
do what is right. Help
us to speak out in
love and kindness for
the immigrants, for
the children brought
to a foreign land.
Help us to be your
hands of love, your
voice of compassion.
Amen †
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Thursday, March 4, 2021
Matthew 22:37-40
He said to him,”You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
The first great commandment of Jesus that we should love our God with all our heart, soul
and mind is by far the easier of the two to follow. If we believe in God, how can we not
give him our all. The second great commandment is, by far, the harder of the two.
Love in the abstract is easy. I can say I love all the starving children in the world, but
can’t stand the bratty child next door. I never interact with a starving child on some other
continent. I may send money to help, but I don’t actually see the bony body, or hear the
whimpering cries for food. The bratty kid next door invades my space with tantrum,
screams or destructive actions to my property. Often, if we find the reason behind their
actions, we might see ways to help, a scared child could be comforted, a hungry child
could be fed or giving the parent a break might recharge their batteries so that he or she
could handle the situation . That would involve action on my part.
When I was 19, I changed churches. I had a major personality conflict with one of the
parishioners who I will call Joni. She was dogmatic and officious. I really didn’t like her.
With all the self-righteousness of a smug teenager, I declared that I couldn’t in good
conscious belong to a church that had someone like her as a member. As I matured, I
realized I was the jerk. I returned to my church after several years. I never did become
good friends with her, but I realized that she had many good qualities that I had never
allowed myself to see earlier. My relationship with her made I Corinthians 12 truly make
sense to me.
Yes, we are one body, but many parts. Each member works for God’s glory in their own
way. We need each other to complete God’s work. During my dad’s last year of life, she
visited with him every week. Since they were the same age, they often joked and laughed
about the things they had seen or done as young people. She gave my dad hope and
perspective that I never could have given him. I learned from her that treating her as my
neighbor didn’t mean I had to be her best friend, I just had to treat her with respect.
When I first got the nerve to tell her I didn’t agree with her, her response wasn’t mean. It
was to the effect that we don’t have to agree with everyone.
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God made us all different, but that doesn’t mean we have to be disagreeable. To love our
neighbor as ourselves requires action on our part. When someone presents a very
different point of view from mine I try to find out why. That gives me a base to start from.
Often, I find that my preconceived notions have nothing to do with how that person feels.
Then, I have to correct my thinking. Sometimes it’s as simple as the kid who was referred
to a psychologist because he drew nothing but dark pictures with a black crayon. When
asked why he chose the black crayon, he replied that black was the only color he had.
I try to always treat others with respect. Just the simple act of respecting a person may be
enough to have them rethink the way they treat people. With God’s help, being polite and
respectful is contagious.
Dear Jesus, Help me to always treat people as you would have me do.
Kindness and respect from most people could change the world.
It starts with one person. Help me to be that person.
In Your name, Amen †

CHOOSE
KINDNESS!
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Friday, March 5, 2021
1 Corinthians 6:12:19, 10:23-24
12 "All things are lawful for me," but not all things are beneficial. "All things
are lawful for me," but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 "Food is
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food," and God will destroy both
one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us
by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that whoever is united to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, "The two shall be one
flesh." 17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18
Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but
the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19 Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God,
and that you are not your own?
10: 23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are
lawful,” but not all things build up. 24 Do not seek your own advantage, but that
of the other.”
This is a very important Scripture about how we as Christians live our daily lives, especially
how our congregation wants to be viewed throughout the community.
The ideas of free will, selflessness and community. The idea of free will that people can
make their own choices, good or bad. In the context of this text I gather that yes you can
choose to do what you wish but the Christian thing is to do that which is beneficial for
your neighbor. The second verse deals with
uplifting the group before you seek out praise
for yourself. To me this is a growing problem
in today’s society. We are now a society that
idolizes individual achievements, while the
majority of the population is suffering.
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It’s easy to generalize this issue but it seems like Paul had the right idea: if we lift up our
brothers and sisters together we will succeed as one. Now I’m not saying try to change the
whole world in a day but start with little projects with church or work. I have found that
the best place to start working as a community is to listen. My task for you is to really
listen to the praises or concerns for others around you. Once you do that you can help lift
the community up as a whole. †

What I try to tell young people is that if you come together
with a mission, and its grounded with love and a sense of
community, you can make the impossible possible.
- John Lewis
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Saturday, March 6, 2021
Psalm 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.
3 They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In
the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5 It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to
run his course.
6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is
deprived of its warmth.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the LORD
are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of
the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are
firm, and all of them are righteous.
10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than
honey, than honey from the honeycomb.
11 By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will
be blameless, innocent of great transgression.
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in
your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
I love the beginning of this psalm. It reminds me of times I have gone outside on a clear
night, especially when I am away from the lights of the city, to look up at the star-studded
sky . . . my whole soul fills with awe - fearsome awe and wonder! The silent heavens
speak of the Glory of our God. There are universes out there, more numerous than I can
count or see. The dark, night sky displays this knowledge of our God. I am so minuscule
as to be nothing compared with the vastness of space out there, I am not and never could
be the center of importance and the dark sky silently shouts out that God is Greatest! It is
only the darkness of night that reveals this vastness of the creator, our God.
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Like the darkness of the sky, it is in the dark moments of my life, the moments of my
failings, my mistakes, my sadness, my abandonment, my loneliness, my pain, when I need
to hear and know God's greatness, that I really turn my eyes and soul outwards to find
God. †
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Sunday, March 7, 2021
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16
When Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram,
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou
perfect. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply
thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him
saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, And thou shalt be a
father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram,
but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made
thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee,
and kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between
me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. Then
Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child
be born unto him that is an hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is
ninety year old, bear?

God is said to know our names. God names us as creatures in whom God delights, as
precious, as utterly known and loved, whoever we may think we are (broken, shameful,
young, old). God knows who we really are and frees us and calls us to live into the name
that God has given us. By naming us, God is
calling us to discipleship.
God will be to his people the wisdom to guide,
the power to protect and support, and the
goodness to supply and comfort them. So we
need to trust what God gives us in our life. And
to understand life is a different journey for all of
us, but we all need that covenant with God. †
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Monday, March 8, 2021
Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people
spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we
detest this miserable food." Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The
people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the
LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from
us." So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, "Make
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live." So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.
The unknown... Fear... Uncertainty...
We like to know that we are going to be ok; we will have all the food we need, a warm
place to sleep and security so we won't be harmed.
The unknown... Fear... Uncertainty...
Change is difficult. It adds all these things into the picture and we don't know for sure
what is going to happen.
The unknown... Fear... Uncertainty...
When the Israelites left Egypt (gave up all they had ever known) all these things were
present, but they went anyway.
The unknown... Fear... Uncertainty...
In their journey there were many difficulties, but God protected and provided for them.
Some didn't make it, but the journey was long and hard.
The unknown... Fear... Uncertainty...
Our journey isn't as treacherous, but sometimes we need to make hard decisions and if we
ask for God's and Jesus' assistance we will come through just fine. †
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Tuesday, March 6, 2021
Psalm 107:19-20
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their
distress; he sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from
destruction.
Mindfulness.
Pay attention and you'll start noticing it everywhere. Mindfulness. You'll see it on the
newsstands. You'll find it mentioned in online social media. While shopping, it'll sneak into
your basket. Candles, yoga mats, coloring books, positive memes, art therapy,
make-your-own crafts, love yourself, there's hope, be good to others, you are wonderful, it
will be okay...
We are in pain. We cannot deny it. Scroll through today's Facebook and you'll see at least
one friend crying out for help... maybe two or more. You will always have a friend in need.
They are hurting, but your friend will not always accept the help you offer them. Cue
Mindfulness. Is Mindfulness love? It certainly appears to be. It is finding the inner peace
that you find yourself afraid to to let in. It is acceptance. Accept yourself as you are and
will you be happy? Forgive yourself and others... and love.
God loves us. Jesus loves me, this I know...
Many of my friends deny the love God offers us. They are in more pain that they need to
be. They do not accept that God could possibly love us. He is blamed for their pain. I
tend to blame Him for mine. How can He allow this to happen? What kind of God would
let so many things hurt us? We lose loved ones and homes and jobs and faith and security
and sense of self-worth and... the list goes on. What will God do about these losses?
Mindfulness.
God gives us Mindfulness. God gives us love. God provides us with coping mechanisms to
get through our pain... our despair. If we do not let God in and learn to love ourselves the
way He loves us, we will self-destruct.
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So share the positive memes. Light a candle for yourself or for a friend. Meditate. Color a
mandala. Sing a song. Hug a stranger. Fly a kite. Make a cut-out card and mail it. Read a
book. Relax. Jump on the bed. Breathe. Listen to yourself... and to God. God is still
talking. He is TRYING to save us while standing back and letting us save ourselves. His gift
of Mindfulness is the beginning. †
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Wednesday, March 10, 2021
John 2:13-21
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those
who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop making my
Father's house a marketplace!" His disciples remembered that it was written,
"Zeal for your house will consume me." The Jews then said to him, "What
sign can you show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it
up in three days?" But he was speaking of the temple of his body.
For forty-six years, the Temple in Jerusalem had been under construction, and for all of
those years the Jewish community had thought themselves righteous.
[And perhaps they are righteous, according to their interpretation of the Word of God,
which is neither better or worse than our own paths towards encounters with the Divine.]
Along comes Jesus who proclaims a different truth. He proclaims that cattle, sheep, and
doves are not necessary components of worship, that the trappings involved -- money
lending -- make something out of God's house than it really is.
And it is because Jesus' example that challenges the status quo, that he is willing to
sacrifice himself, his ego, his humanity and rebuild, that we must always be challenging our
own status quo in our worship. We must sacrifice the "way it has always been," our ego,
our investment in our long construction for the redemption of Jesus. Sacrifice these things
for deeper relationship with God and with each other.
When you're in church, ask yourself if what you're doing, what you're insisting must be
done, the expectations you hold for church -- ask yourself, "If this doesn't go the way I've
envisioned, the way it normally goes, will my connection to God be harmed?" And if the
answer is "Yes," perhaps you should consider if holding those expectations get in the way
of someone else experiencing their connection with God.
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Because the Jewish community held the idea that doves weren't as good of a sacrifice as
sheep, weren't as good as cattle. They also held that the burnt offering was essential to
worship. They would say that Jesus destroying the market place got in the way of worship.
But Jesus would point out that needing any intermediary got in the way of other's access to
God. Those who were poor, those who couldn't afford animal sacrifice, their connection
to God was diminished.
So when you're aghast at someone else's behavior in church, when it pulls you away from
your expectations, from your normal worship -- ask yourself, if I insist on this being the
way I expect... Will I prevent someone else from encountering God?
Sometimes your discomfort brings comfort to someone who has never found comfort and
acceptance in church. Perhaps letting something go you thought was essential will bring
someone else closer to God... And you as well. †
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Thursday, March 11, 2021
John 3:16-17
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”
John 3:16 was one the first verses I memorized as a child (in the King James “begotten
Son” version). I don’t remember much theological indoctrination behind it at the time
other than the simple fact that God loved me more than anyone - no matter what. Jesus
was God’s son sent into the world to help me out. Maybe that’s the point. My childlike
faith accepted a Bible verse as true, and I began living as if it were, without deliberation,
when it’s actually an overwhelming and unfathomable gift from God that some people balk
at.
Around middle school it was announced in Sunday School that we needed to memorize
verse 17 too. I felt this was encroaching on my special relationship and familiarity with
verse 16. How many Bible verses did a kid need? Little did I know that verse 17 would
come to have a very special relationship with me too.
There have been times in my life (and I wish I could say they are all behind me), when I’ve
felt alone and condemned: bullying at school, “unreasonable parents” as a teen, a
professor who treated me like an idiot, a colleague who made my life miserable, or my
own inner voice telling me I’m not good enough. That’s when verse 17 becomes an
anchor. The “God who loves me no matter what” in verse 16, gives me Jesus to help me
get through it all in verse 17. I don’t have to believe in myself, or what others think of
me; I have to believe in God. In the words of Max Lucado, “Don’t miss the invisible,
inward miracle triggered by belief.” (Lucado, M., 3:16 The Numbers of Hope (2007,
p.120) Thomas Nelson.)
I made a profession of faith years ago and know I will never be separated from God - I
have “salvation” - however, I am being saved daily through my relationship with God’s son
Jesus, revealed through reading the Bible, prayer, fellowship with other believers, and
personal experience. It’s an ongoing process, because I mess up plenty, however, I am not
condemned. Being corrected, or realizing I need to change is not the same. I have a
certainty that cannot be taken away.
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Today I have a deeper theological understanding of John 3:16-17, and I’m still learning.
My joy is deeper, and I am overwhelmed by God’s unfathomable gift. God loves me - and
you - no matter what.
Dear God, Thank you for loving us so much that you sent your son into this
broken world, to show us that you have a plan and purpose for our lives.
Help us to trust in you alone, and help us to show your love in our speech
and actions. Amen. †
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Friday, March 12, 2021
John 4:15
The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so I may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water."
I was in my early 20s when I found the place I felt closest to God.
My family was vacationing in Cape May, NJ. I yearned to watch the sun rise over the waves.
I awoke before dawn one morning, excited that I would succeed. Dressed, and with my
camera in hand, I made the trek to the waterfront on the beach. Before me was a long pile
of rocks, breaking the waves as the water tried to reach my toes. I sat quietly and let the
ocean air envelope me. Tiny birds, curious about this silent human, ran in circles around
me, not daring to come too close. Dolphins, relieved to not have splashing swimmers
interrupt their playfulness, swam close to the shore, diving over and under each other
gleefully. I was sure they were keeping a watchful eye on me from their short distance.
I felt God. I felt Him in the breeze whispering softly in my ears. He tickled my bare feet
beneath the sand. I breathed in His salty breath. He giggled next to me while the birds
chirped. My heart was light while I watched the dolphins... and the waves... and finally, the
bright sun peek over the low clouds on the horizon. The air in my lungs caught when I
realized just how close to Him I was.
This feeling... this closeness... it is something that I will always have with me. Life goes on,
and I am nowhere near this place by the waves, but I can still feel God in this memory
burning in my heart. I see pictures of the ocean and He nudges me. I read stories of others
meeting God and the waves overcome me. I let Him slip away and His dolphins sing to me,
drawing me back. His birds hug my soul
from above and behind and beside me,
wherever I may be.
Water gives us life. God gives us water. I've
verbally shared this experience with others
because the feeling is just so profound. I
may never go back to this spot in the sand
He is saving for me, but it will always be a
part of who I am. †
40

Saturday, March 13, 2021
Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God -- not the result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Mama shoulda named me Grace, ‘cause I’ve sure needed a lot of it.
But what does it mean to be lacking in faith? Does it mean questioning? Or does it mean
to be forgetful of things like structured, daily ritual and devotion? What about not being
diligent in study? Or even not allowing your faith to adapt? It can be so many things, and
life is so full of missed opportunities. Every day can contain a crisis of faith.
I fear I picked this verse for all the wrong reasons. When I started, it was another reason
why I need Grace. But the realization of seeing my griping for what it was allowed a
“good work” in me. And it is a wonderful gift, one that I seem to need often. To believe,
on its face, this idea of perfect forgiveness is daunting and it doesn’t lend itself to staying
on the straight and narrow. It’s almost permissive, knowing that you will be forgiven.
But we are made to do good works, we are told. We are made to be caretakers and one
day a global family in faith. We rail against this future, though. So many wish to divide and
cast blame and shame. How can we be made for good works when we choose otherwise?
Why do we choose otherwise? Are these the “cravings of our flesh”? (Ephesians 2:3) Is
this another way to lack faith?
My hope is that this passage means that God’s Grace is
extended to everyone, regardless of deed. That, even
though some go down ill-advised paths, maybe that
doesn’t define them. Maybe it means we are just trying out
this life for a short time and these little things we do are
truly trivial.
If only we could just believe the world a better place.
A faith that could save the world, that would be
something.†
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Sunday, March 14, 2021
Psalm 107:1-3
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures
forever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from
trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

Quite a few years ago, it became popular to do a “Gratitude Journal” every day. I thought I
could use that practice to become more grateful rather than often pessimistic! At first, it
was hard because I was focusing on all that needed TO BE done rather than on what was
going well.
Gradually, I was able to to see more and more to be thankful for. First, there were the
bigger things like good health news for a friend or myself or a kindness that I saw. Then it
became much finer for very small things like a few moments of sun or green lights on the
way to work! For myself and others, gratitude became so lengthy that the journaling ended
and our mind/heart gratitude continued. We even found that somehow, even in the difficult
situations, there always seemed to be some good that happened...manifesting love even in
those hard times!
As the verse speaks of directions, we remember that most of our families have roots from
other countries in all directions. They came from greatly troubled times in order to live with
more peace, love and purpose....And, here we are today!
Lord, we give thanks today for your
love that has redeemed us, our
families and others from troubled
times and which continues to
nurture us. May we have the eyes
to see and the mind to know your
love in and around us today and
the heart to hold all in gratitude.
Amen †
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Monday, March 15, 2021
Jeremiah 29:11-14
11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you
call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search
for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you
find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from
all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and
I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.
As I read this passage initially, I reflect upon the words:
PLAN, WELFARE, HOPE, FORTUNE
These are things the Lord provides for me. I praise the
Lord. I have the image of Him being with me always.
As I read the passage a second time, I reflect upon the words:
HEAR, SEEK, RESTORE, GATHER
These are actions the Lord takes for me. I thank the Lord. I have the image of Him lifting
me, working hard for me.
As I read the passage a third time, I reflect upon the phrases:
CALL UPON ME, SEARCH FOR ME, FIND ME
The third time is a charm, as it most importantly reveals what I must do for the Lord. I
must call upon Him, I must search for Him, I must find Him. I have the image of God
standing before me, with arms spread, with a smile on His face, saying, "Come to me."
I have the urge to walk, run, sprint into His outstretched arms. I see myself leaping into his
embrace shouting, "I love you, Father!" And, oh yes, there is a smile on My face!!!
I call upon each of YOU to do the same.... †
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Tuesday, March 16, 2021
John 12:23-27
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” 27 “Now
my soul is troubled. And what should I say– ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.”
How much is revealed in so few lines of verse.
As his time on earth was coming to its end, Jesus shared with his disciples his coming fate;
that “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” The disciples heard his words
but did not comprehend their meaning until after his death on the cross. He speaks of one
grain of wheat that falls to the earth and dies, and how that one grain is multiplied to the
benefit of all, equating death with life.
He goes on to talk about how “those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their
life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” This is somewhat confusing language and
needs some clarification. The sense is that he who loves their life more than their duty to
God's commandments will lose their life in eternity, and those who will place God's will
before their own, often to their detriment, will gain life eternal. How can you equate “hate”
with serving the Lord?
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This makes the segue to the ensuing verse clearer as followers of Jesus and servants of God
will be honored for their service and sacrifice, and will abide with them forever. In verse 27,
Jesus concludes in saying “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me
from this hour? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your
name.” Jesus specifically declares his intent to face his fate in complete humility, to glorify
God by his sacrifice.
Heavenly Father, we give all praise to you for the things we do to exalt and
glorify your name. We pray to be your obedient and humble servants in all
things as ambassadors of your word. Strengthen our will and commitment to
be your instruments in this world. Amen. †
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Wednesday, March 17, 2021
Hebrews 5:5-7
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have
begotten you"; as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek." In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered
up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission.
Hebrews does not read like the other Epistles of Paul but as a sermon - an elaborate and
rhetorical exhortation. It is agreed among the scholars that Paul did not author the
document as it treats Faith and the Law differently from Paul's other writings. The book has
also been dated as arising between 60-95ce. The primary purpose appears to be that of
strengthening and revitalizing early believers in their faith by giving them a deeper
understanding of Christ. Throughout Hebrews, the author interweaves the divine
Godliness of Christ with Jesus' human/earthly activities.
In the passage above, which comes out of a longer section describing Christ as a merciful
high priest, we are introduced to the idea of Christ as a high priest in the order of
Melchizedek. (This idea is further explored in chapter 7.) By aligning Christ with the
Melchizedek priests (an order referenced only a few times in the OT) the author describes
Christ as a High Priest of the Temple who is superior to the Levite high priests.
Melchizedek priests are eternal. (This title for Christ is unique to Hebrews in the NT.)
To further encourage our beliefs in Christ, we are to understand that this man Jesus,
designated by God as God's son (v. 5 “you are my Son, today I have begotten you.”) is
also a priest forever. And, we can be assured of God's merciful treatment because we have
Christ's bodily and earthly example that he experienced human suffering and offers prayers
of intercession on our behalf. As an eternal priest, those prayers continue forever! (v. 7
"Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears".) This view of Christ
also stands on Jewish Tradition wherein angelic figures often exercised priestly functions,
i.e. as intercessors on behalf of God's People. The result here allows the author to focus
on Christ’s divine status as God’s Son and Eternal Priest but rests his authority in heaven
upon his earthly experiences as Jesus and a temple priest.
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From this study, our faith can find an anchor in Christ, the Son of God, and the high priest
who understands our trials and our failures but eternally intercedes on our behalf. Whether
we are first century believers who are without a temple and prone to question their faith, or
we are 21st century believers who have no physical connection with the historical Jesus and
whose church has been splintered into numerous sects, we can find a foothold purchase for
our belief by understanding the paradoxical character of Jesus as a human being who
experienced pain, doubt and joy, and at the same time was the divine Son of God and
eternal high priest offering supplications to God for our merciful treatment by God.
I enjoy holding together the paradox of Christ as totally human and entirely divine. To see
that the author of Hebrews knew this as well, affirms my understanding of Jesus. What do
you tell yourself and others about the nature of Jesus?
Oh Brother Jesus,
You are at once part of my family and more perfect than a human being can
be. You are one with humanity and one with God! Open our minds to a
better understanding and acceptance of who you are and how we can relate
to you. As we grow in our understanding, grow our love for you and each
other; allow us to respect all life and help us to speak about you to others
and thus grow and strengthen your church at this time and place. Together
with you, all things are possible. In your name we ask it, Amen. †
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Thursday, March 18, 2021
Psalm 51:10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
This passage reminded me of New
Year's Resolutions - or rather, the
idea that the New Year is the time to
make such resolutions. I read an
interesting opinion piece a while back
about how New Year's resolutions are
actually bad, because they get us into
the habit of thinking that the cusp of
the new year is the proper time to set
goals for ourselves. In reality, we
should make resolutions when ever
we feel - there is no wrong or right
time to commit to improving yourself.
We should celebrate New Year's every
day, and thus open ourselves to the possibilities of growth and change that are just as
available to us today as they were back in January.
As such, there is no better time than the present to reevaluate your relationship with God.
Ask yourself: “When did I last ask for forgiveness for my sins?” “When did I last thank God
for something He has given me?.” God allows us to let him forgive us and renew us
whenever we ask - we do not have to wait for a special time. If you have drifted away from
God, he is always ready to welcome you back. I urge you take up a "clean spirit" today,
rather than waiting for the New Year to set goals for yourself, or rather than waiting for a
set time to rededicate yourself to God. Pick up a new hobby, try meditation with prayer,
start volunteering. Ask God to cleanse your heart always - live your life with renewal. †
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Friday, March 19, 2021
Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people.

When I read this scripture it makes me think of relationships everywhere. Like a true love
story of a couple or of a mother and child. If you put your trust in someone they will have
your back. A lot of times I get these vibes about people
as whether or not they will be good for me. A lot of times
you just know immediately who to put your trust in. We
need to take that same trust that we put in those people
whom we trust and put it in the Lord. He says that “they
shall be my people;” so we shall have him be our Lord.
People come and go but God is forever. He will love you
always. If you take the leap of faith and believe that his
word is true. Even though at times when things may seem
new or changed from what they were. We have to put
faith in it and believe that it will all work out. †
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Saturday, March 20, 2021
Jeremiah 31:34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the
LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

SINNER! I am. You are. He is. She is. We all are. And while we hope to sin less, in reality
our sinfulness continues unabated. Often times we keep committing the same sins against
one another, and sometimes we stumble into new and different kinds of sins. And I think
the best among us are usually guilty of the worse sin, the sin of arrogant pride in the
progress we think we've made. But of course it's an illusion.
And what can we expect from a family of sinners? Mistakes, poor judgment, unkind words,
thoughtlessness, self-centeredness. What can we expect from a church full of sinners?
Mistakes, poor judgment, unkind words, thoughtlessness, self-centeredness. And because
we trust, love, and care for families and for our church families we are most vulnerable to
the wrongs they do to us. It seems hopeless.
But something makes our families and our church families special: Covenant. Whether
expressed or implied, we live in a relationship of covenantal love and caring. Even though
we hurt each other, sometimes on purpose, and sometimes by accident. And even though
we do and say crazy things to one another, at the core of our relationships is the fact that
we have entered into a covenant of love. And a covenant of forgiveness. We promise to
care lovingly for one another, and to forgive one another when we fail each other.
Especially when we fail each other. For sure living in covenant can be very hard. Especially
the covenant of forgiveness. We are called to remember their sins no more! This is
indispensable to our covenant.
When a stranger is careless we are annoyed, and while we might ignore the slight or even
take offense, we don't give a thought to forgiveness. That is reserved for the deserving - in
reality for those whom we love, that is for those with whom we share a covenantal
relationship. For our families, for our close friends, and for church families. Our church
families are charged with teaching us the most important lessons about forgiveness: that
forgiveness is from God, and that it is foundational to our relationships with God and with
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one another. And both our families and our church families provide us with opportunities
to practice forgiveness, even radical forgiveness. And as we forgive, we are freed to love,
without condition.
We don't expect members of our church families to be perfect, or without sin. (At least we
shouldn't!) But we expect that when we are less than perfect, when we ourselves are
exposed as sinners, then we hope and expect that our church family will show us how to
forgive. As members of the Body of Christ, as children of God, we have chosen to live in a
covenantal community, covenanting to care for one another and to forgive - even though it
is not always easy to forgive, we need to. Because we are sinners. One and all.
While we are at it, perhaps the time has come to take what we have learned about
forgiveness beyond the church doors; perhaps we need to learn how to forgive our
neighbor, and the stranger. †

And so the circle of love grows.
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Sunday, March 21, 2021
John 9:1-3
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus
answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God's works might be revealed in him.

I believe the implication here is that God created this man with no eyesight with a clear
plan in mind. Jesus would give the man his sight using him to prove he carried the power of
God. Thus he would be believed when he claimed to be the Son of God. Is this the same
reason some "Good" people die at a young age, is it why some people are stricken with
Parkinson's and some not? Is it why some are called to war while others aren't…. because
God has a much larger plan? I pray its true, I have faith because it's the only way for me to
make any sense of life. I really don't think we can know for sure until that day when we can
ask God directly.
If you learn the truth before I do please come back and let me know. †

52

Monday, March 22, 2021
Psalm 31:9-10
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from
grief, my soul and body also. For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years
with sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste
away.
This Psalm was written by David as a prayer on trust in God. In verse 9, David asks the
Lord to be gracious and merciful to him when he is in the throes of misery. Haven’t we all
been there at some point in our lives? We’ve had losses that greatly affected us such as the
death of loved ones, major changes in health or life circumstances, bad choices that lead to
embarrassment or worse.
No matter what his troubles, David felt that he could always trust in the Lord. He counted
on the Lord to protect him from his enemies. He knew that the Lord would hear his calls
for help. Like David, if we trust in the Lord, we can be sure that the Lord will hear our
cries. No matter how weary and beaten down we are, He will give us the strength to go
on. Our hope is in the Lord.
Dear Most gracious and merciful God,
Whenever we are in the midst of despair,
please send your angels to remind us that
our strength, hope and trust is in you and
you only. Amen †
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Tuesday, March 23, 2021
Mark 14:22-25
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke
it, gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is my body." Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He
said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."

Thoughts from a six-year-old:
Jesus was talking about dying on the cross. I
drink the grape juice - the blood that Jesus
poured. The bread was His body. We take
communion to remember Jesus' broken body,
and the blood He poured out for us.
The wine is what killed Jesus on the cross
because it has bubbly gas in it which can kill
kids. Jesus is in Heaven right now. He's gonna
wait until we all join Him to drink wine again.
This reminds me of the Prince's Poison Cup (R.C. Sproul). The King of Life brought Him
back - the King of Life is God, the Holy Spirit. My favorite name for God is the King of Life.
If the King of Life were at this table, He would've taken the bread and wine that Jesus
offered.
Jesus' blood is His promise to many because blood represents life. †
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Wednesday, March 24, 2021
Isaiah 50:4b
The Lord has given me
the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word
him that is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens,
he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught.

Creator, we try to listen every day
To hear the inspiration of our Spirit
We seek lessons to teach us your ways so that,
In turn, we might share them with others.
Awaken the ability in us to truly listen,
To truly comprehend a better way;
A safer, more peaceful, more caring way,
That, maybe, we need some help to imagine.
May our intuition align with your Will
And may our intentions be just and with Christ in mind,
So that we remember to resist our selfish, angry, scared nature
And can pass on love and light and peace instead.
When we wake, day by day
Let your light shine through us,
Let the world and its people be healed
By the spreading of love. †
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Thursday, March 25, 2021
Mark 14:32-36
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit
here while I pray." He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to
be distressed and agitated. And said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to
death; remain here, and keep awake." And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might
pass from him. He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are possible;
remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want."
I'm always disturbed by this passage, by Jesus' deeply personal need for the companionship
of his disciples, mixed with his profound faith in God, and his equally profound self-doubt!
And this lonely soul is our Jesus, the very son of God!
I never think of Jesus as “disturbed and agitated.” I was taught that Jesus was always calm,
serene, focused and purposeful. But this passage tells a different story, a story about a very
human Jesus, Jesus in crisis: pushing and prodding his closest companions for help.
Unable to convince them of the spiritual jeopardy he was in during the earlier meal, now he
cannot get them to stay awake with him while he endures existential anxiety over his
immanent capture and execution! He was ‘grieved unto death’ by their failure and his
feeling of abandonment.
And the self-doubt! Not that he was questioning whether all things are not possible for
God, but I am touched by his genuine human frailty, as he struggled with the very human
questions of “can I go through with this?” “Am I the one who is called to this?” “Should I
answer this call?”
While the passage does not offer me any answers, it does provide me with a glimpse of the
all too human Jesus of Nazareth,
the simple human being,
alone in the night,
struggling through the night,
with God,
like Jacob before him,
and like so many of us who will come after.
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Genuine engagement with God involves struggling in the night - and no matter how faithful
we are, we cannot count on our daylight companions to share our midnight struggle.
When we are so alone, we can only fall back on our faith, and on our trust that truly, with
God, all things are possible. †
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Friday, March 26, 2021
John 8:7-11
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
"Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at
her." And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they
heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus
was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up
and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"
She said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go your
way, and from now on do not sin again."

The words above are pretty straightforward, aren't they? There is no doubt that no one is
free from sin. For a very little word, there are many different meanings and interpretations
of just what a sin is. We make excuses for our own sins; we try not to think about them,
but we often are quick to point out the sins of others. Funny how that happens. Perhaps
by pointing fingers at others, we feel that our sins are not so bad. God is perfect, God is
love. Only he can forgive us our sins. God sacrificed his only Son who took our sins with
Him to the cross. We are imperfect, and our sins will probably always be with us. But
through God's grace, we are forgiven. We can try to do and be better, winding our way
through life, keeping Jesus in our lives, and loving one another as we hope to be loved.
We can be attentive to others and hear their stories
without condemning them. Remember these wise
words: "There, but for the grace of God, go I." †
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Saturday, March 27, 2021
Psalm 118:21-24
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. The
stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is
the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the LORD
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

The Psalmist wrote: The stone that builders
rejected has become the cornerstone. I believe
these words apply to Jesus, because when he came
into the world He was rejected by the religious
leaders, He was condemned by political leaders,
and He was put to the death on a cross. All of His
enemies thought it was over with his death - but
they were wrong.
Jesus started this new movement, It's His church
and its built upon Him. Jesus is the foundation, He
who had been rejected, ridiculed, beaten, mocked
and condemned to die. HE has become the cornerstone.
So, from His death and from His resurrection, you can know that which appears to signify
failure and defeat for you in this life can actually become the foundation of new life for you.
God has prepared for you a place of blessing, a place of prosperity, a place of usefulness, a
place of meaning. And it all can be yours if you are willing and able to trust God. Spend
time with God, talk and pray to Him about what's going on in your life, God desires to be
in relationship with His people. You are where God needs you to be, in order to do the
work he wants you to do in your life. So trust Him, changes will taking place in your life changes about which you can say — This is the Lord’s doing: it is marvelous in his eyes.
May It Happen For You Soon! †
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Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021
Matthew 21: 5
"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble,
and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
Kings are okay in fairy tales and in books we read as children. We like to dream of a far off
land filled with rich, powerful, and courageous princes marrying beautiful, sweet-tempered
princesses and living happily ever after.
But we know that's not how it really happens. Life isn't a fairy tale for us. And really, it
shouldn't be a fairy tale for anyone else. It probably wouldn't be anyway, even if we were
willing to call someone "king."
We know how kings really are. We know they live luxurious lives, unaware of, or just callous
to the hardships faced by their subjects. We know that many others are not very smart and
thus are easily manipulated by their power hungry advisors, seeking only to further
themselves, to gain more power, more money, more influence, rather than to further the
interests of the kingdom as a whole. We know that many take advantage of their position
sending brave young men (and women) to fight and die for causes of which they know
nothing.
So why would we want to compare Jesus, God himself, the perfect prince of peace, to
something as human, to something as easily corrupted, as a king?
Maybe it's because God wants us to think of him as the fairy tale kings. Mysterious.
Magical. Powerful. Political. Brave. Brutal. Married to the flaxen-haired damsel in
distress. Dressed in lavish, fur-lined robes, crowned with heavy bejeweled gold.
Or not.
From even a cursory examination of the Gospels, we can see that Jesus does not fit in with
our fairy tale idea of kingship. Jesus did not hide himself away in a tower, aloof and
mysterious. Jesus told everyone that he was the Messiah, and he constantly revealed more
of God's mystery to his followers. Jesus performed miracles, not magic tricks.
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Jesus was powerful, but not in the way of violence, not through winning military victory
after military victory. Instead, Jesus had the power to change hearts and vanquish sin.
Jesus was not dressed in rich, luxurious clothing; and in the end, he was bruised and
bloody, while on his head rested a crown of thorns.
Okay so perhaps Jesus is a king. What with the miracles. And the leadership. And the
power. And the crown. But if he's not the kind of king that we have come to know and
loathe, prone to corruption and liable to exploit his subjects, and if he's not the kind of king
that exists in fairy tales, caught up in war, luxury and romance, then what kind of king is he?
Jesus was more than the ideal fairy tale king, reigning over the hearts and spirits of his
subjects; he is the kind of king who is powerful, brave, awe-inspiring, and deeply in love
with his people, dedicated to freeing us from our self-inflicted plights, so that we might…
So that we might what?
Live?
Is that enough? †
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Monday, March 29, 2021
Matthew 16:13-16, 21
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 21
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.

Who is the son of man? Or, is the question more appropriately who is the son of the living
God? The answer of Simon Peter, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.,”
points out that the correct question was answered by Simon Peter. After that answer was
given, Christ started to reveal what plans God had in store for His son.
He would endure suffering at the hands of the Jewish authorities, then be tortured and put
to death by the Romans, and then be risen from the dead on the third day.
The key to this passage is not that Christ
asked a question of His birth, but rather a
question about his paternity. Also, that it
was correctly answered by a Disciple,
thereby starting the revelation of what
plans God had for His Son. †
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Tuesday, March 30, 2021
Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is
cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow
up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the LORD has spoken.

This word from the Hebrew Scriptures, from 600 years before even the days of Jesus, even
then prophesied the hope that all people and all nations belong to God. All people are
treasured by God. And the tears and the fears of all people were heartbreaking to the Lord!
Even the prophets of old were aware of God’s love and embrace for all of humanity.
And this prophet also foretells of a time of feast, where all the nations are welcomed to the
table of the Lord, to share in the feast of the Lord, to share in the sacred nourishment of
the body and spirit that only comes from the Lord of all. We are invited to embrace one
another, family, friend and stranger, even now, in anticipation of the feast to come. †

Let us taste and see
and let us weep no more.
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Wednesday, March 31, 2021
Mark 14:32-38
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit
here while I pray." He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he
began to be deeply distressed and troubled. "My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."
Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the
hour might pass from him. "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for
you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." Then he
returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter,
"are you asleep? Couldn't you keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray so
that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak."
Most commentators and reflections on this passage focus on Jesus, his prayer and
disclosed close relationship to Abba Father but other questions came to my mind as I read
this passage. I wondered about Jesus' treatment and relationship with the disciples. In the
first verse, Jesus tells his disciples to "Sit" while he does the work of praying. Why didn't he
ask them to pray with him or for him? Then he and his three favorites go further into the
garden. Jesus tells his three favorites to "Stay and keep watch."
Who were "his disciples"? Were their women in this group? Was it only the "twelve", now
reduced to eleven since Judas was off gathering the gang to arrest him? Was Judas'
absence noticed? Did picking out the three to accompany him further create discord or
hierarchy within the disciples? Is it the author's intention to refer back to the transfiguration
of Jesus in the choosing of the same three to accompany him further now? Was the going
further into the garden a going uphill? Why the commands as you would give them to a
dog?
Commentators note that the "keep watch" statement for the three disciples is tied to
keeping vigil against temptation. But I wonder if it really was only that Jesus wanted
protection against the mob that was coming? Maybe Jesus did not want to be found until
he had had time to be completely honest with God in prayer.
The story mentions that the three disciples fall asleep a number of times while Jesus is
praying. Has this ever happened to you? For me, there was a time when I had a very hard
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time falling asleep. I then started to pray in earnest when I lay down to sleep, using this
wakefulness in a productive way. But, instead of being really productive, I started falling
asleep before I made it even a quarter of the way through my prayer list!
After the first time Jesus catches the three disciples sleeping he tells them to watch and
pray. And, they are to pray, as Jesus is praying, to be protected from temptation. Some
commentators remark that this failure to stay awake foreshadows the disciples' desertion of
Jesus at his trial and execution. While this may be so, I like to think that it is a story to
show that despite all our failures our chosen-ness and love by God will not be nullified or
taken away. For it was the most chosen disciples that also failed.
Dear Jesus,
You lived so that we would be able to follow. You lived by showing us the
way - the way of love, prayer and healing. Forgive us when we stray from
your path and when we fall asleep and cannot keep your commands. Help us
to not only do our best, but to become better. Help us to be your
reconciling love today. In your holy name we pray, Amen †
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Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021
Acts 10:37-43
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name."
In this Chapter of Acts, both Peter and Cornelius had visions about the same time.
Cornelius was told to send for Peter. Peter was told not to consider food nor people
unclean that God has made clean. After they met, Peter told Cornelius about the message
that God sent to the people in the person of Jesus. God, after Jesus's crucifixion,
commanded the disciples who had actually known Jesus, to testify to the world that Jesus
was ordained by God to judge the living and the dead, and that everyone who believes in
him will receive forgiveness of sins.
These verses are great news for us today. We don't need to have physically seen or spoken
directly to Jesus to believe that he is our Savior. Our belief saves us. We don't need to
follow man-made rules about who is clean or unclean. God has declared that people made
by God are clean. God loves and accepts everyone. God may be unhappy with our
actions at times, but all we have to do is ask Jesus for forgiveness.
Dear Jesus, Help us to treat each person we meet as a child of God that you
declared them to be. When we fall short, remind us of your mercy. We, only,
have to ask in your name and we will be forgiven. In Jesus name, Amen †
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Good Friday, April 2, 2021
Psalm 118:19-21
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and
give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall
enter through it. I thank you that you have answered me and have become my
salvation.

Christians have associated strong imagery with the events of Holy Week:
Palm Sunday

-

Loud Hosanna!
Joyous exultation and expectations
The King riding on a donkey
A pathway of palms.

Maunday Thursday -

The Last Supper
Quiet reflections
Betrayal and denial
Jesus agonizing in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Easter Sunday

The empty tomb
Angels
Alleluias!
The Risen Christ.

-

But the most vivid images for me are of the events of Good Friday:
The trial before Pilate
The crowds screaming "CRUCIFY HIM!!"
Jesus stumbling under the weight of the cross
Soldiers casting lots for his robe
Three crosses atop the bleak and barren landscape at the Place of the Skulls
with peels of thunder hammering all around and lightening and
black clouds boiling overhead.
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We wait until Easter Sunday to celebrate the Risen Christ, but could it be that at the
moment Jesus cried out: "Into Thy hands I commend my spirit!" God flings open the gates
of righteousness and Christ is welcomed in – leading the way for us all...
I give you thanks, O LORD, for showing me the way through the gate, and
that shall be my salvation. †
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Saturday, April 3, 2021
Psalm 82
1God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he
holds judgment: 2 "How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the
wicked? Selah 3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of
the lowly and the destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them
from the hand of the wicked." 5 They have neither knowledge nor
understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth
are shaken. 6 I say, "You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; 7
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince." 8 Rise up, O
God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!
On the Saturday before Easter it seems appropriate to consider this Psalm. On one level
the Psalm speaks of the time when God takes the throne in heaven. In this moment God
confronts what qualities are required of one who would be a God, or, perhaps, the qualities
of anyone who imagines themselves spending eternity in the throne room of God.
In Micah 6:8 we are told what God requires of humans, Justice, loving kindness, and living
humbly in the presence of God. But here we are told what is rightly to be expected of God,
and of those intending to spend eternity with God - and what is that? "Give justice to the
week and the orphan; maintain the rights of the lowly and the destitute. Rescue the week
and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked."
To do less is to accept mere mortality, to
accept a common death, to forfeit our
place as a Child of God!
As we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection tomorrow, let us celebrate him as he takes his place in
the divine council, and let us hear the holy and sacred call for justice on Earth. Justice
which is not just about righting wrongs, and not mere punitive justice, but restorative
justice, healing justice. Let us heed the call especially for justice for those on the margins,
the poor and the powerless; justice for those who have never known justice, justice for "the
least of these."
Let us all become part of the beloved community on earth, the kingdom which Jesus
envisions, promises and proclaims. †
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Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
John 20:11-18
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if
you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and
say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have
seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
Mary went to the grave of Jesus to tend to the body. Instead, this labor of love became an
opportunity for her to become the first witness of the good news of the Resurrection of the
Son of God. After talking with the resurrected Jesus, Mary Magdalene went and announced
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord;” and she told them that what he said to her.
This is indeed a most wonderful miracle. She actually talked with Jesus, after he rose from
the dead! And, if that wasn't enough, she had the opportunity to witness and spread the
good news that Jesus had indeed risen!
As disciples, we have the opportunity, and more importantly, the obligation to spread the
good news. This is a blessing not available to everyone. But we have it! His rising enabled
the disciples to share fully in his relationship with God. What is true of Jesus’ relationship
with God is now true of the disciples’ relationship with God. And, those of us who believe
have also become”“children of God.” We have an opportunity to spread this good word
throughout all the world - let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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Almighty and Holy Creator,
We thank You for this blessing. Help and guide us as we spread the good
news of Jesus rising, and how that enabled us to all be Children of God.
Through your Son,
AMEN †
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