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Central Woodward Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
3955 West Big Beaver Road   Troy, Michigan 48084 

 
December 13, 2020 

Third Sunday of Advent  

 

The Church Gathers 

Prelude 

Welcome  Pastor Bob 

Opening Hymn: Come, O Long-expected Jesus  125 

1 Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free. From our fears and sins 
release us; Christ, in whom our rest shall be. You, our strength and consolation, come 
salvation to impart; dear desire of every nation, joy of many a longing heart. 
 
2 Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, born to reign in us for ever, 
born your gracious realm to bring. By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.  

 

The Candle of Joy 

Reader One:  Isaiah the Prophet announced it. “The Spirit of God is with me, because 

I have been chosen to bring good news to the abused, to bandage the wounds of the 

heartbroken, and to release those who are in prisons of all kinds. I am here to proclaim a 

good year in God’s sight, a time when things will be set right.” 

Reader Two:  “I am here to comfort the grieving and to dress them for happy times 

instead of sad ones.” 

Reader One:  ”The people, healed and comforted, will be like strong trees, upright 

and loyal to God. They will be like a forest planted to show God’s glory. They will rebuild 

the world and show everyone God’s power.” 

Reader Two:  As a people who God has blessed, some have traditionally used Advent 

as a time for fasting, penitence and preparation. But as Isaiah calls to God’s people, the 

prophet announces that we are also to find joy in anticipation and preparation, as a bride 

awaits her wedding day.    

Reader One: Let the joy and the wonder of God, born as a child, be a song of joy on 

our lips as we light these candles of hope, peace and joy. (based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11) 
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(Reader One lights three candles as Reader Two prays.) 

Reader Two - Prayer: God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation.  Make us 

ready for the message that prepares the way, that we will be ready for the child Jesus 

and able to respond to others through acts of holy compassion and joy.  Amen.                           

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE: “When God is a Child”                                 132 (v. 3) 

1 Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling the world that the Savior is born. 

Refrain:  When God is a child there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first and the weak 
shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

Sharing in God’s Word 

Scripture Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Pastor Bob 

Sermon For a Love of Justice  Pastor Bob 
 
Hymn of Invitation Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  150 (vs. 1, 2)  
1 Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; peace on earth, and mercy 
mild, God and sinners reconciled!" Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the 
skies; with the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem." Hark, the herald-
angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! Late in time behold him 
come, offspring of the Virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate 
Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. Hark, the herald-angels 
sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

*Pastoral Prayer  Pastor Bob 
 

Giving and Receiving Gifts 
 

Hymn of Preparation Gather Your People CP172 (vs. 1,2) 

Chorus: Gather your people, O Lord. Gather your people, O Lord. One bread, one body, 
one spirit of love, gather your people, O Lord. 

1. Draw us forth to the table of life: brothers and sisters, each of us called to walk in 
your light. (chorus)  

2. We are parts of the body of Christ, needing each other, each of the gifts the Spirit 
provides. (chorus)    

 

 



Call to Stewardship  Pastor Rick 
Stewardship is an important part of Christian life; our financial offerings not only 
support the ministry of the church but serve as an expression of faith and trust in 
the God who provides. For in-person worship, please place your offerings in the 
baskets at the back of the church upon exiting. For those worshiping online, you 
may mail in your offerings or use our Givelify app, which you can find on the 
website.  

Call to Communion and Words of Institution  Pastor Rick 

Prayer  Elder 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Sharing of Bread and Cup:  
For in-person worship, you may use your own elements or the pre-packaged 
elements of bread and juice. If worshiping online, we invite you to participate using 
elements from home. 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of 
your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before 
his face; who is alive and reigns now and forever. Amen  —Common Worship 
 

Going Forth in Ministry 
 

*Closing Hymn:  People, Look East 142 (v. 1) 
People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as 
you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. People look east: Love, the Guest is on 
the Way.  
  
*Benediction  Pastor Rick 
 

Postlude 
 

Copyright information: 
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Patrick Kuhl, Minister of Music 

Rev. Rick Modglin-Green, Associate Minister 
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Penny Brady, Office Manager, office@centralwoodwardchristian.com 
248-644-0512     www.centralwoodwardchristian.com 

We are an open and affirming congregation. 
 

This Week at Central Woodward 
For more calendar details, check 
centralwoodward.org/calendar. 

 
Sun Dec 13    10:30a     Worship Service (Both in-   
                                   person and online)  
 

Wed Dec 16     1:30p     Bible Study via Zoom 
 

 

Sun Dec 20    10:30a     Worship Service (Both in-  
                                   person and online) 
 

Thurs Dec 24   3:00p     Worship Service-Live on   
Christmas Eve               Facebook  
                      7:00p     Facebook Watch Party    
                                   Rebroadcast 
 

Sun Dec 27    10:30a     Worship Service (Both in-   
                                   person and online) 

Prayer Requests 
Health, Healing & Support: 
Nancy Fisher, Dan Potter, Karin 

Diepholz, Susan Menko,  
Barbra Arnold, 

Christian Church Michigan Region 
 

CWCC provides a confidential 
prayer chain.  Contact Marge at 
margeham@att.net or 586-799-

7360 for more information. 
 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule 

Sunday, December 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sermon: The Eternal Realm of God 

Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Sunday, December 27 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Sermon: A Time to Give Praise to God 

Scripture: Psalm 148 

  

  

 
Central Woodward Christian Church is a 

Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

 

Central Woodward is signed up with Givelify, 
the mobile giving app for places of worship 
and charities.  

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MjEyODA
=/selection 

 

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/MjEyODA=/selection
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