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Friends, 

Once again we come to Lent; once again we have an opportunity to renew our relationship with
each other and with our creator; once again we have an opportunity to reflect on our spiritual
lives, where we have been, where we are at this moment, where we are headed, and where we
want to go. Once again. 

The cover depicts a river, perhaps the River Jabbok where Jacob struggled with God for a
blessing. In this season and in this year, let us also engage in Holy Struggle, let us also seek
blessings from the Lord, and let us always be a blessing to the world around us.

This booklet offer what many of you have prepared in the way of testimonies, reflections, and 
invitations. I personally thank you for your contributions and support.  I have to repeat that the
moments I spend assembling this booklet are among my happiest; it is truly a labor of love. 

Scripture teaches us to pray without ceasing. We quote that a lot to each other. But the whole of 
the quote reads: "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit." (1 Thessalonians 5: 16-19) 

So I urge you all: 

Rejoice Always! 
Give thanks in all circumstances! 

Do not quench the Spirit! 
Indeed, pray without ceasing! 

Blessings, 
John McCauslin 

REJOICE!



MONDAY MARCH 4, 2019 JOEL 2:1; 12-13; 28

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near-- 
... 12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 
... 28 Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men
shall see visions. 

Today we hear from the children the survivors of the shooting in Parkland Florida, prophecies
from our young men and our young women warning us that if we do not repent, if we do not turn
away from our evil ways catastrophe is sure to follow.

However you feel about guns, in my heart I know that Jesus will stand with the unarmed, calling
on each one of us to be strong but gentle in the face of fear and threat. We were created for love
and not hate, for courage and not fear, for compassion and not violence. Will we hear the
prophecy of God, mediated to us through the voice of our children? Will we listen and respond to
this plea for strength, love and grace in the face of violence? Do we have the courage in the face
of today's violence to witness to the same truth experienced by Jesus as he was scourged and
nailed to the cross, to the same senseless violence for which all humans were then and are today
undeniably responsible?

Will we have the courage to respond as Jesus responded - with the grace to forgive those who
successfully set out to kill him.

Will we listen to those who cry out today for justice, who cry out not for retribution but instead
for restorative justice, seeking reconciliation and justice for the victim and the victimizer? 

The day of the Lord, the day of Judgment, will begin the New Age. The New Age begins with the
sorting of the faithful, the sorting of sheep and goats, a sorting that will not be based on belief or
even holiness but on the loving care shown for the "least among us," love and care for the
poorest, the youngest, the unarmed, the stranger, the refugee, and the most vulnerable, It will be
based not upon the violence we wielded, but upon the love and care we showed those who came
to our doorstep.

Once again we live in an age when children are the voices of peace
and shalom. Will we listen as they share with us the Spirit which
has been poured out upon them? Will we hear their cries?

John McCauslin
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TUESDAY MARCH 5, 2019 ISAIAH 58:6-8

58:6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it
not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your
own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD
shall be your rear guard.

Fasting: Is it something we do for ourselves, God or everyone else? Yes!

We do it for ourselves because we know our sins and we need to atone for them. Fasting is a way
of saying I’m sorry to God and to bring our thoughts to God more often. None of us is perfect
and I don’t feel God expects us to be, but he keeps hoping we will try to be.

We do it for God because we all know he remains with us and will take care of us, maybe not the
way we would like, but we don’t know his plan. We fast to show our commitment to God and
that we are trying.

We can do it for others since God wants us to share what we have with those less fortunate. This
doesn’t mean just when it’s convenient, but whenever we see or know of another that’s in need.
Fasting could be more than just giving up sugar for a time period or to waking up at 5AM to say
prayers for a while. It could be something we do each and every day in a small way. It will be
difficult because we are so used to our routine and the things we have but we should get out of
our routine and go in search of someone that’s in need and fast by giving them what they need
and we have. Fasting maybe shouldn’t just involve ourselves, but something more. Maybe fasting
means giving up something that we can give to someone less fortunate. Use less electricity and
give the savings to a family that doesn’t have any heat. Take ½ the clothes in our closet and give
them to a family that needs something to keep them warm. Find someone that has a job, but no
transportation and make arrangements to get them to and from work. It could be as easy as going
to a hospital and finding someone that would like to be read to, talked with or just sat with. We’d
be giving up the time to do something we wanted and giving that time to do something someone
else needed. Maybe the way we currently think of fasting is only half a thought. Maybe fasting
should involve us giving up something we can give to someone else who’s in need. Does this
make sense?

Kathleen Potter

Fasting: you don’t buy that cup     º
of coffee you want each day
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ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 6, 2019 PSALM 51

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  ...  5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my
mother conceived me.  6 You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my
secret heart. ...  8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that

you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my
sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me. 11 Do not cast me away from your
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
sustain in me a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to
you. 14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God
of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of
your deliverance. 15 O Lord, open my lips, and my
mouth will declare your praise. 

16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you
would not be pleased.  17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Welcome!  This is the official first day of Lent.  As far back as the 4th century, Christian
communities have taken the 40 days prior to the Easter Resurrection as a time of fasting,
preparation, and renewal.  (We do not include Sundays as they are feast days.)  While often a
time for new converts to prepare for Baptism, many Christians, in general, take this time as one
of penitence and renewal of relationship with God.  

To begin our journey, Ash Wednesday traditionally is a day to meditate on our mortality and
sinfulness, with honesty and humility.  It is a time to commit to daily repentance and to
remember with hope the reality that Christ has conquered death.  The imposition of ashes
symbolizes our frailty, mortality, mourning, purifying, cleansing, judgement and repentance.

Psalm 51, attributed to King David, offers a model for making our confession.  Without
wallowing around, David addresses God, acknowledging that he has sinned against God and that
God is merciful, gracious, compassionate, faithful, loving and with the power to do more than
pardon.  God has the power to cleanse, blot out, erase, to transform the prayer's reality to one of
purity, one completely transformed to a new spirit of right relationship with God.

I read this psalm and can totally identify with King David.  I have broken relationship with God
daily.  I consistently put my agenda before God's, I overindulge my appetites, I laze about rather
than tend to my neighbors and friends.  I often live and act out of fear and with a mindset of
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scarcity rather than abundance.  I forget about God's promises of abundance and love.   I am
sinful in the core of my being, since the beginning. (vs. 5)

As verse 6 reminds me, God prefers honesty and truthfulness from me.    I too plea for wisdom, a
new and clean heart, another second chance.  I too want God to erase from our relationship all the
times I have let God down.  I too pray for a joyful spirit of light from which I will sing of God's
compassion, love and glory! (vs. 8-15)

Verses 16-17 Illuminate the understanding that as a sinful, unrepentant person, my sacrifices will
be worthless to God.  God wants to know that I Know my iniquities.  God wants to hear from me
about my sinfulness, from a humble and contrite heart.  God wants me to turn to God when I am
stricken and God wants me to plead for mercy when I have failed.  

So today, Ash Wednesday, Oh mighty
and loving God, I commit to review
honestly my words and actions.  I
commit to turn to you more often.  
With your aid and wisdom, O God, I
will work to confess my sins and then to
do what is right, what is good, what is
kind, what is just and to walk humbly
with You as my guiding star.  I commit
to declaring your praises in every
situation.  Lord, these things are
difficult for me and I pray for your
patience and mercy as I commit to a
closer and more righteous relationship
with you.  In Jesus' name I pray,  Amen.

Anne McCauslin
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THURSDAY MARCH 7, 2019 Deut 6:4-15a

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
might. 6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7
Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on
your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Commentary:

The first 6 verses are the set up for the rules which follow in the next 7 verses. It says to
recognize that the Lord is our God. It then commands us to love the Lord in all ways and to
know, teach, spread, and practice the rules set up in section two. The main guidance is to know,
teach, spread, and practice the rules.

The next 4 verses are the meat of this total package. Verses 10 – 11 describe what the Lord has
provided for you in the riches of your land, your home, and your life.  All was freely given to you
as your birthright.  Verse 12 is a commandment to not forget that it was the Lord who brought
you out of Egypt and out of slavery and into a land and life of riches.  Verse 13 states that you
shall fear God, serve God, and only swear under the shield of his name.  I would suggest that
what is being said in reality is that we should respect their God who has provided for them.   

In short to whom much is given, much is expected. Receive his riches, follow his rules in all
ways and to know, teach, spread, and practice his rules.  Also keep in mind that if you sway from
his ways his will and his anger might be kindled against you and he could destroy you from the
face of the earth.  As a ray of hope, remember that our Lord is slow to anger and quick to forgive.

Rial Hamann

Love triumphs over hate, patience

triumphs over a rush to judgement.
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FRIDAY MARCH 8, 2019 2 CHRON 7:13-14

13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to
devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are
called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land. 

Here this passage is addressing the call to repentance and the promise of forgiveness.  The four
facets of repentance are humbling, praying, seeking and turning.

Humbling -  God is asking us to subdue one’s pride and submit to self loyalty to God
    or God’s will. 

Praying -  Acknowledge of personal sin and asking God for his mercies. 
Seeking -  Is often used in desperate situation in which God is the only possible

    hope for deliverance. 
Turning -  Signifies a complete change of direction away from sin and toward God.

So, it’s of the Lord’s mercies, that we are not consumed for which we should be very thankful.
For those who begin with service to God, are likely to go on successfully in their own affairs. It
was Solomon’s praise, that what he undertook, he went through with; it was by the grace of God
that he prospered in it. Let us then stand in Awe and
Sin not. Let us fear the Lord’s displeasure, hope in his mercies and walk in his commandments.

God of us all, We come to you, the satisfied and the needy. May those who come with
grief gain a glimpse of joy. May those who come with anger go with calm. May those
who come with stress go with peace. May those who come with resentment go with
delight. May those who come fatigue go with new vitality. May those who can, share
hope and faith and joy. We renew our vows to Jesus Christ, whose gift and sacrifice it is.
May we all leave renewed and challenged. Amen

Deann Balogh

A
NEW
HOPE

6



SATURDAY MARCH 9, 2019 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11-28

11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing. 12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor
among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem
them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14
And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted,
help the weak, be patient with all of them. 15 See that none of you repays evil for
evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17
pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the
words of prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain
from every form of evil. 23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
25 Beloved, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I
solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter be read to all of them. 28 The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

We understand from this passage that the Lord has specific expectations of us ... Let’s consider
ourselves duty bound to fulfill these expectations...Are you up to the challenge?”...

Note: encouragement and "building up” others are at the lop of the Lord's expectations list... He
advises us to act together, in community ... Accordingly, let's take it upon ourselves to "offer a
pep talk'" and extend compliments as frequently as we are able...
 
Can we do this for members of our individual families?... Our sons? ... Our daughters? Our
aunts? ... Our uncles?... Our husbands? ... Our wives? .. Of course we can!!!...
 
Can we “build up” fellow members of Central Woodward? .. Of course we can!!!... 

Can we encourage our colleagues at our places of employment? ... Of course we can!!!...

Can we compliment friends and acquaintances in our neighborhoods? ... Of course we 
can!!!...

Let’s move now to other duties the Lord assigns us... In our passage these include respect for
those who labor among us... (deliver our mail...bag our groceries...repair our cars)... The Lord, as
well, guides us to boost the self esteem in these folks who laboor among us... Let’s offer
thanks...Let’s offer praise...Let’s offer compliments...

Our passage, additionally, addresses those we may consider to be "above us”...(perhaps our
family elders...perhaps our employment supervisors...perhaps members of the clergy)...Can we
“lift” them, as well through thanks, praise, and compliments? Of course we can!!!...
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Also found in the passage is the directive to be at peace among ourselves... We are urged to
rejoice, offer thanks, and pray in all circumstances ... Is this possible?... Of course it is!!!...

Although possible, this is a tall order for me... Taking it on humbly, looking deeply within
myself, gets me started... I feel God closest to me while I am exploring nature with my dog...
increasingly, I focus upon listening... I have pledged to listen, listen, and listen yet some more to
(Yikes) my wife...!!

As I age I pay more attention to brief, simple thoughts... I once referred to these thoughts as
intuition and gave myself credit for their wisdom... It is clear to me now, these thoughts come
from God ... The Lord is speaking to me... I act accordingly...
 
Peace be with you... Now let’s put a smile on the Lord’s face...

John Feeney

WHAT DOES THE LORD 
REQUIRE OF YOU...
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SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2019 LUKE 4:1-2

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate
nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 

I always thought the point of fasting was to bring you closer to God by mindful and prayerful
sacrifice.  This story makes it sound like fasting is a terrible burden with nothing but active
torment.  But then the metaphor followed through the whole verse.  He went out, full of the Holy
Spirit, and came back hungry; not just from the lack of physical sustenance but from the stress of
resisting.  It feels like these verses are less about the purpose and spiritual drive of fasting and
more about the need to resist temptation.

Trust in God and God will provide.   Or sustain you, maybe.  I've always had difficulty with this
verse, obviously.  I can understand fasting and abstaining from certain things as a trial of faith,
that it tests your devotion to follow through and be mindful.  I think my problem is that I'm too
literal.  I keep tripping over the role of the devil.  Why is he there?  When we fast we are already
tempted by what we've given up and Jesus is in a desert!  Fasting is meant to be an act to bring us
closer to God through acknowledgment of our deprivation.  

Creator, please breathe your inspiration into us this Lent season, so that we may
better understand the reason behind the words.  Allow us to be filled during our
fasts so that we will grow our contributions to the betterment of life as we know it
and as you mean for it to be.  Allow us to be filled to give us strength and
endurance in our days of prayer and mindfulness and fasting; we mean it to be the
first thing on our minds, even if it isn't.  We are so human.  We pray for a better
world, one where temptation is no longer needed.  One where everyone has what
they need and so they do not need without receiving.  We pray for peace and a
calm, fruitful spring.  Amen.

Kay Brannan
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MONDAY MARCH 11, 2019 GENESIS 15:5-6

5 He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be."
6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

After reading this scripture multiple times there is one thing that really stands out to me,
something that I personally connect with. STARS. 

Imagine yourself up at Camp Crystal. It is about eleven pm or later. You decide to go down to the
beach. You have a little flashlight to help lead the way. You make your way out onto the dock.
All the way out to the far end and proceed to lay down. You hear the waves crashing against the
dock. You close your eyes, turn off your flashlight and then open up your eyes again. What you
now see is a sky full of stars. So many star that you are really unable to count them all. You stare
up at them and almost get lost. Not lost in a bad way but instead lost in their beauty. Lost in the
glow of a million stars. You seem to lose yourself in the fact that you cannot believe that
something so beautiful exists. Yet at the same time you must believe it because you are seeing it
with your own eyes. 

For me I know that the whole world seems to disappear while I lay there and look at the stars. At
the same time I can only hope/know that someone else in the world is doing something very
similar. Showing that we are all connected in this world. Sometimes we are connected by where
we live or what we do and other times we are connected by our faith. We are connected by the
stars above us. That even though one day we will not be here on earth looking up at the stars. We
can feel peace knowing that generations ahead of us will continue to look up at the stars just like
those before us did and just like we are doing right now.

Ashley Balogh
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TUESDAY MARCH 12, 2019 GENESIS 15:18

18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates...."

A Covenant People

God called Abram to cross the Great River, and travel from his homeland to a strange land where
he and his household would live as aliens. In the portion of the reading from Genesis 15, which I
have before me, we discover YHWH (the LORD) making a covenant with Abram as the sun
went down. God promised to give Abram and his descendants the land that lay between the Great
River (Euphrates) and the Nile. It's true that even at its greatest height, the Kingdom of Israel
never reached those boundaries, the promise was made, and it defined Abram's identity going
forward.  

Standing at the center of the promise is the Land. For a nomadic people, land is important. It is
understandable why Jews today would want to claim Palestine as a homeland. Living as a
scattered people, is always dangerous (as seen in the Holocaust and before that the pogroms). It's
also understandable why the Palestinians are reluctant to give up their rights to the very same
land. It is home. It is safety. It's also understandable why the Kurds, who live in a region that
covers parts of Turkey, Iran, Syria, and Iraq, would want a homeland of their own. Part of the
American dream has been to own property. A covenant needs something tangible to hold on to.
The question is: How do we inhabit the land? 

What's interesting here is that the promise is made to Abram, even though he and his wife Sarai
do not have children. How can the covenant promise be made to people who do not have
descendants? Who is going to inherit the land when you are gone? I think Abram appreciated
God's promise, but he didn't know whether it would work out. Now, Sarai did have a plan. She
offered Hagar to Abraham as a surrogate. Hagar did have a child, but that didn't work out well. In
the end, Sarai has a child-Isaac-and the promise made to Abram and Sarai is fulfilled. 

As we move through this Lenten season, how might this reading from Genesis speak to our
lives? What is its message? Might it speak to us about the challenges of living by faith? In
Hebrews 11, Abraham (his name after Sarah gives birth to Isaac) is commended for his faith. The
author of Hebrews suggests that "faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen" (Heb. 11:1). Like Abram, we are called to live by faith, seeking a home in the
promised land. What is interesting here is that it is God who makes the promise, and it is God
who is made accountable for the promise.  As John Goldingay notes, "if God does not keep it,
God ceases to be God. One way or another, therefore, God has to work out how to do it"
[Genesis for Everyone: Part One, (Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), p. 181]. 

Like Abram, we are invited to walk by faith, trusting our future to God's care. We don't know
how God will do it, but the promise is that God will find a way!  
  
Pastor Bob Cornwall
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, 2019 PSALM 27:1

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
By Harry Dixon Loes

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, shine, shine
Let it shine!

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine
Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine
Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, shine, shine
Let it shine!

All up in my house, I'm gonna let it shine
All up in my house, I'm gonna let it shine
All up in my house, I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, shine, shine
Let it shine!

Out there in the dark
I'm gonna let it shine
Out there in the dark
I'm gonna let it shine
Out there in the dark
I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, shine, shine
Let it shine!

This song immediately is what came to mind
after reading over this verse. If you believe
and have faith in the Lord then you shall not
need to worry. Carry His light inside of you,
it will help protect and guide you in life.

Even when things do not seem to be going
according to plan know that the Lord is
always there leading you down the path that
he has intended. Even though it may be hard
for you to trust in following the path since
you really do not know for sure where it is
taking you. Know that you have this
awesome guide making sure that you get to
where you need to.

Ashley Balogh
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THURSDAY MARCH 14, 2019 PSALM 8:4-5

4 [W]hat are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them? 5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with
glory and honor. 

The story that I've always been told as to why God favored humanity over Their previous
creation, the angels, was that we were given free will.  By having that freedom of choice to
believe is what makes us special.  We are the favored and the chosen and the loved-the-most
because we choose to believe in this One God above, before, and to the exclusion of any other
god.  But I don't know if that's canon or fairy tale, and isn't that a theme?

We are told we are special for so many reasons, not just in the Bible, but we tell ourselves how
important and revolutionary we are.  We place ourselves above the Earth and its other
inhabitants.  But, in my supposition, we might be the favored of the Divine because we were
meant to be caretakers of the rest of Their creation.  We are tasked with being stewards of the
Earth when our first ancestors were placed in the Garden of Eden.  That task does not end just
because we were evicted for breaking faith with God.

Maybe we are meant to be the hands of God who till the earth and keep things colorful and
growing.  Hands meant to pick up and care for our world and each other.  We are an extension of
God through whom They touch the whole of creation.  Our actions, be they the Will of God,
place Them squarely in our plane of existence in the hope of bringing the Kingdom.   Perhaps we
are crowned with glory and honor because we were made to be glorious and honorable creatures
who see themselves reflected in the rest of creation and strive to keep it safe and whole.

Kay Brannan
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FRIDAY MARCH 15, 2019 ISAIAH 56:1-8

1 Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my
salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 2 Happy is the mortal who
does this, the one who holds it fast, who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and
refrains from doing any evil. 3 Do not let the foreigner joined to the LORD say,
"The LORD will surely separate me from his people"; and do not let the eunuch
say, "I am just a dry tree." 4 For thus says the LORD: To the eunuchs who keep
my sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, 5 I
will give, in my house and within my walls, a monument and a name better than
sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and
do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant-- 7 these I will bring to my holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of
Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 

Rainbows as Bridges

As many of you, I have watched the Wizard of Oz since I was a child.  I have seen it in a movie
theater, on my television screen, in my dreams, and also in books.  I marveled at the gray and
muted life in Kansas appearing bleak and stark, sort of mirroring their life of work and drudging
toil to maintain a farming life's tough labor.  Yet, it is when Dorothy opens the door of the house
in the land of Oz when we see the sudden colorful place of magic greeting our eyes!  Life is like
that in our churches, well it is now anyway.  When I see paintings of the life of Puritans in the
New World they are dressed in various shades of stark grays and browns and their world appears
muted.  No greens, yellows, or reds can be seen.  I'm so grateful that we can dress in rainbow
colors these days - I am so grateful that we can read this Isaiah passage and understand that
finally, there was someone who understood that all people - ALL PEOPLE are made in the image
of God…we are all a rainbow of color in God's eye.  I'm so grateful.

Dear God, Make us in your likeness, that we may be changers of the status quo
that privileges the normative, the high and mighty, able-bodied.  Nourish us with
stories of our forebears, that their actions might fuel prophetic imaginations in our
own time.  Like the Tin Man, like the Lion, like the Scarecrow, like Dorothy, we
too may bring happiness to each other.  Make us your people, O God, make us
people of imagination, people of justice, people of vision, people of action. In
your holy, disruptive name we pray, Amen.

Rev. Susan Menko
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SATURDAY MARCH 16, 2019 MATTHEW 14:22-33

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. 27
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid." 28 Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water." 29 He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking
on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "You of little
faith, why did you doubt?" 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

In this story which is traditionally taught as a story of the
limitations of human faith, something else is happening. In the
story Jesus sends the apostles, the leaders of his movement,
ahead of him across the water. They get in the boat and they
seem to be making little headway.

Remember, they’re in the boat alone and without Jesus being
present. They look up and see Jesus walking on the water,
(actually walking past them) and they call out to him. The
story goes on to tell about Peter attempting to walk on the
water but his faith is in adequate to the task and Jesus has to
reach out to him and save him. Ultimately Jesus climbs into
the boat and the apostles are on their way to accomplish the mission Jesus has set for them. 

It may be that this story is about the church especially when it’s leaders attempt to go ahead of
Jesus, without having Jesus in the boat. Even the most devoted among them, Peter, does not have
the faith sufficient to reach Jesus on his own. Ultimately Jesus has to be on the boat with the
apostles for them to make any headway.

We cannot rely on our leaders acting alone to bridge the gap between us and Jesus, our leaders
cannot bring us over the gap between the people of the church and Jesus. Ultimately we must
bring Jesus into our boat so that we are able to make our way forward in the presence of God and
equipped with all that God has provided for us, intentionally in the presence of God, so that we
may accomplish the mission which God has for us in the world.

John E. McCauslin
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SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2019 AMOS 5:7-15

7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground! 8 The
one who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and
darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on the
surface of the earth, the LORD is his name, 9 who makes destruction flash out against the
strong, so that destruction comes upon the fortress. 10 They hate the one who reproves in
the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 11 Therefore because you trample
on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but
you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink
their wine. 12 For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your
sins-- you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the
gate. 13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. 14
Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be
with you, just as you have said. 15 Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the
gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of
Joseph.

There are always those who do as they wish to make a buck or just for fun; not thinking of the
consequences, who will be affected or how.  It's easy to just do as you please, but God and Jesus
gave us rules to live by, just as we learned rules to live by at home, in school, at work.  There are
always rules to live by, but not everyone follows the rules and often those same people are
looking for others that will follow along.  These are the people we need to be careful of because
some of them will be directing us away from the rules of God and Jesus.  They may appear
normal and be a good leader, but if they aren't leading where we know we should be going we
need to take care and maybe look at what they're saying and doing and ask if this is what God and
Jesus would counsel us to do.  As we learned in Judges not every proclaimed prophet is a prophet
of God.  If they don't follow God's word, we shouldn't be following them.  When we aren't sure
about what someone wants us to do the first question we should always ask is, "Would God and
Jesus be happy with my decision?" because there are a lot of people out there that don't care.

Lord, you know about all the bad things here on earth all around us.  You are all
knowing.  You gave us free will and minds to make decisions.  We often wonder
why bad things happen, but know that no matter what happens you are always
there.  Unfortunately for us, we often don't make the right decision.  We make
mistakes and often don't face up to them.  We are so thankful you sent Jesus to
teach us the right way and are grateful for your steadfast love and acceptance. 
Please keep the dark things out of our lives.  Please give us the knowledge and
wisdom we need to follow your wishes and stay in the light.  Give us the ability to
discern what you would have us do and keep as much of the darkness away from
us as you can.

Kathleen Potter
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MONDAY MARCH 18, 2019 ISAIAH 55:1-2

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for
that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourselves in rich food.

The contradictions and paradoxes contained in this reading attracted me to this devotion.  How
can we buy and eat without money?  How can we buy the good life without money?  When we
spend our money, how do we end up with nothing?  We think that if it costs more we will get
something of more value.

In this reading the Prophet Isaiah tells Israel the Real Truth: 
our world's values are not God's values.  Isaiah's message
offers comfort to those who are in exile, those who have lost
everything to the Babylonians.  These exiles no longer have
money or property, and they are without their God Yahweh
because they cannot visit the Temple where Yahweh resides. 
This message calls to these exiles, letting them know that to
return to their God Yahweh they will need no money. 
Spiritual nourishment is available to all, not just to those who
have wealth.  All who spiritually thirst will find satisfaction and more with Yahweh.  Worshiping
the Babylonian gods will leave them empty and still thirsting, no matter how much they pay for
it.  In fact, the cost for spiritual nourishment from Yahweh has already been paid for by the
suffering servant.

Jesus gives a similar message to Nicodemus and the woman at the well.  The payment for eternal
spiritual satisfaction follows from belief and faith in Jesus and his teachings.  God's spirit will
satisfy with abundance.

This is good news for us still today.  We all pay for our water.  We pay for tap water and bottled
water.  Some are becoming impoverished by the cost of paying for our water - the water we use
and the water we drain back into the sewer.  In Detroit, churches are facing astronomical water
and sewer bills.  Those in Flint must buy all their water and buy filters for their water, because
their water became tainted.  Fresh water is already a much sought after commodity in many parts
of the world and it will only become more so as our population skyrockets.  

Spiritual strength can help us face these difficulties together.  It can help us find creative
solutions for the social justice crises encircling our water and waste distribution systems.  And
this spiritual nourishment overflows for our spirits without cost and without taking into account
racial and economic divisions.
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Dear Divine Spirit, it is hard to understand that such spiritual fulfillment costs
nothing.  We are so inured by our worldly culture that demands payment for
everything - always a tit-for-tat, a balancing of give and take.  But you offer us
unconditional and free love and forgiveness!  You offer an overflowing fountain
to nourish our spirits - we need only believe and follow Jesus.  And, when our
spirits are nourished, we have hope, and with hope we can face all obstacles this
world throws at us.  Thank you God for this amazing gift of life, of nourishment,
of abundance!        We sing your praises, Amen

Anne McCauslin
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TUESDAY MARCH 19, 2019 ISAIAH 55:8-9

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the
LORD.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Oh, so many thoughts here.  And, as with you, I have heard these verses my whole life.  I seem to
have wondered whether I was relegated to human thoughts and ways, such as being and feeling
anger, or jealousy, or selfishness, or laziness, or...fill in the blank.  

Gratefully, through time, I think I have come to see differently.  Yes, all of these are present in
our human condition and influenced by our world and the cultures and families in which we live. 
However, the message for me is that I do not need to stay or continue with these thoughts and
ways.  But rather, through our Lord, we are taught that we can move our minds and open our
hearts to higher ways.  We are taught to “make love your aim”, to have compassion as to walk in
another’s shoes.   

In the beatitudes, we hear that we are blessed when we desire to live in a higher way, when we
act with kindness and seek to create peace with all of those around us...and in us.  We even hear
that we are blessed when there are those who would speak and act against us as we stay true to
these higher thoughts and ways.  This reminds me of Michelle Obama’s phrase...When they go
low, we go high.  Hmmm...could this message be spreading?

Dear Lord,

I come today with the desire to live closer to your ways, to open my heart and to
let love be my aim as I encounter all of the people who will enter my life today. 
May I be kind and compassionate.  May I create peace in my world today as I seek
to open my thoughts and ways to be led by your thoughts and ways.

Amen 

Jane Schwab
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 20, 2019 PSALM 63:1

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for
you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

When I first saw this verse I immediately thought about the praise hymn Step by Step by David
Strasser. In the song it repeats how steadfast the person will follow and trust in God:

I will seek You in the morning
And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days

I think it takes an incredible amount of courage to have an ardent belief in not only God
but your own faith. That is at its basis what it means to have faith. Faith that God will
always be there, but also faith that your own strength can get you through any trial or
tribulation.

Crystal Balogh
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THURSDAY MARCH 21, 2019 HEBREWS 12:1-3 

3Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such
hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 

Balcony People

When I lived in Missouri, my pastor delivered an annual sermon entitled “Balcony People” directed
toward those graduating from high school and the local university. He would list Joseph, David, the
prophets, and others one might expect.  The congregation would be asked to reflect on the people in our
own lives who had influenced us and shown God to us.  I first pictured two Sunday school teachers, Mrs.
Bryan and Mrs. Wilson, my youth choir director, Ed Broussard,  my childhood pastor, G. Avery Lee, and
my paternal grandfather. They never gave up on me and showed steadfast love and encouragement.  It’s
been years since I heard those annual sermons but more faces have been added to my balcony, giving me
a keen sense of my journey of faith.

A few years ago, I received a letter from a former university student.  She went through a very difficult
time at college and wrote to tell me I was one of her balcony people.  It was a letter of love and gratitude
that I found overwhelming.  It arrived at one of the lowest points in my own life.  It had never occurred to
me that I might be someone’s “balcony person.”  It was personal. It was relational.  My former student
had persevered. I was persevering.

I had one of my many “duh” moments after that letter. What Jesus endured for me was personal.  It was
relational. He persevered. For me. For her. For you. Know that you are in someone’s great cloud of
witnesses. Let’s not grow weary or faint.  

We’re pilgrims on the journey
Of the narrow road
And those who’ve gone before us line the way
Cheering on the faithful, encouraging the
weary
Their lives a stirring testament to God’s 
sustaining grace

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses
Let us run the race not only for the prize
But as those who’ve gone before us
Let us leave to those behind us
The heritage of faithfulness
Passed on through godly lives

After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone,
And our children sift through all we’ve left behind
May the clues that they discover
And the memories they uncover
Become the light that leads them
To the road we each must find

Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful
May the fire of our devotion light their way
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe
And the lives we live inspire them to obey
Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful

Carol Cooper
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FRIDAY MARCH 22, 2019 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 10:2 and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 10:4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. 10:5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

"The Bar Is High"

This passage offers us a nice history lesson... We learn God initially treated the
Israelites very well. The passage speaks of the Cloud and the Sea. The Cloud
represents God's guidance, while the Sea represents God's deliverance. (God parted
the sea enabling safe passage, and escape from enemies). God, through Moses, was
very good to the Israelites.

God's goodness continues, as the Israelites drank and ate very, very well. The menu
included the finest spiritual food and drink. Might we say Christ was the chef? ... Let's
term Him a Five Star Chef!!... Might we say Christ was director of activities?... Let's
consider Him a Five Star Activity Director.. 

Yet, with all these spiritual gifts and privileges, Things Went Awry...!! What Happened?

This is where we must pay attention. These folks were in the wildemess. They
disobeyed. They made mistakes. They floundered. The bar was high for them. They
perished. 

Let's fast forward a bit. This passage offers a wonderful lesson for right now... Let's fast
forward to around March 22, 2019. What do you see yourself doing?. What do you see
yourself not doing?
 
Let's not ask what others are doing. Let's put the focus on ourselves. Yes, the one who
sits in the fourth pew on the left. Yes, the one who sits near the middle on the right...
Yes, the one who often works in the kitchen. 

Yes, the one who sings in the choir, goes to yoga class, and even attends Bible
Study!!

Always know and remember God forgives. God enjoys forgiving. God wants to forgive.

Is the bar high?  Of course it is.

John Feeney
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SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2019 1 COR 11:23-26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me." 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

I have been searching for more modern, or different, words to use during communion.  While on
the web I found some interesting information at progressivechristianity.org by Kurt Struckmeyer. 
He identifies 2 different approaches to the Table - One from the Gospels and one from Paul.  The
one from Paul focuses on the sacrificial and atoning death of Jesus, built on a relationship with
God based on faith alone.  The Gospel focus, he asserts, is on bringing the living Jesus to those
who are poor, suffering and oppressed.  The sharing at the Table is to transform us so that we are
able to act for Social Justice out in our broken world.  As we are a denomination working for
wholeness in a fragmented world, I find this Gospel focus very appealing.

Struckmeyer illuminates 5 elements of Communion that support a Social Justice focus:

1. As a meal linked to the Jewish Passover, it is a meal of Liberation.
2. As we recall all the meals that Jesus shared in the Gospels, we remember that he

ate with all types of people, mostly the marginalized.  This makes it an egalitarian
meal.

3. Jesus' table fellowship was a community event where everyone shared what they
had, so that none went without.  Thus, at the Table we are called to share our
talents and resources on behalf of all, especially the needy.

4. Jesus reminded his disciples that the meal together is a foretaste of God's kingdom
of love, when all are fed.  Thus, we are encouraged and empowered to live God's
vision today, to the best of our abilities, inviting and loving All.

5. This meal is sign of transformation.  We remember Jesus' transformation - a body
broken, a spirit spilled out.  As church, we are Christ's body, which we are to
break and poor out in service to others.  The communal nature of this
transformation reminds us that we are never alone in this struggle for justice.

From this writing I am trying to remember these words when offering communion to another:

THE BREAD OF LIFE FOR ALL WHO HUNGER
THE CUP OF COMPASSION FOR A BROKEN WORLD
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And these words as the Words of Institution:

On the night of his betrayal and arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his friends.  Jesus
took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it and gave it to his friends saying: Share this
bread among you.  This is my body which will be broken for justice.  Do this and
remember me.  When supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to God, and
gave it to his friends saying: Share this cup among you.  This is my blood which
will be shed for liberation.  Do this and remember me.

Dear loving Jesus,
It empowers me that you call each of us "friend" and that you sit at table with us. 
Continue to work within our lives and within this church, transforming us into
your workers for justice, mercy, and wholeness as we live to bring your love into
every encounter we have.  To your honor and glory we ask it, Amen

Anne McCauslin
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SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2019 JOHN 6:32-35 

32 Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you
the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives
life to the world." 34 They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 35 Jesus
said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Lent is often thought of a season where people “give up” something, or make a sacrifice.  And
this can be true.  But the principle is not so much about giving up something sacrificially, but of
giving up in order to make room for something else. For example, this year we might give up
breads and starches.  That covers quite a bit, including bread, pizza,  potatoes, rice, etc. We
expect to be hungry.  No longer will we be able to quickly turn to our favorite comfort foods and
satisfy our fleshly cravings. We may be very hungry.

Jesus said ‘I am the bread of life,’ whoever eats my flesh will know eternal life. We hope that in
our hunger we will turn in the right direction, that the bread of life will be freely available to us,
that it will meet our hunger and fill us beyond measure.

If instead we ate the bread of the flesh, we would not know the hunger, and we would not feel
any compulsion to turn towards the Lord for sustenance; we would just do it ourselves. We
would not know the need for the Lord in any but an abstract sense, and we would not be able to
experience the Lord in any but an abstract sense.  By “giving up” this food, we will be making
room for true food, food of the spirit.  The fleshly hunger pangs will be regular reminders to turn
to God for our needs.

In this way, we truly give up nothing. We are gaining everything.  The fleshly sacrifice will
hopefully be more than outweighed by the spiritual gain.

Anonymous
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MONDAY MARCH 25, 2019 PSALM 32:5-6

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, "I
will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah 6 Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.

– Doing something awful, be sorry, ask for forgiveness and continue in love ---

Ugh!  This takes me way back to when I was a child.  Anyone who knows me is aware that I am
an avid Boston Red Sox fan.  So, it should come as no surprise that as a child I would save up my
hard earned allowances to purchase baseball cards.  It was quite a collection.  I had a shoebox full
of baseball cards.  Some were terrific others not so much.  

We had a neighborhood game called ‘fling your cards at a wall’ and you had three tries to get
your card nearest to the wall.  If your ‘fling’ was closest to the wall you could scoop up all the
other cards that had fallen short and keep them.  If you happened to get a leaner on the wall
(which of course was the closest of all) the players could try one last toss to try to take down the
leaner in three attempts. This was a difficult chore yet promised a bounty of cards.  One day I
threw my best and most cherished Red Sox card, Ted Williams, and it landed as a leaner.  Ugh.

I gave it a huge try and my toss went straight into a neighbor boy's eye.  I bolted.  Got on my
bicycle and high-tailed out of there chasing the wind as fast as I could.  Tears blinding me,
gasping for air, I finally stopped at the local cemetery which we children had nick-named
"Paradise." There, I sat, contemplating for about a good hour or so as the sun was setting. 
Praying to God about how horrible I was to have injured the boy in the eye with my toss of a
baseball card.  I could not hide from my feelings of sinfulness.  

My older brother found me and told me to come home the neighbor boy was fine - I had not
injured his eye, the card I had thrown glanced off the side of his glasses and he was fine.  I was
saved!  He was saved!  To this day I don't know what happened to the Ted Williams card but it
didn't matter anymore - I was filled with double the joy compared with my emotional sinfulness
moments before.  Sinfulness drags us down like an anchor.  Forgiveness releases us like a
balloon full of air releasing the pressure of discomfort.  And yet, God was my anchor even as I
wept at my own transgression. I had been released.

At this point I would like to add that the Lord's Prayer is appropriate in this instance:  it follows
the Psalm 32 very well.  Praise be to God. Selah. (Selah means pretty much "think about this").

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever , Amen.

Rev. Susan Menko
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TUESDAY MARCH 26, 2019 JONAH 3:10-4:3, 11

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became
angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD! Is not this what I said while
I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3 And now, O LORD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live." 11 And should I
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their
left, and also many animals?"

In Jonah we see the prophet enveloped in his national hatred for the Ninevites, the people of
Assyria, who had captured and destroyed the northern Hebrew Kingdom of Israel and who had
otherwise devastated Judah almost to obliteration.  The mindset of Jonah and most of Israel was
that these awful people, faithful to their own god, had been evil devastators, and it was rightful
that Israel and its God should exploit every opportunity to obtain revenge.

Yahweh proposes to convert the Ninevites to Yahweh worshipers, and appoints Jonah the task of
bringing the message.  Jonah balks, desiring instead the genocidal vengeance for which Israel has
been waiting. Ignoring Jonah’s fear and loathing of the Ninevites, Yahweh compels Jonah’s
submission and the Ninevites are converted, to Jonah’s bitter disappointment.

This sets the stage for the crucial exchange between the God Yahweh, and Jonah, as the stand-in
for Israel.  Jonah complains of the unfairness that the Ninevites should escape divine punishment. 
Yahweh responds with the core truth:  I, Yahweh, alone am the God of all peoples, Hebrews and
Ninevites alike.  I, Yahweh, alone am God, and all people, Hebrews and Ninevites alike, are my
people.  What Hebrews do they do in relationship with Me, and what Ninevites do they do in
relationship with Me.  While I am especially fond of Israel, I treasure all of my people.  When the
Ninevites are unfaithful, I am no less heartbroken than when Israel is unfaithful.  When the
Ninevites suffer, I am no less wounded than when Israel suffers.  I, Yahweh do not compete with
other Gods for the affection and success of my chosen people, and my people do not compete
with each other for my affection.
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To fail to see this intimate connection between Yahweh and each and every nation is to violate
the very first of the commandments from Exodus, Chapter 20:  

... you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to
them or worship them....

To accept that other nations do not operate as children and subjects of the One God is to set up an
idol and, in a backhanded manner, worship it.  The only appropriate way to honor God is to
honor as fact the truth that the people of each and every nation are children and subjects of the
One God.  One does not righteously seek the extermination of any of God’s children, nor does
one rightly seek vengeance against any child of God. As for the relationship between God and
other nations and peoples, that is between God and them.

If we make the mistake of understanding that the way in which we worship God is the ONLY
way to worship God then we ignore God’s claim of ineffability. Ineffable means ineffable. Each
human being worships our ineffable creator in our own way, just like each child has a unique
relationship with their parents. Sometimes the way of others is very different from our way, but
we must keep in mind that their love of God is no less cherished by God than is our love.

John E. McCauslin
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 27, 2019 PSALM 130:1-8

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 2 Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be
attentive to the voice of my supplications! 3 If you, O LORD, should mark
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you
may be revered. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than
those who watch for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the
LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. 8 It is he
who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.   

“... unspeakable things.”

She broke from staring at the wall and peered up and the man she was speaking to, or more 
listening to, but really was just lost in thought while pretending to listen. “I’m sorry?” “I was just
saying that I’ve done unspeakable things,” he replied, “when I was drinking… to my family… to
anyone who meant anything to me. I hurt them all so badly and I lost them. And like I said, I lost
my faith back then, too.”

She realized that she had stopped listening to him when he first mentioned losing his faith
because she could relate. One of her close friends had been murdered earlier that year and she
could not, for the life of her, understand how God could let it happen. It had broken her in two.
Her faith destroyed… she hated God. Or maybe God hated her.

“... and then I stopped drinking and changed who I was.”

Oh no, she’d stopped listening again. She tried to focus. “You’ve always been a great guy,
though!” But she knew this wasn’t true because she had heard stories from another of her friends,
one of his daughters. This daughter would barely speak of the father she suffered through when
he was drinking, but shared certain horrible stories from her past. Her mother left him. His other
daughter would no longer speak with him. He really had lost his family…

“... and this is when I decided that I would do whatever God wanted me to.” 

He ignored her last comment and continued to talk about how he had changed. “I figured out that
once I let God into my heart, I was much better for it. I stopped the drinking and found my
Nancy… and found another family… my family through the church. At least one of my daughters
forgave me and came to the church with me. You and she are friends, right? I love that. You two
really get along! Anyway, I decided that if I was asked to do something for God, I would do it…
because I figure I’m a better man when I do what God wants, even if I don’t want to do it. I’m a
better Christian. This is one of the best choices I’ve made. I’m so glad they asked me to do this.
I’m really happy!”

She looked around now at the smiling faces around her. The day had been long and hard helping
strangers with painting their homes. Everyone was exhausted and yet full of life. They hugged
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each other… danced and sang with each other… prayed out loud together… witnessed God’s
love in each other’s actions and stories. Being asked to volunteer at this teen missions trip
brought God back into her life. With each breath, she could feel God’s love grow stronger.
God’s mercy, God’s grace… it flowed through her as she threw her arms around his shoulders.
“Thank you!” she exclaimed into his neck, tears streaming down her cheeks, salty in her mouth.
“I just can’t thank you enough! Thank you for saying yes when they asked you to come here…
you know what I’ve been through and how I felt about God. You pulled me to the side to help
me see that I can forgive God. I have it in my heart to surrender to God!”

Before writing this story, knowing today’s passage is a Psalm, I considered how the Psalms are
poetic passages in the Bible. In college, I took a class on writing Poetry where we examined, at
one point, how poetry is used as lyrics in songs. Music inspires me. Part of what helped bring me
back to God was listening to, singing along with, and jumping up and down to uplifting Christian
songs with the teens during that mission trip so many years ago. Upon reading the scripture I was
to write a devotional about, many songs started to swim around in my head but one dove straight
into my heart. Newworldson was not a band on my radar before I heard this song but now their
lyrics have inspired me to share and invite God to stay in my heart. I invite you to look them up
on YouTube, but specifically this certain song. 

Instead of ending this devotional with a prayer, I pray you out with the lyrics that move me daily,
“Sweet Holy Spirit,” by Newworldson

Sweet Holy Spirit

Pride is weighing me down.
It’s choking my heart.
I’m chained up and bound.
If pride is my prison
Then Grace be my key.
Sweet Holy Spirit,
Come rescue me.

You know for so long I was a drowning man.
I was hopeless and lost at sea, yes I was.
But Lord You threw me a line,
Brought me back to Your shore.
Now I can feel the light from Your lighthouse
Shining down on me, yes I can.

Worry, oh what can I say?
I’ve worried so much,
I forget how to pray.
Well, I’m down on my knees
And this is coming from my soul
Sweet Holy Spirit,
Come make me whole.

Spirit.. Spirit I surrender
Spirit.. Spirit I submit to you now
Spirit.. Spirit I surrender
Spirit.. Sweet Holy Spirit!

Jennifer Johnston
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THURSDAY MARCH 28, 2019 LUKE 15:19-20

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands."' 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around
him and kissed him.

I'm sure that all of us messed up at some point in our life, especially as teenagers.  I never felt
unworthy to be my parents' child, but I sure knew that I had deeply disappointed them on
occasion.  Admitting to my parents that I was wrong in doing whatever I had done was very hard. 
Like the prodigal son, I felt that my parents could never forgive me.  Over time, I learned about
unconditional love.  I, also, learned that I had to do three things:                                                      

1. Apologize to anyone I had hurt or offended.                                                                      
2. Correct the problem I created and                                                                                       
3. Tell my parents what I had learned from my experience.   

From my earthly parents' actions, I felt and learned about unconditional love.  In this parable I
was able to see parents love was only a small sliver of God's love for every one of his children. 
When I read about King David and all his sins, I was able to see that God had great love for him,
a miserable sinner.  If God could love someone like King David, He surely could love me.  I
could imagine God having a great party in Heaven when I accepted His unconditional love.  We
all do this every day when we remember Jesus who died for all of our sins.  Perhaps we should
sing an old Sunday School song each day to remind us of His unconditional love for us.

Come into my heart, come into my heart

Come into my heart Lord Jesus. 

Come into today, come in to stay

Come into my heart Lord Jesus.

Marge Hamann

LORD, Teach me to love without condition!
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FRIDAY MARCH 29, 2019 2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-19

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us.

Reconciliation

God, you are so great!  You created us and everything around us.  There is nothing
you don't know.  You continue to send challenges our way and you are always 10
steps ahead of us.  You know our intentions, faults and shortcomings as well as
our successes and triumphs.  Please forgive us for all our short comings from the
smallest indiscretion to the largest betrayal.  We're always trying, but we know we
fall short many many times in our lives.  Reconciliation with you is as easy as
saying, "I've done __________________ and I'm so sorry.  So, please forgive me
and help me to never repeat this action again."  You sent Jesus so we could learn
of your love and how to stay in on the right path.  Although that path is sometimes
difficult to follow, please give us what we need to continue toward your wishes
and betray only those things that would pull us from your path.

Kathleen Potter

Forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.
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SATURDAY MARCH 30, 2019 LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32

12 The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the
property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13 A
few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.

Oh Yes, the story of the prodigal son.  It is so easy to think, “What a waste!” and even to wonder
why he didn’t DO something to create a more secure future.  And why did he dishonor his father
like that!  Of course, few of us have gone THAT far in our early life.  There must be reasons for
this story to be in our teachings!  We know of the forgiveness and the joy of the return on the part
of the father.  But what about the son?  I can wonder how this part of the story applies to me. 
Hmmm...who have I not honored and what have I squandered?

I think, first, of when I was young, even high school, and living at home.  I know I didn’t realize
or honor all of the hard work and commitment of my parents to make a good home for me.  I
resisted and disliked many of the rules, and of course, the CHORES!  I didn’t realize that they
were setting a baseline for organizing my life and that everyone in a family has something to
contribute to the whole.

After high school, I went to college with a great deal of help from my parents.  I learned later that
my father, every week, had taken a bit of earnings from the store to put into a savings account to
help with my college. Starting college was an amazing experience!  Everything was different, a
whole new and exciting life!  And, in the midst of all of this, did I do my best at my studies?  Not
always...yet. I certainly did some dishonoring and squandering here.  

So, why this story?  I think it humbles me to realize that I have made some decisions that have
not been the best.  I hope it helps me to realize that all of us have our moments when we could
have been more honoring of people in our lives.  And perhaps this can lead us to a little more
compassion, a little more patience...and even an honoring of those in our lives...hmmm...perhaps
even of those who push our buttons!

Jane Schwab

THE PRODIGAL
The Story of Our Lives.
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SUNDAY MARCH 31, 2019 LUKE 15:29-32

29 But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31 Then the father said to him, 'Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.'"

When I told my 9 year old grandson about writing for the Lenten Devotional, Andrew asked what
verses did I choose.  When I read the verses, Andrew said, "Oh I know.  It's about the brother
who thought his dad didn't love him as much as he did his brother.  He really got mad."
I said that parents love all their children.  Only sometimes, one needs more attention than the
others.  

I asked Andrew why he thought the older brother was so mad at his father.  Andrew thought for a
minute, then explained, "It was like when Patrick (the 4 year old) skinned his knee.  He wanted to
cuddle with mom until he felt better.  Will, at 18 months threw a tantrum because he wanted
Mom all to himself.  He is too young to realize that Mommy will give him his turn to cuddle in a
few minutes.  Mommy still loves him too."

I realized at that moment that the older brother was too young emotionally to realize that his
father loved him no matter what.  He was having a tantrum.  He thought of love as something
that is finite,  That there is only a certain amount.  If his dad gave some to his younger brother,
that would mean there was less for him.  He hadn't yet learned that the more love you give, the
more love there is to give.  Love never stops growing.  His father loved them both, but at that
moment the younger brother needed to see his father's love with a celebration.

I hope I have the maturity to rejoice at the good fortune of others and grieve with them in times
of sorrow.  God loves us all.  He walks with us in times of joy and of sorrow.  I hope that I can
reflect God's love in my interactions with others.  If enough of us reflect God's love to others, the
others may not feel the need to be jealous.  They, too, will begin to reflect God's love and glory.

Dear loving God, please help us to realize that our jealousies have nothing to do
with other people.  They show our own feelings of inadequacy. So, please open
our hearts and minds to the light of Your love, the light that can chase jealous
feeling away.

Marge Hamann

CHERISH ONE ANOTHER AS I CHERISH EACH OF YOU!
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MONDAY APRIL 1, 2019 JEREMIAH 29:10-14

10 For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon's seventy years are completed
will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this
place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you
call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search for
me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you find me,
says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the
nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will
bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

"If you seek me with all your heart, [then] I will let you find me, says the Lord"

Today you get a mini-lecture. The phrase that most stuck in my mind from this selection
reminded me of Mendelssohn's "If With All your Hearts" which is from a different prophet but a
similar message.

The phrase quoted above from Jeremiah is of a common construction in mathematics: "If P then
Q". P is called the hypothesis and Q is the conclusion. In mathematics, if the hypothesis P is true,
then Q must also be true. However, if P is false, Q could be either true or false. 
Jeremiah is claiming that if we seek God with all our heart, then we will find God. This is an
ironclad guarantee - no expiration date, not a limited time offer, no exclusions. It is important
that we read the fine print, however. The key condition is that we seek with ALL our heart. I
must confess that I do not seek God frequently enough, and I find myself doing many things
half-heartedly too much of the time. The good news is that this statement is not an "if and only
if" statement. This statement does not claim that the only way we can find God is if we seek God
with all our heart. God may find us even if we are not seeking God at all. Paul wasn't seeking
Jesus, but Jesus found Paul. 

I take this passage as an encouragement to try and strive to seek for God with more of my heart.
But I also take comfort that despite my failings, God can find me even when I least expect it or
when both spirit and flesh are weak.

Chris Cartwright

The God who overcomes the IF 

and stands with us even THEN.
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TUESDAY APRIL 2, 2019 ISAIAH 43:19

43:19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I
will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

The writer Isaiah is quoting the Lord.  As we have discovered in our lives everyday things
change.  When tomorrow comes we always have in mind certain things that we need to do, or
want to think about, or expect to begin to accomplish.  Certainly not as tasks as huge as the Lord
has in mind, but nonetheless activities that require our thinking, planning, and doing.  So this is
life.  We have dreams and hopes. Things change.

So what usually happens when tomorrow comes? The unexpected. Things occur that we haven't
planned for or predicted.  Very often they interfere with our dreams and desires.  So what do we
do?  We have to make new decisions and often do things we hadn't immediately intended to do. 
This means that a large part of our planning has to include learning how to react to unexpected
change.

What does that mean and involve?  Among other things, it requires us to be aware of what is
happening; we must learn how to cope with situations that we hadn't expected. Above all this
involves studying and learning.  

Studying is making the effort to learn about the world around us, and learning to confront
situations that were not expected and in many cases not wanted.  This is why we go to school;
and so we must keep aware of life around us, and we must stay working on our skills at reacting
to unexpected.  Those we like and those we don't.

In addition to learning and practice is the necessity of prayer, and awareness of His teachings. 
Being active in attending our worship services and bible studies is such a help in doing that.

Our heavenly Father, thank you for our lives and the opportunities we have to
make living it a pleasure that glorifies you.  Help us to also accommodate the
difficulties that occur each and every day as we struggle with them.  
In Jesus name we pray.  Amen

May God's grace abide in you as you seek to follow the Lord.

David Heym
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 3, 2019 PSALM 126:5-6

Those who sadly plant, will harvest happily.  They cry as they bury seeds in the
earth.  Then they come back whistling with fistfuls of grain.

When I feel low, the absolute last thing I want to do is start a new project.  I want to wallow and
curl in a ball.  I want to shift sadness to rage and expel my energy in more comfortable paths than
pain.  I want to call my mother and pawn off my feelings on her to fix.  I don’t want to plant a
garden, study up for my continuing education, or even wash my laundry.  I may be able to
convince myself to stir up a roux working out sadness and anger and loss as it slowly thickens
into something thick and rich and impressive.  In the end, I may feel just a little placated, cradling
a plateful of something delicious.  The sadness may stay, but the sting lessens.

The world is over

The Sun and Earth are still intact

Nothing will be right again

It doesn’t have to be perfect to be good

I hate everything

Cat memes?  Pizza?  Laughing so hard that soda comes out your nose?  Your loved ones?

I’m so sad

                Get up.  You’ll feel better…

                … eventually

Unless you’re reading Jack and the Beanstock or playing the newest reincarnation of Farmville,
seeds take time to sprout.  Plants need water, sunlight and protection from all the creatures that
find them edible long before we call them ripe.  Seeds are only potential growth.  Keep them in
their packet, they’ll stay as they are.  You need to plant that which you wish to sow.  They require
a push before they can grow.  If they don’t get enough water, their leaves may yellow.  If
something shades them from the sun, they will be stunted.  If left unguarded, the early squirrel
might get the tomato.  If planted, watered, and well tended a seed is a tiny miracle waiting to
happen.  A handful of seeds can make many fistfuls of food.

When the snow melts and the ground thaws, you may turn over the earth to plant a garden.  If
your thumb is less than green, you may start a daily walking routine, that turns into jogging, that
turns into laughing through your panting breath when you cross the finish line of your first 5k. 
You may start talking to a stranger and stumble into fostering a new friendship.  Life grants
innumerable metaphorical seeds. 
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Seeds are planted with the belief, or at least the hope that something will grow.  Even in times of

sorrow, we must kindle hope for the future. 

It may take time, but there are potential fields of happiness in your future. 

When the world is black with despair, cry.  Cry and cultivate a future happiness.

When all you have is seeds, you have seeds and God.  He can do a heck of a lot with an acorn. 

Think what he can do with you.

Kate Mills
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THURSDAY APRIL 4, 2019 1 PETER  2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy. 

The famous quote from English cleric and poet John Donne fits here, I believe: "No man is an
island." We can make that statement more inclusive, but the point is clear enough. Each of us is
different, and yet the communities which we inhabit help define our identity. Family, state,
nation, church. Peter declares: "once you were not a people, but now you are God's people." If we
are in Christ, we become part of God's people. As God's people, we take on a certain identity.

Whoever is the author of this letter attributed to Peter, that person understood what it means to be
part of a covenant community. The Jewish people drew their identity from a series of covenants
that go back to Abraham, a covenant that was renewed and deepened with Moses and the escape
from Egypt. When Jeremiah speaks of a new covenant, one might see the exile and its aftermath
as another renewing of that covenant. Through these covenants an identity is formed. Peter picks
up on these themes and applies them to the new Christian community.

To be in Christ places one among those who form a chosen race. Another word here, one that
Paul uses, is "elect." God has elected to embrace those who are in Christ. To be among the
chosen, is to receive a royal priesthood. The Christian community is a kingdom of priests.
Everyone has "royal blood" and "priestly authority." We can all, no matter our vocation, serve as
mediators for one another before God. We can all go to God in prayer for one another. Finally,
we are part of a holy nation. To be in Christ, to have been baptized, means we are cleansed and
renewed, and made holy before God.   

Having been chosen to serve as priests for a holy nation, as part of God's own people we can
"proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light." We
are called as a people to share the light that is God with the world. That sharing of the light
comes in different forms, but it is all rooted in our being part of God's holy people. 

We are not islands. We are part of covenant communities!  We might be shy. Why might not
stand out! But we belong! Thanks be to God!

Pastor Bob Cornwall

39



FRIDAY APRIL 5, 2019 JOHN 12:7-8

7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day
of my burial. 12:8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have
me."

The death of Jesus is coming. The Roman government without a legitimate trial will kill Jesus
because it thought he had upset the people it was trying to dominate. How did the Disciples
prepare and manage this tragic occurrence? 

Our lives are not easy either as things happen which we hadn't expected and have to manage the
results.  Mary spent a huge sum of money acquiring the perfume as a gift for Jesus, and had not
expected to have to throw it away because of the unexpected horrible event about to claim his life 
 She was certainly very despondent and extremely saddened by the sudden tragic occurrences. 
How was she going to handle it all?

It turns out as I was planning to write about Jesus' execution for the Lenten Devotional, I've had a
horrible tragedy.  Of course not as serious and terrible as the Crucifixion, but certainly very sad.

Just as I was getting out of bed this morning a telephone call from a friend.  A dear friend of
mine was driving home from our table tennis evening when a drunk driver drove across the
center line and smashed head-on into Hans's automobile.  She walked away but Hans was
seriously injured and died in the hospital the next day.  I've known and played table tennis with
Hans and his son Alex for forty years.  It's going to be very difficult dealing with this loss.

In Jesus case He was resurrected three days later, providing us with hope of our own resurrection. 
We celebrate every year, and are so happy to. We want to bring all our friends and acquaintances
to celebrate it with us.  So although we suffer and anguish because of unexpected deaths, and
though we know that human life is limited, there is hope, for today and for eternal life beyond the
grave.  Therefore we give thanks to Jesus for his Resurrection and even though knowing that our
lives are limited we want to thank Jesus for his life, death and resurrection, and the hope He
brings to us, for renewal of life, and for new life. Let us try to live our limited lives in way that
will honor Jesus and his message.

So back to study and learning.  We need
to appreciate the big picture and try as
hard as we can to do what we can to help
all those around us to discover the hope
that is in Jesus and His teachings.  

O God who gave us life and allowed us to have good friends and families, we
thank you.   May we express this thankfulness to our friends and families, and let
them know that not only do we love them, but we want them to love God, be
faithful to the Lord and follow His teachings.  For Jesus sake we pray.  Amen

David Heym
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SATURDAY APRIL 6, 2019 John 12:3

12:3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume.

"What's Your Batting Average?

We see the ultimate in surrender and love in this single verse. How powerful it is!!
Whole hearted action and emotion are illustrated.

The action Mary takes is surrender. The emotion Mary shows is love.
She surrenders to God totally, and loves God fuIIy.
 
Can anyone of us match what Mary has done? Can you surrender so totally? Can 
you love so fully?

An interesting exercise, lets each compare ourselves to Mary. Keep in mind that 
the Mary we see here has not read the Apostles' Creed.

Accordingly, Mary does not know: 

Jesus is soon to be “crucified, die, and be buried.” 

Jesus will soon “descend to the dead, and on the third day, rise again." 

Jesus will soon “ascend into heaven and sit at the right hand of the Father”

Now, we who have read the Apostles' Creed and know what
happened 2000 years ago subsequent to Mary anointing Jesus feet,
and wiping them with her hair, what is our batting average? 

Here are a few of God’s expectations of us, followed by questions: 

God asks us to be at peace among ourselves ... 
How are we doing here?

God asks us to pray in all circumstances... 
How many of us can raise their hands?

God asks us to continually offer praise and thanks... 
What is our batting average here? 

Clearly, none of us can come close to matching Mary's surrender and love. And yet God 
loves us nonetheless. Baseball season will soon be upon us. improve your batting average.

John Feeney
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SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2019 1 COR 15:3-8

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

I had to read the text that came before and after these verses to grasp what this selected scripture
was telling me. I often have to do this, look at what came before and what comes after something
to get a better understanding of a reading, a news story, or anything being told to me. Often times
having to interact with text multiple times in different modalities to gain the importance and
significance of what I am reading. This is my take away from this text... in order to grasp the
magnitude and significance of the resurrection Jesus appeared to many different people at
different times and in different groups. In doing this, his disciples understood that he was the
Christ who was resurrected. Knowing him in life, witnessing his crucifixion and death, and
finally seeing and talking with him after the resurrection; they were fully able to grasp what he
had been telling them.  

When the full picture comes into view, everything makes sense. We are able to put all of the
pieces together to come to a better understanding. There are many instances, though, were we
don’t have all of the information or the full story. God has not yet revealed the bigger picture yet,
but we act in faith that it will be and once we do have the full picture we will know how to act.  

Bethany M.
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MONDAY APRIL 8, 2019 ISAIAH 50:4B

4 Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.

What do you do when you first wake up in the morning? What do you hear? How do you
feel?

When I first get up I’m usually a little grumpy because I want a few more moments of
sleep before rushing to work. Rarely do I find myself waking up thinking of God. Maybe,
however, that is exactly what we should be doing. I know from personal experience that
on mornings when I wake grumpy and rushed the rest of my day is less than
spectacular. When I have mornings where I can lie in bed and meditate, I feel refreshed
and ready to take on the world.

We need to start listening to ourselves and God. Slow down to stop and smell
metaphorical roses. In fact stop and smell an actual rose, it’s very mood lifting.
I’ve recently started to do a couple minutes of meditation when I first wake up. The key
is to come up with a mantra that will help to be your best self. My mantra is, have peace
and be patient. You may have something you like be courageous or just breath.

My task for you over the last few weeks of Lent it to try this meditation. Open your heart
and mind to what God is saying to you. Finally I leave you with a song that I hope puts
you in a peaceful mindset:  Nearer My God to Thee, by Sarah F. Adams.

Crystal Balogh

NEARER MY GOD TO THEE
Sarah Flower Adams

Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee!
E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me,
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to
Thee.

Refrain:
Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee!

Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,
Darkness be over me, my rest a stone;
Yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to
Thee.

There let the way appear, steps unto Heav’n;
All that Thou sendest me, in mercy giv’n;

Angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to Thee.

Then, with my waking thoughts bright with
Thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;
So by my woes to be nearer, my God, to Thee.

Or, if on joyful wing cleaving the sky,
Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I’ll fly,
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to
Thee.

There in my Father’s home, safe and at rest,
There in my Savior’s love, perfectly blest;
Age after age to be nearer, my God, to Thee.
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TUESDAY APRIL 9, 2019 ISAIAH  43:1-3

1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are
mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba
in exchange for you. 

The Lord is our only savior. He brings us everlasting salvation.

In previous chapters. Isaiah related the destruction that happened when Israel became blind and
deaf to the word of the Lord.  Then, Isaiah reminds us to listen to the word of the Lord who
created and formed Israel. 

"I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior."

If we truly believe this, we won't worry what others say.  We will look to the Lord for our
salvation which will endure forever.

Isaiah brought the good news to the people of Israel.  Like many prophets before and after him,
his advice was not believed by the majority of the people.  They were deaf and blind to what the
Lord had to say through Isaiah.  The coming of Jesus, the Christ was foretold when he said that
my righteousness draws near, my salvation is on the way and my power will bring justice to the
nations.

Like the Israelites of Isaiah’s time, we, too, fail to listen to the words of the Lord. We chase the
gods of fame and fortune instead of the Light of Jesus.  We may attain both fame and fortune, but
find they don't satisfy our need for inner peace which only God can give us.  If we follow the two
commandments that Jesus gave us, ‘Love your Lord with all your heart, mind and soul,’ and,
‘love your neighbor as yourself,’ we can find the peace that passes understanding, the peace that
only God can give.

Open your heart, mind and soul to the paths of righteousness and eternal salvation and God will
grant them all to you.

Marge Hamann

“Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord ....”
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 10, 2019 PSALM 118:22-24

22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  23 This
is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  24 This is the day that the LORD
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

"This is the day that the LORD has made, let us rejoice in it." We don't always feel that way, but
it is the word the Psalmist brings us. The Psalm is designated for use on Palm Sunday, the day on
which we celebrate Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. In Christian theology, Jesus is the
stone that the builders rejected. He is also the stone whom God accepted, and upon this stone
God builds the realm of God.

In verses 26-27, the Psalmist declares:

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you.

27 The LORD is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.

With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up to the horns of the altar.

It is this reference to the festal procession that leads to the Psalm's use for Palm Sunday. With
boughs or palm branches we join in the parade, going up to the altar, where we celebrate the
presence of the Lord.

The triumphant nature of Palm Sunday will quickly give way to the horrors of Good Friday, but
here we have a reminder that Good Friday will not have the last word. The stone that has been
rejected will become the chief cornerstone of the Temple. What humanity may reject, God
accepts. That is true, of course, with Jesus,
but not only with Jesus. God often uses
those whom the worldly wise deem
unworthy or not useful. In God's timing,
they participate in God's work, which is
deemed marvelous.  

Yes, "this is the day that the LORD has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!"

Pastor Bob Cornwall
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THURSDAY APRIL 11, 2019 JOHN 1:9-14

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full
of grace and truth. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He came in as most of us do, in anonymity. He arrived in a troubled corner of the world and with his
family, was forced to flee as a refugee. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He lived a humble life learning the trade of a carpenter from his earthly
father, and learned the scriptures from which his destiny had been foretold. He came into what was his
own, never claiming the power or prestige due to him. Instead he lived a simple life, and served his
heavenly father's purpose in the world by empowering those around him, both great and small, to become
the people of God.  He took to the road and he lived among the people, sharing scripture and stories so
that they might understand what God had intended for them. He broke down barriers long established
that had divided people and caused pain and hardship. He spoke to authority with a voice that exposed
their hypocrisy and the perversion of the scriptures in order to obtain wealth and power.  He treated all
people with respect and dignity and provided the example which all mankind should embrace.

I look around us now, at the politicians and business leaders, and at the bigots and extremist bullies that
seem to dominate the news. I am sickened to see the horrendous abduction of refugee children from their
families and of women and children brokered to provide salacious entertainment for immoral monsters. I
am frustrated by those whose mantra is to win at all costs/scorched earth philosophy. It seems as though
the world has hardly changed in the millennia since Jesus arrived.  Sadly, it seems, darkness is always
with us, even as Christ has shown us the light.

I do not care to dwell in the darkness. I prefer to bask in the light. There are times when the darkness
closes in around me, and at times may take hold for a while, but I know that there is hope and goodness
among God's people still.  And the word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.
He is with us always, and his message of grace and truth abides within us.

As the people of God, we are to shine the light where there is
darkness. We need to stand up and speak out against what is wrong.
We need to rebuke those who hold extreme viewpoints and bigots
that corrupt our politics and national ethos. I pray that we stand up
and seek out those who can represent us with dignity and civility,
who possess the tolerance and wisdom to foster meaningful
discussion in which to enact laws that will benefit all the people, and
not the money changers and special interest groups. This is my
prayer in this season of hope and redemption.

David Potter
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FRIDAY APRIL 12, 2019 Philippians 2:9-11

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Scholars have debated whether this passage represents a hymn or if Paul was offering words that
could become a personal creed.  Whatever the context, these words have always filled me with
awe and also with the realization of my inability to comprehend the sheer magnitude of the
Godhead of Jesus.  They fill me with joy to know that it is by my faith, and not by the extent of
my understanding, that I am a child of God. Praise God!  

An old hymn based on this scripture may by be familiar to some, however, to me the tune is
rather somber compared to the enormity of the words.  In the UK in the 1960s, a new tune was
composed so school children could easily sing it in morning assembly.  It remains dear to my
heart.  I found a YouTube video with lyrics on the screen, sung by the congregation of the
Durham Road Baptist Church, Gateshead, UK.  Perhaps it will speak to you too.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4d4UXSJXig 

1. At the name of Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow,
ev'ry tongue confess him King of glory now.
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

2. At his voice creation sprang at once to sight,
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,
all the heav'nly orders in their great array.

3. Humbled for a season to receive a name
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came,
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,
brought it back victorious, when from death he passed.

4. In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue
all that is not holy, all that is not true;
crown him as your Captain in temptation's hour:
let his will enfold you in its light and power.

5. Brothers, this Lord Jesus shall return again,
with his Father's glory, with his angel train;
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him King of glory now.

Lyrics by Caroline M. Noel (1870)

Carol Cooper
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IN  WHOM  DO  YOU  PLACE  YOUR  TRUST?

SATURDAY APRIL 13, 2019 MATTHEW 5:43-45

43 “You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.' 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous.”

Will we listen to him?

It has been said that "the only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun."
This belief is grounded in a worldview that denies the power of God, one that believes that
justice belongs to the powerful and that believes, as Mao Tse Tung said, "power comes out of the
barrel of a gun."  Nothing could be further from the genuine truths of Christianity.  

Obviously bigger guns with more bullets will usually defeat smaller guns with less bullets. That
is a practical reality. But the belief that goodness can only prevail by killing badness, by taking
the life of another, is the real lie.  This is the lie which denies the truth of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, the lie which rejects the power of God, the lie which accepts and honors violence as
the ultimate idol. 

This belief assumes that the difference between a “good guy” and a “bad guy” is the raw claim
that one’s intentions are better than the other’s.  If the arrogance behind the claim were not
evidence enough of a lie, then the falseness of this position is proven beyond a shadow of a doubt
by the need, and the claim of right, to use violence to enforce it.

This belief system presumes that violence is a personal right of the righteous, to be used when it
is convenient, as determined by the righteous.  This belief presumes that “goodness,” must be
protected by humans and imposed by force.  This belief denies the teachings of Jesus and the
power of God

In the last week of Jesus’ life, the week of the Jewish national Passover celebration, Jesus came
riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. At the same time Caesar, in the person of Pontius Pilate, came
riding into Jerusalem at the head of an army.  Who is it that we follow today:  Jesus or Caesar? 
Who is our God? 

Shall we succumb to the idol of violence, or shall we embrace the teaching of Jesus, that true
power is made perfect in weakness?  Will we accept the assurance that the Grace of God will
always be sufficient?  

Shall we seek the peace of the Spirit, the peace that passes all understanding or will we give in to
the fear of the flesh and take refuge from the violence of others with our own acts of violence?

John McCauslin
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SUNDAY APRIL 14, 2019 LUKE 19:29-30

19:29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples,  19:30 saying, "Go into the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 

A Peaceful Entry

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find
tied there a colt that has never been ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.

2000 years ago if a warrior or a general or a king wanted to take over and be the new leader, he
would come into that town on a war horse. Have you ever stood next to a really big horse? I
mean a really BIG horse? They are huge and very powerful-and a little frightening. Behind the
leader and his huge horse would come all the king's soldiers, each one carrying weapons ready to
fight!

BUT if that city already was his, he would ride down the main street of that city on a little
donkey. He didn't need a war horse. Behind the king would come his soldiers, but with no
weapons. That showed everyone that the king was in charge; that he had nothing to fear from that
town.

Just outside the big city of Jerusalem, Jesus got on a donkey and he rode it right down the main
street of Jerusalem. And behind him came children, women, men, elderly people all singing.
Jesus was telling those powerful people who had a secret plan to get rid of him, that he was
already in charge. He was not afraid of them or of anyone else. He rode right through the gates of
Jerusalem on a donkey to show everyone that he had nothing to fear. 

Jesus is the king who is not afraid of anything.  A hero of another kind, shepherding his people.   

O Holy One, we praise you with wonder at your teachings, may they help us to
understand the need for peaceful ways of meeting the wants and needs of your
people in a humbling and loving way.  Amen.

Rev. Susan Menko
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MONDAY APRIL 15, 2019 ISAIAH 65:17-19

17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall
not be remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I
am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a
delight. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the
sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.

Isaiah is referring to what will happen when God delivers Israel’s righteous after the Apocalypse.
We typically look at Isaiah to foretell what will occur in the future, usually once Jesus has arrived
– This reading is foretelling what we will see and how the heavens and the earth will be
recreated. It is important to distinguish between re-creating our world, and creating a new world
for us.

As soon as I realized this, I was touched. Forty-plus years ago, on April 15th, Susan and I brought
forth our first child into this world. Jennifer did indeed lead to creating a new world for us. And
we were blessed in ways that were too many to count. We watched her take her first steps, start
talking, and hugging us.  The wonders continued, as we heard her play the viola and sing, with
wonderous beauty.  And now, she has given us a grandchild to continue providing joy and love.
Praise God!

Holy Creator, we thank you for changing our world, both
with the birth of our first child, and by the birth of your
Son, Jesus, the Christ. God, hear our prayer of
thanksgiving.  

Amen, and Hallelujah.

Russ Menko

(Several cross references: Isaiah 66:22, 23; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1)
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TUESDAY APRIL 16, 2019 PSALM 118:17

17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.

PASS IT ON
By Kurt Kaiser

It only takes a spark
To get a fire going

And soon all those around
Can warm up in its glowing

That's how it is with God's love
Once you've experienced it

You spread His love to ev'ryone
You want to pass it on

What a wondrous time is spring
When all the trees are budding

The birds begin to sing
The flowers start their blooming
That's how it is with God's love

Once you've experienced it
You want to sing it's fresh like spring

You want to pass it on

I wish for you my friend
This happiness that I've found

You can depend on Him
It matters not where you're bound
I'll shout it from the mountain top

I want my world to know
The Lord of love has come to me

I want to pass it on

I shall not die but live and share the deeds of
the Lord. When I think about sharing the
song Pass It On comes to mind. Passing on
what the Lord has done is how he continues
to live through us.

2 Corinthians 5:15
15 And he died for all, that those
who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for
them and was raised again.

He gave so much up for us. It is only fitting
that we carry on his work through the
actions that we do everyday. We should take
a look at Jesus’s life and see how we can
make ourselves like him.

How we can better ourselves in a world that
always seems to be pushing us in many
directions.

Ashley Balogh
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 17, 2019 REVELATION 22:1-6

1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing
of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, "These words are
trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent
his angel to show his servants what must soon take place." 

We have access to God and his life giving blessings. Now, the angel shows John
more of Heaven - the water and river of life flowing from God Himself, coursing down
upon his faithful, This is the essential life of the universe that also heals the nations
and fuels the faithful. God’s creation is no longer under the curse of sin; it has been
renewed. Instead of evil and strife, there will be praise and worship of the Lamb. The
faithful will see His face and bathe in His presence; our loyalty will be set and
pure, and the Lord will shine upon us all!

Why does John gives us this preview of Heaven?  Perhaps it is all about Hope, that
vital fuel and stimulant necessary for all we do in life and for Him. It is also the fuel
for us to be encouraged, so we can encourage others - to prosper and grow in times
of stress, suffering, and confusion. He has prepared a place for us; what is more
wonderful than that!

Deann Balogh
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THURSDAY APRIL 18, 2019 MAUNDY THURSDAY LUKE 22:19-20

19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me."  20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying,
"This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 

Turning humanity into a divine image

In the church in which I grew up we were not allowed to partake of the communion plate until
we had gone through confirmation classes to help us understand just what it was all about.  And
yet, it can be confusing when you begin to compare how each gospel describes this event.  For
instance, Jesus blesses the bread, and in other times he gives bread, yet in the Gospel of Luke
Jesus gives thanks over the bread.  Hmm…does this matter?  Luke certainly thinks so, but what
does this mean? Luke also places an emphasis on covenant rather than blood…hmm once again.  

We have to go all the way back to Exodus when Moses poured the sacrificial lamb blood on the
altar in the old covenant.  Jesus expresses a new covenant by pouring his own blood:  So,
covenant number one the people were saved by the blood of a lamb; and at this Passover, people
are saved by the blood of the Lamb.  

Taking communion is given to help us increase our faith-a nourishment of remembering who we
are in our faith as Jesus has told us "Do this in remembrance of me."  It prepares us for a future
through the earthly ministry of Jesus on earth.  It is the beginning of God's great good news.

Holy Creator, we follow in the footsteps of Christ, we are blessed - we are blessed
to come in the name of Jesus, we are blessed to bear his name as Christians, and
we are blessed to come to the Table as we remember.  Glory be in the highest. 
Amen.

Rev. Rick Green
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FRIDAY APRIL 19, 2019 GOOD FRIDAY LUKE 22:41-46

41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42
"Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be
done." 43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 44
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down on the ground. 45 When he got up from prayer, he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46 and he said to them, "Why
are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial." 

I can understand Jesus wanting to be alone the night before his betrayal, it can be easier to focus
when you are on your own, and he had a lot on his mind.  Meditation and prayer can be, should
be sometimes, all encompassing acts.  Sometimes your whole world needs to be your
communion with the Divine.  And he can't spend all his time, time that he is using to try to find
and be lead to strength, keeping an eye on his followers.  He can only advise them and trust that
they will listen and do what is needed.  

At the same time, I am baffled that he wouldn't want to be surrounded by those who are familiar
and who have helped take care of his Earthly form.  That he wouldn't want to seek comfort in all
that he would be leaving behind.  That would be such a human thing to do.  And even if he is the
Son of God, he is human too.  But is that the temptation that Jesus warns the disciples against? 
Is it the distractions of life getting between you and your practice?  Is the temptation of humanity
the failures of our own human endurance and will?

And I know that Jesus prayed for his life to be spared, if it be the Will of God, but isn't that a
prayer to be allowed the temptation of humanity?  Such single mindedness is fantastic to
contemplate.  To sit in prayer and praye alone is a huge accomplishment!  To not be bogged
down by the needs of our bodies and the limitations of our form.  Maybe that is why he needed to
withdraw from them; they were too much humanity to bear and too much hope to withstand.
Jesus was the son of God but he was also a child of humanity, raised by humanity and subject to
our flaws.  He took on a colossal burden for us and the forgiveness we receive is so much more
than I can imagine.  That, even when he was at one of his weakest points, he still had the
conviction and trust and love to see it through and accept his place in this scheme of hope is the
most human act of all.  

Maybe seeing his disciple's frailty while he was away
from them is what steadied his fear.

Kay Brannan

54



Gustave Doré (1832-1883)

SATURDAY APRIL 20, 2019 LUKE 23:41-43

41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong."  42 Then he said,
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  43 He replied, "Truly I
tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

New Found Faith

There were three "criminals" on the crosses that day. One
of them taunted him, saying, "Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!" (Luke 23:39) The other rebuked
the first one, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? (Luke 23:40).

The second criminal then turned to Christ for forgiveness,
and Christ gave it to him. This man's faith, in both God
and the Messiah, was strong. The man didn't deny his
guilt, or look for a way out.  He admitted he had been
condemned justly. In the last few moments of his life, he
asked for forgiveness and was ready to receive it. Even
more so, Jesus gave that forgiveness to him.

I am not an intuitive bible scholar, and have to look at several sources to understand the scripture
that I am reading.  As part of my research, I found these comments for versus 42-43, in the Life
Application Study Bible:

The dying criminal had more faith than the rest of Jesus' followers put together.
Although the disciples continued to love Jesus, their hopes for the Kingdom were
shattered. Most of them had gone into hiding. As one of his followers sadly said
two days later, "We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue
Israel" (24:21). By contrast, the criminal looked at the man who was dying next to
him and said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom." By all
appearances, the Kingdom was finished. How awe-inspiring is the faith of this
man who alone saw beyond the present shame to the coming glory!

I can only hope and pray that I will be able to find my faith to be as strong as this new follower of
Jesus.  Amen.

Russ Menko

55



SUNDAY APRIL 21, 2019 EASTER SUNDAY    LUKE 24:27-31

27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to
which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged
him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 

God reveals himself to us. He speaks to us in the rumble of thunder from his mountain. He
speaks to us through his prophets. He comes to us as a child, new and pure of heart and spirit. He
walks among us and shares his wisdom and teaches us to love.

In today's verses he comes to us a stranger, as a fellow traveler. He engages those traveling with
him on the long trek, and his words burned within their breasts helping to overcome their own
feelings of confusion at the loss of their dear friend, their mentor. They asked the stranger to stay
with them that evening, and to join them for a meal. And he revealed himself to them in blessing
the meal. At this point God revealed himself to them. Their eyes were opened to him, and they
recognized that their dear friend and mentor was among them, and then, He vanished from their
sight. The travelers returned to Jerusalem to share the news with the disciples of Christ's
resurrection, where Jesus revealed himself again saying "Peace be unto you".  He calmed the
disciples and opened their eyes to the scriptures that they might understand them fully. He
blessed them and then ascended to heaven.

God reveals himself to us every day in many ways, large and small. I guess the question is
whether we are attuned to receive the message He is sending us. Have we "tuned into" his
frequency by studying the scriptures, by praying and most importantly by listening for his
response?  Can we discern his presence among us thru our relationships with each other, in the
laughter of our children, or in the rumble of the thunder of a summer storm? I know that I
struggle with this, especially the listening part. My thoughts are often overloaded with
appointments, financial issues, health concerns, responsibilities and at times shutting down at the
end of the day to "recharge my batteries".  How much better is it to recharge by prayer, by getting
into the habit of sharing my concerns with "heavenly therapy". 

Heavenly Father, we seek your wisdom and peace in the world. We yearn for you
to reveal yourself to us, to be an active presence in our lives and to keep us
energized to do your work in sharing your light in this world that all may know
there is hope in your love, through Jesus. Amen.

David Potter
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