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Dear CWCC Family and Friends,

The Lenten season is upon us again.  

This is the season where we take time to renew our faith, to renew
our trust, and to renew our covenant with God.  So let us reflect this
year on where we have been and where we are going, as individuals
and as a congregation. Change is in the wind. We know the Lord
has plans for us. So let us spend time in discernment, and let us seek
out what the Lord has in store for us.

Let us who are called by our Lord’s name humble ourselves, pray,
seek God’s face, and turn from our distractions.  And in this way we
can move forward, armed with kindness and hope, and pursue
healing and proclaim the coming of the Kingdom!

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face
to shine upon you and be gracious to you, and may the Lord lift up
his countenance upon you and grant you peace.

Blessings,
John McCauslin
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MONDAY - FEBRUARY 24, 2020
Joel 2:1-2

2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of
the LORD is coming, it is near- 2 a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the
mountains a great and
powerful army comes;
their like has never been
from of old, nor will be
again after them in ages
to come. 

       So long in the dark
      You can see without

 light 
       You no longer fear

      the dark
     For your dark is now

 light. 
   -Atticus 

When reading this it makes me think of the darkness before the
light. Things will seem to be dark and gloomy but that leads to the
light of the Lord. We need the dark in order to see the light. I think
that it also goes to show that they are saying that the coming of the
Lord is the darkness, that dark things are going to happen that will
never happen again but it is necessary.  -Ashley Balogh
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TUESDAY  FEBRUARY 25, 2020
Joel 2:12-17 

2:12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts
and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will
not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet
in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 gather the
people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his
room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule and the
altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say,
"Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a
mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said
among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'" 

Before I could write anything, I had to do some research.  My
favorite source for this is the notes provided by the New Interpreters
Study Bible (NISB).  Reading these verses and corresponding study
notes, I learned that an army was approaching Zion, intent on
destroying it. Joel had sounded the Shofar to warn the people. 
Normally, I would have expected to read about a story of total
devastation.  Instead, Joel indicated there was a window of
opportunity that still remained open. Joel told the people of Zion to
turn from their ways, and their high Priests to beg for mercy. 
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Now, when I read this, I thought it was saying that the people of
Zion had no hope, and should prepare to be destroyed. Actually, the
prophet was telling the people to turn from their ways and beg for
mercy! In verses 12 and 13, Joel said, "Yet even now, says the
LORD, return to me with all your heart, fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to
the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing."  Our
Creator is a God of love and forgiveness. Similarly, today, we
should return to the teachings of Jesus as applied to our lives, ask
for forgiveness for our sins, and reach out to others to do the same. 

As an aside, when looking at the NISB notes, I discovered
something that just never would have occurred to me. I learned that
the Hebrew expression for “but even now” frequently occurs to
signal a complete turnaround. That applies to this reading as
follows: Initially, the people of Zion were getting ready to be
overwhelmed by the approaching army. Instead, Joel said that God
would turn around and forgive them, if only they would turn around
and ask for forgiveness. That gives me hope; with all of the hard
times people are suffering from today, they can still be forgiven and
saved. All we have to do is ask …

Holy Creator, please accept our pleas for forgiveness and mercy,
and help us to spread the word, that our neighbors and friends might
also be saved.  Through Jesus, the Christ, we pray.  Amen.

Russell Menko
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FEBRUARY 26, 2020 - ASH   WEDNESDAY
Genesis 32:22-31

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He
took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything
that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him
until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out
of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless
you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he
said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans,
and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there
he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Wrestling with God at the Jabbok

It’s been nearly three months since I began my sabbatical (I return
on December 1). When I began the warmth of summer was still with
us, and now as I near the end, an early snow has blanketed the
landscape. It has been a good and fruitful time of rest and reflection.
We need times like this; sabbaths that enable us to step back from
the busyness of life. The sabbatical is themed as “River Crossings.”
When the Elders of the church and I began planning for the
sabbatical we chose a theme that spoke to the realization that we are
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moving toward a time of transition. Though I’m not quite ready to
step away, my retirement is on the horizon. So, this time away has
allowed me to contemplate how I might help the congregation move
toward that new future that will involve a pastoral leader different
from me (perhaps a pastor who is much younger than me). I have
taken to heart the stories of Moses and Joshua in this regard, but the
story of Jacob’s encounter at the Jabbok also is intriguing. 

As seen above, Jacob finds himself at an important transition point
in his journey. He’s been away from home for a long time. He’s
gotten married (4 wives) and had children. He’s built up quite a
large legacy, but now he faces a moment of truth. He’s returning to
his homeland to face a brother with whom he has been at odds
(remember Jacob tricked Esau out of his inheritance). This reunion
could go very badly for him, even costing him his life. So, standing
at the fork of the Jabbok, he sends his family and his belongings
across the river, but he stays back on the far side of the river. 

If we know the full story, we can imagine what is going through his
mind. There is fear, along with anxiety and probably a bit of guilt at
what he had done to his brother. Things had turned out well for him
(at least materially), but the sibling rivalry is problematic. Having
sent his family across the stream (and everything he owns), he
decides to stay back, at least for a moment.  As he watches his
family cross the river, a stranger attacks, engaging him in a
wrestling match. They wrestle till daybreak when finally, the man
has had enough. The man pulls a dirty move, and knocks Jacob’s
hip out of its socket, crippling him at least for a moment. Eventually
the man gives in, but not before Jacob demands a blessing. 
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The stranger agrees, giving him not only the requested blessing but
a new name as well. That name is Israel, because, as the stranger
declares to Jacob, you have “striven with God and with humans, and
have prevailed.” A new name and a new calling. In return, Jacob
names the spot where they wrestled Peniel, “For I have seen God
face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” Now the time came for
him to cross the river and embrace the future, with all the risks and
rewards that it promised. 

I haven’t engaged in a wrestling match quite like this, nor have I
received a new name. But I have wrestled with God, and in doing so
I’ve wrestled with my future and that of the church. In fact, I’ve
been pondering not only the future of the congregation but of the
church at large. My work on a book manuscript titled Reclaiming a
Founding Vision, which is rooted in experiences from a prior
sabbatical, has helped me reflect on where I’ve been and where the
church has been as we move into the future. For Jacob, this was a
transformative moment, signified by a change of name. The name
Jacob represented his old life, his old identity (including that
identity of being a trickster), but now he enters a new era of his life.
He will cross the river and be reunited with his brother. The journey
continues. 

Soon, I will cross a stream and reenter ministerial life (slowly at
first, but I will reenter with a renewed sense of purpose). Together
we will seek God’s face as pastor and church. What is true for us is
true for others. 

7



So, what does the future hold? What rivers must be crossed? Getting
there apparently requires wrestling with God. Let us not be afraid of
the challenge the wrestling match provides.

Pastor Bob Cornwall, November 17, 2019
(The picture was taken in Dunsmuir, California, along the
Sacramento River).
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THURSDAY  FEBRUARY 27, 2020
Isaiah 58:6-8

6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to
break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing
shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the
glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

Fast, who can fast, not I, for sure.

Even though it is a show of strength and support for Jesus, or God if
you will, I don't see it.  

However, I am much more likely to lift the thongs of the yoke of the
oppressed, including people of color, or those created in a different
direction sexually. I can help those in need when I run across them.
Indeed, I can purposely seek them out. It doesn't seem like l have
much, but then l look around, and I see that I have white privileges,
and straight privileges, privileges that l didn't even know about. I
was ignorant of the continuing struggles of people of color, and the
struggles of gays and the denial of rights to gays, as far as I could
see nobody was being oppressed  -  were they?

In recent years I have learned so much about serving the needs of
others (none of which involve fasting). In my mind I was always
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one of the poor, but now I realize just how much I have, and how
much I have to give. If it feels uncomfortable I know that I can
always fall back on Jesus and he will be there for support.

Lance Payton

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke?
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FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 28, 2020
Exodus 16:4-5

4Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from
heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather
enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will
follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other
days." 

In reading this verse I started thinking of what God’s point was.
First I thought about how he wants the Israelites to patiently depend
on his word. Which is easy enough in theory but hard in practice.
The crux, I believe of this scripture is Faith.

In current culture it seems as if we as a people are lacking in Faith
because our need for hard physical proof. Faith by its very
definition is an irrational
belief that cannot be proved. I
would like to counter and say
we do not need in your face
proof of God. He is with us,
even for those lacking in
Faith. Our Faith in him is a
quiet Faith. A whisper of truth
in a chaotic storm.

It has always and will always
be there, if we just stop to
listen.   Crystal Balogh
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SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 29, 2020
1 Cor 10:1-5

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most
of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 

 “There are people in the world so hungry,
that God cannot appear to them except in
the form of bread.”  Mahatma Gandhi

The passage for today is very difficult; hopefully, the following will
help make it clearer to you.

Corinth is a Greek seaport, filled with people from many walks of
life and faith.  Christians are living among them, elbow to elbow
and neighbor to neighbor.  Paul wishes to explain to these
Christians, scattered among a populous filled with non-believers,
about the God of Israel and the crucified Jesus.  The members of the
Christian community are, however, trying to follow Paul’s
teachings.  He is pointing out to the Christian Corinthians that the
Israelites were “struck down in the wilderness.” 
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The Israelites were struggling to maintain their identities and faith.
This the Corinthians understood; it exemplified that God’s blessing
and benevolent responses are not guaranteed in exchange for their
righteous behavior.  Paul does not want them to give up and become
“idolaters.”  He wants them to focus in on Jesus as being the “bread
of life”. He is encouraging them to ignore the pagan gods and the
idolatrous traditions that surround that way of life.  He is
encouraging them to remain faithful.

Rev. Susan Menlo
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SUNDAY  MARCH 1, 2020
Exodus 16:6-12

6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you
shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD,
because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what
are we, that you complain against us?" 8And Moses said, "When the
LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in
the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you
utter against him--what are we? Your complaining is not against us
but against the LORD." 9Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the
whole congregation of the Israelites, 'Draw near to the LORD, for
he has heard your complaining.'" 10And as Aaron spoke to the
whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the
wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The
LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12"I have heard the complaining of
the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I
am the LORD your God.'" 

We are provided for yet we complain. We have enough but we
yearn for more.  Our lives are filled with more and more and more
and we are never satisfied.   And complaining and yearning rarely
gets the job done, so we need to take responsibility.  We are
provided for but that is not the end of it.  It is what we do with what
is provided that is important and that we take care in how we do so.
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Teacher, 
Help us to find peace in what we have and the generosity of spirit 

to share more than we think we can spare.  
In order to make a more heavenly world, remind us that we have 

what we need and that all we need to do is ask if we find 
ourselves lacking.  

Help us to not fear asking for help, 
to find the courage to give until it hurts, 
to be accepting of what is offered and generous with 
what we receive.  

We have so much that it is distracting and it creates distances that
 need to be bridged; distances between each other and

between ourselves and You.  
May we find the ability to reach out, 

to share what is needed and to accept what is offered 
and to do it all with love.  

And may we, in doing this, be a better example for our peers, 
our children, and the world.  

And may we find peace in the sharing. 

So let it be.

Kay Brannan

Draw near to the LORD, 
for he has heard your complaining.
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MONDAY  MARCH 2, 2020
Deuteronomy 8:1-3

1 This entire commandment that I command you today you must
diligently observe, so that you may live and increase, and go in and
occupy the land that the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors.
2 Remember the long way that the LORD your God has led you
these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing
you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep
his commandments. 3 He humbled you by letting you hunger, then
by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your
ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the
mouth of the LORD.

In this passage, Moses is preparing the Jewish people for life after
he dies and they cross the Jordan River to the promised land.  Moses
reminds the people of how the Lord tested them with hunger to see
if they would follow His commandments. When the Lord saw what
was in their hearts, He fed them with manna which no one had ever
seen before.  He did this to show
them that they could not live by
bread alone, but by following the
words of the Lord, they would
prosper. The Lord would see to it
that the Jewish people would
thrive when they lived a
righteous life by following the
words of the Lord.
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Jesus simplified the commandments by condensing the Ten
Commandments into just two commandments. First, love your Lord
with all your heart, mind and soul, and second, love your neighbor
as yourself.  By following these two commandments, your life will
be happier and you will be more content.  No where does our Lord
nor Jesus say that our lives will be totally great and that we will
never have problems; instead, what is implied is that if we are
righteous, we will have the knowledge that no matter what happens,
God will be there by our side to help us and comforts us in times of
need.  Jealousy will be lessened when we realize our own worth in
the eyes of the Lord.  

Maturity can bring the knowledge that having more and more of
whatever you want such as money, food, things, power etc., does
not make you happy.  It is the relationship you have with God and
with other people that gives you peace.  Jesus summed it up in
response to someone who asked Jesus when he ever helped Jesus
before, when had he fed him, clothed him or gave him water, and
Jesus replied, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Remember, no matter where you are, if you follow the words of the
Lord, He will be with you and give you peace.

Marge Hamann

Love the Lord your God and Love your neighbor.
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TUESDAY MARCH 3, 2020
1 Cor 10:14-22

14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols. 15 I
speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The
cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of
Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Consider the people of
Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices partners in the altar? 19
What do I imply then? That food sacrificed to idols is anything, or
that an idol is anything? 20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice,
they sacrifice to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be
partners with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and
the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and
the table of demons. 22 Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy?
Are we stronger than he? 

Simply put, Paul was teaching the new Christian community that
they were different from others in their communities.  Therefore,
each member should understand that their membership within their
community was special as compared to when joining with other
(non-Christian) groups.  Taking communion together in
remembrance of Jesus helped to establish this unity. It also clearly
defined the boundaries that separated the Church community from
the non-Christians all around.

A primary method of showing this uniqueness, being “set apart” as
Christians, was during the taking of the Lord’s Supper. Members of
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all the communities would often get together to share a meal, but by
separating the meal from the ceremony of communion, the
Christians showed they were not just a part of a gathering of
neighbors at a social function with those who have a different idea
for food celebrations.  Rather, they were Christians.

Rev. Susan Menko
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WEDNESDAY  MARCH 4, 2020
Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11 

2:1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, "Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." 

10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.  

On the Pilgrim's Trail with the Magi

My sabbatical, which is themed River Crossings, though I'm only
beginning my second month of the journey, has taken on a sense of
pilgrimage. As Diana Butler
Bass wrote many years ago
in a couple of her books,
including Christianity for the
Rest of Us (Harper One,
2007), we can go through
life spiritually as either
tourists or as pilgrims. In our
recent trip to Europe, which
began in Zwingli's Zurich
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and ended in Amsterdam after seven days on a river cruise, we did
the tourist thing. At least for me, it was also a pilgrimage, a spiritual
journey. I knew I wanted to visit Zwingli's church in Zurich, but I
found myself in a number of other spots that took on a pilgrim's
sensibility. Among those places was Cologne, Germany. Cologne is
home to one of the largest cathedrals in Europe. As I noted in an
earlier post on my River Crossings journey, in visiting the Cologne
Cathedral I was visiting a site that claimed to hold the bones of the
Magi or wise men of Matthew 2 (Matthew doesn't tell us how many
of them there were, but we have followed the three gifts to three
sages). 

The story of these relics begins in Constantinople, where they were
apparently located before being moved in the early fourth century to
Milan. From there they were moved during the 12th century to
Cologne. They were placed in a gold reliquary, which now sits in
the chancel of the Cathedral. As our guide noted, it's up to us (and
our faith) to decide whether these are the bones of the magi or not.
She mentioned that scientific tests were done that suggest the bones
date to the first century, which puts them in proximity to the story,
but that isn't sufficient proof. As for the scholarly consensus, the
story of the Magi itself is a legend. In fact, Jesus likely was born not
in Bethlehem but in Nazareth. Nevertheless, the point here isn't the
historicity of Matthew's story, but of its witness, and the witness of
these bones contained in a golden reliquary. 

Since I'm of the view that scripture can and does speak the word of
God even from materials that might not bear the weight of the
historian's gaze, I have always found the story of the Magi to be
worthy of my attention. It speaks to the cruelty of our world as seen
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in the actions of Herod, but also of the witness of Gentiles to God's
presence in Jesus. 

So, as we got off the boat in Cologne and made our way into the
cathedral, I chose to spend some extra time in the cathedral,
contemplating the witness of this story, and the countless pilgrims
who have made their way to this space. I even lit a candle in honor
of the Magi's witness. I don't normally light candles in churches, but
this time, and in this place, it seemed appropriate (and I took a
picture of my candle as a record of my journey-it's the brightest
because it is the most recently lit candle).

Whether these are the bones of the Magi, no one can know. The
historian in me might want to explore that question in greater depth,
but I don't think there is an answer. Instead, I went as a pilgrim, just
as I did at other stops from Zwingli's Great Minster to St. Thomas's
church in Strasbourg. Each of these spaces witnesses to the ongoing
story of the faith passed on from generation to generation. May we
continue to tell and retell the stories of the faith in new and in old
ways, as we take the pilgrim's road. We may find God present and
speaking in a gold box containing old
bones or at a river crossing in one's
hometown. 
 
Pastor Bob Cornwall, October 06,
2019
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THURSDAY  MARCH 5, 2020
Psalm 23

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie
down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores
my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 4 Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are
with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me. 5 You prepare a
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head
with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of
the LORD my whole life long. 

I feel like with this scripture it is only
possible if we allow it. I feel like we
often want to control everything that
happens in our lives, that we
sometimes forget that we may have
some say in the small decisions but
we are guided by our shepherd. We
may not even realize that we are the
sheep being led by the shepherd. We
may try to go out into the pastures
where we think we need to be but in
reality do we actually know what is best for us. Or does our
shepherd know where we need to go and also when we need to go. 

-Ashley Balogh
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Psalm 23 for Children (and the Childlike!)

Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I have everything I need!
He lets me rest in the meadow grass and leads me beside the
quiet streams.
He restores my failing health.
He helps me do what honors him the most.
Even when walking through the dark valley of death I will not
be afraid,
for you are close beside me, guarding, guiding all the way.
You provide delicious food for me in the presence of my
enemies
You have welcomed me as your guest; blessings overflow!
Your goodness and unfailing kindness shall be with me all of
my life,
and afterwards I will live with you forever in your home.

(From The Living Bible. A paraphrase by Kenneth N. Taylor © 1971)
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FRIDAY  MARCH 6, 2020
Deuteronomy 8:6

6 Therefore keep the commandments of the LORD your God, by
walking in his ways and by fearing him.

Keep the commandments: do not murder or covet, be respectful,
love one another.  None of these seem to be too difficult even
though humanity struggles with them each and every day.  We long
to do good; and even those who do what we call evil are usually
driven by their own desire to do good, even if there is some
disagreement in terms there.  Humanity has so much subjectivity.   
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Do we struggle with these things because of fear?  Because we're
too worried about our own interests and worries?  These things
distract us from the path but they are so easy to come by, so easy to
succumb to.  I know that I veer after them time and again no matter
my good intentions or thoughts.  I let my anger get the better of me
and struggle with how to make amends.  But maybe the struggle is
part of the point.  If it comes easy we don't have to think about it
and so maybe it means less.

Walk in the ways of God and fear him.  To be righteous, generous
but strict, severe but loving, to give your all to those around you so
that they thrive.  That's what it means to me to "walk in the ways of
God" and it's no small or easy thing.   And what have we to fear if
we could only do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly?  The
only motivation that we should need to walk in the way of God is
the promise of a better tomorrow for our world.

Kay Brannan
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SATURDAY  MARCH 7, 2020
Deuteronomy 8:7-10

 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land
with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling
up in valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig
trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9 a land
where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack
nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may
mine copper. 10 You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your
God for the good land that he has given you. 

I like the idea of God’s promise to provide” a good land” for the
descendants of Abraham.

It is the most significant promise in all the Bible. It’s the very idea
of this world, a home to call our own, that beckons all God’s people.
This means that we are just tenants and not owners of the earth.
Kingdoms and governments may think they possess their own part
of the earth, but God is the Sovereign of the whole planet
“EARTH”. I am reminded that this planet is a precious jewel in
God’s eye and that we as human stewards should do our utmost to
look after it. 

There are things we can do to help the earth; by respecting the
environment, recycling our waste and reflecting upon the sacred
wonders of this earth we can make a good start. It’s important that
we take care of God’s precious gift, “EARTH” so that the earth is
here for future generations.
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Prayer: Holy Creator, help us to hear your words, and take them
into our hearts, that we may follow your teachings and
help us find ways to serve others, We ask all this in the
name of Christ. Amen 

Deann Balogh
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SUNDAY MARCH 8, 2020
Exodus 16:4

4Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from
heaven for you....”

Imagine, a God who meets us in the wilderness with food! Raining
from Heaven! 

Then imagine a God that teaches us that the food we received is
itself Divinity.  Jesus tells us “I am the Bread of Heaven. ” The
bread with which we are nurtured is the essence of divinity itself.
God tells us “I am going to rain bread from heaven!” 

Our lives are lived out amid chaos, the chaos of uncertainty, the
chaos of free will - our own free will and the free will of all those
people and of the creatures and of the natural world which
surrounds us. Chaos. This is the wilderness, this is where we
wander, sometimes alone, sometimes with companions. We struggle
for food, water, and shelter; we struggle for direction, for rest, and
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for a safe and secure destination.  When we look over our shoulders
or when we look ahead, there seems nothing but relentless sand,
offering little hope of rest, little hope of relief, and even less hope of
a secure destination.

But when we set aside the “stuff” which we idolize or distract
ourselves with, when we truly listen, when we allow the still small
voice of God to whisper into our hearts, then we may hear the
promise of the bread of heaven, bread which will come to us like
rain in the desert, watering the spiritually parched soul, feeding the
hungry soul -  with real food, and with hope, which is true food!
True food served to us by God, the food made for us, the only
genuine food sufficient to sustain us as we journey through this
chaotic wilderness.

Imagine bread raining from heaven, and all we have to do is quietly,
and humbly, reach for it!

John E. McCauslin

30



MONDAY  MARCH 9, 2020
Jeremiah 29:4-14

4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons,
and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the
LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8
For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the
prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive you, and do
not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the
LORD. 10 For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon's seventy
years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my
promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you
search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,
14 I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where
I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the
place from which I sent you into exile. 

Jerusalem fell to invaders from Babylon in 598 B.C. and then again
in 587 B.C.  As a result, leading citizens of Jerusalem were deported
to Babylon both in 598 and 587.  This has come to be known as the
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"Diaspora".  Jeremiah was more of a prophetic preacher than a
writer.  Chapter 29 consists of extracts from letters between the
exiles in Babylon and the community that remained in Judah. 
Today's reading is from a letter Jeremiah sent to the exiles.

In today's reading God is telling the exiles to be positive, make the
best of their situation in Babylon, and try to make their existence as
normal as possible.  Build houses, have gardens, eat the produce
from the gardens, get married and have children.  And even improve
the community and surroundings in which they live.  The best news
comes in the latter part of the reading.  In it, God tells the exiles that
he will bring them back to the place from which they were exiled. 
God says pray to him and he will hear you and deliver them from
their exile.

My guess is most of us have never been exiled from our homes for
about 70 years, like the Jews in the reading, or ever will be.  But our
exiles may come in other forms.  Exiled to living without a loved
one who passed away, exiled to enduring a chronic medical
condition, exiled to dealing with a fractured relationship, or exiled
to a period of time without meaningful employment.  God's message
to us is the same as it was to the Jews.  Keep your chin up, be
positive, seek the help of others, and do all that you can to get you
through your exile.  And most importantly, pray to God for his
comforting support and help, and to deliver you from your personal
exile.  
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Gracious God, we pray that you will always be with all of
those around us who are enduring their own personal
exile.  Give them strength, patience, and hope, and may
they be surrounded by those who can provide help to
them.  We pray that you guide them out of their own
personal exiles.  Amen

Wynn Miller
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TUESDAY  MARCH 10, 2020
Psalm 19:1-6

1The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night
to night declares knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there
words; their voice is not heard; 4 yet their voice goes out through all
the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he
has set a tent for the sun, 5 which comes out like a bridegroom from
his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end
of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

Creator, gracious God,
Your children give praise for this glorious existence!
Such a wonder that You've made,
to gift to us, as stewards and keepers.
Your trust, as Maker, in us is great!
So much splendor, the heavens sing, their silent voices stirring
wind, constant adulation,
never ceasing, never silent; the music of the spheres drive our
imaginations!

Every morning the Sun, rising as You willed it first, travels its path,
lighting us on our way; 
Your creation gives praise for it's warmth and life!
And like the rays cross the land, 
so too does Your inspiration find us,
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as though the wind, like those silent exultant voices, 
whispers wisdom,

reminding us to be as children, with innocent knowledge
and Christ-like love for all, that, with the wind and sun,
might cover all the Earth.

Allow us the strength to help each other,
and in return, help us to allow ourselves to be pulled from
personal darkness,
as I can only hope that Your want 
is for the good of Your created,
as I have been taught,
From our thoughts and lips, let there be praise,
thanks, and hopeful prayer
so that the trust You have bestowed might be realized 

and not in vain

Thank You for the guidance of those who work through you,
and for the solitude to contemplate 

and gain understanding by the words recorded,
for the sweet sounds of music, celestial and otherwise, 
knowing love, giving love, and receiving love,
knowing You, giving as Christ, and receiving the Spirit.
Thank You for making us, as we are, in this place and time, 

so that we might be.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 

be acceptable to You, 
let it be.

Kay Brannan
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 11, 2020
Isaiah 2:1-4

 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem.
2 In days to come
    the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
    and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3     Many peoples shall come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
    and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations,
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
    and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.  

Let Us Go to the Mountain of the Lord

Although the theme of my sabbatical is "River Crossings, while in
Switzerland we took an excursion to the top of Mount Stanserhorn,
near Lucerne. From there we could see the Alps in their full glory.
Pictured above is Mount Titlis (10, 623 feet). It wasn't the tallest of
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the peaks we could see, but it does stand out. I've lived in the
mountains. As a child, I lived at the base of Mount Shasta. I've
climbed Mt. McLoughlin and Diamond Peak (all in the Cascades). 

I'm drawn to the mountains, and so when we had the opportunity to
go to the mountains by way of a Funicular and then Cabrio Cable
Car, how could I pass it up?

The word from Isaiah speaks of going to the mountain of the Lord
so that the Lord (YHWH) might teach us the ways of God so that
we might walk in God's paths. The word we hear speaks of
judgment on the nations and the call to beat swords into plowshares
and spears into pruning hooks. We've not reached that point in
history, but the mountains call out to us, inviting us to attend to the
ways of God. 

While on the mountain, I read a word concerning Mount Titlis. It is
covered by a glacier, but like most glaciers, it is receding. By the
end of this century, the glacier will likely disappear, along with the
other glaciers in the Alps. If that happens the sight that I
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experienced, a view of snow-capped mountains, will no longer exist.
The rivers that are fed from these mountains might lose their source.
Already, the Rhine has experienced moments of dryness so that
travel on the river has come to a stop. 

The mountains call us to heed the ways of God. I wonder, could the
receding glaciers be themselves a word from God concerning the
effects of climate change? If so, how might we respond?

We returned from the mountain to the valley, to the lake of Lucerne,
which feeds the Reuss River, which eventually finds its way to the
Rhine, and from the Rhine to the North Sea. From the mountains to
the sea, and all that is in between invites us to be in the presence of
the Creator who has blessed us with all that exists in nature. 

Pastor Bob Cornwall (September 26, 2019)

“... that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths."
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THURSDAY MARCH 12, 2020
Song of Solomon 2:1-7

1 I am a rose of Sharon,
    a lily of the valleys.
2 As a lily among brambles,
    so is my love among maidens.
3 As an apple tree among the trees of the wood,
    so is my beloved among young men.
    With great delight I sat in his shadow,
    and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
4 He brought me to the banqueting house,
    and his intention toward me was love.
5 Sustain me with raisins,
    refresh me with apples;
    for I am faint with love.
6 O that his left hand were under my head,  
    and that his right hand embraced me!
7 I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
    by the gazelles or the wild does:
    do not stir up or awaken love
    until it is ready!
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Some say this scripture is about the love between a man and a
woman. Others say it's about God and his love for humankind. What
jumps out to me is that hidden beneath the darkness we have in life,
is beauty and love. Anyone can access this light, no matter what
type of love this verse is portraying.

Whether it is Eros (romantic love) or Agape (unconditional God
love) doesn’t matter. The point I believe is that any type of love
takes blind faith in another. To open one's soul to another, in
hopes that they nourish and not harm.

What are Faith and Love but diving into darkness and hoping
someone or something will be there to catch you.

Crystal Balogh

“...and the greatest of these is love.”
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FRIDAY MARCH 13, 2020
Isaiah 11:1-10

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the
belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and
his dwelling shall be glorious.

My favorite musical setting of today's scripture is to the text by Josh
Garrels. My favorite recording is by the Compline Choir on their
album "What Hand Divine":
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao0MQWH0jl8

Oh day of peace that dearly shines
Through all our hopes and prayers
And dreams
Guide us to justice, truth and love
Delivered from our selfish schemes
May swords of hate fall from our hands
Our hearts from envy find release
Till by God's grace our warring world
Shall see Christ's promised reign of peace
Then shall the world dwell with the Lamb
Nor shall the fears devour the small
As beast and cattle calmly graze
A little Child shall lead them home
Then the meek shall learn to love
All creatures find their true accord
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled
For all the earth shall know the Lord

The Metropolitan Museum of Art has on display a painting by
Quaker minister Edward Hicks of "The Peaceable Kingdom"
inspired by today's text from Isaiah.

Finally, to address the text itself. I am not one to memorize large
swaths of scripture, but verses 6-10 of Isaiah Chapter 11 are more
ingrained in my memory than many other passages. A picture is
painted of the "Peaceable Kingdom", God's Holy Mountain, The
Kingdom of God on Earth as it is in Heaven. It is a Messianic vision
where the root of Jesse (Jesus) has fulfilled God's purpose for the
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world and the earth is "full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea." Upon reading this passage more carefully,
however, I came upon a phrase more troubling to me personally, the
end of verse 4, "and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked." To me this phrase expresses the old doctrine exemplified
by "Sinners in the hands of an Angry God" and does not match with
my own personal theology. I see it as evidence that the author could
only envision the coming of peace by the violent eradication of evil.
I see myself more a disciple of Martin Luther King, Jr. than
Malcolm X, and feel that God's will for peace and justice will be
achieved not by the sword but through love and forgiveness. When
the whole world has learned to put away the dead-ends of envy,
strife, and quarrels, then will peace, joy, and love reign on Earth and
God's hope for all the nations be finally achieved. 

For final thoughts, here are some of my favorite quotes from Martin
Luther King, Jr:

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.

He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he
who helps to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without
protesting against it is really cooperating with it.

I believe these words show what high expectations God has of us to
be advocates for peace and justice in this world. But God is always
with us, and will help us to do what is needed to ultimately

43



complete God's Plan. It may not happen in our time, but it will
happen in God's time.

Christopher Cartwright
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SATURDAY  MARCH 14, 2020
Acts 2:43-47

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs
were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together
and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved. 

I have always been drawn to this description of God's first Christian
community. What an ideal way to live. What a great statement of
one's confidence in God and one's denial of our own human
"trappings of wealth" in favor of God's love for all.  Jesus taught us
to love God first with our all, then to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
And here it is recorded that the first followers of Jesus lived as he
taught!  

Not surprisingly, it didn't last. Humanity's selfishness, greed,
distrust, and ideas of entitlement and privilege have long kept
humanity from living into God's kingdom. I find our failings
extremely disheartening.  

$  $  $  $  $  $
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I live here in the United States, a country of enormous wealth and
resources: A country whose government was established to provide
safety and happiness for all. Citizens are to live toward the ideal of
promoting and protecting the common good of all, not for the good
of the wealthy, not for the good of the companies or their owners
and shareholders, not for the good of one, not for the accumulation
of wealth in a nest egg, but for the common good of all. How much
wealth must one hold before all the rest could be of help to others?
Certainly not billions or even  millions.  We humans have always
tended to fall prey to that other god, the god of wealth. 

As I listen to many people around me, I hear selfish claims of
paying attention only to one's own money, attention to one's own
possessions and accumulating and protecting one's own
investments.  I am tired of hearing people say that they worked hard
for what they have.  Everyone who works, works hard.  In fact,
those that earn the least probably are working two or three jobs to
accumulate their meager earnings.  They are working more hours
and need different gifts for handling their different jobs, while those
who are at the top are really working less and using fewer gifts. 
And, those at the top make sure they have time for relaxation, play
and rest.  Is this the way of Jesus?  I am also tired of people saying
they don't want to pay their fair share of taxes.  Our government is
designed to help us help others.  We do this by paying taxes.  There
is nothing wrong with paying taxes.  I think it is, again, people's
selfish desires to hold onto and control their money.

God has gifted this world with enough of everything to meet
everyone's needs. We are to learn not to hold onto these gifts but to
learn how to use these gifts to distribute to all what they need. We
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do not own our gifts or what we earn from them.  They are all
Gods'.  We are to use our abilities to earn and then distribute what
we earn amongst all.  

In this description of the First Century Christian community I see
the example of living in a way that wealth can be distributed
amongst all as is needed. To live as Jesus proclaimed we must give
up our sense of entitlement, we must give up our fears and become
responsible members of God's community.  We must become those
who will do the work and share our fruits so that all have enough as
they may need.

We here at CWCC are sitting on a nest egg of wealth: wealth in
land, and wealth in bank accounts and endowments that continue to
grow. We believe that we "need" this nest egg to maintain our status
quo, to keep it secure for those "stormy" days ahead. But is that
what is best for the community of God? Our community dwindles,
our nest egg increases.  But it is not benefiting those who need it the
most and God is not adding to our numbers.

Wake up Central Woodward! Let's get busy helping those in need.
Yes, we are already helping some and doing good works for some.
We may feel tired and stretched. But there is so much need around
the world. If we listened intently for God, we will hear what God
needs us to be doing. When we work with the Spirit we will find the
energy to do more. Maybe, we will garner the goodwill of all people
and God will add to our numbers and to the number of people being
saved into the kingdom of God.

47



Dear God of heaven and earth,
You have given to us breath, life and spirit.  Please move in us,
giving us the courage and the agency to build your Kingdom
among us.  In Christ's name we pray, Amen 

Anne McCauslin
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SUNDAY  MARCH 15, 2020
Isaiah 55:1-5

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves
in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and
come to me; listen, so that you may
live. I will make with you an
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David. 4 See, I made him a
witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. 5 See, you
shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall
run to you, because of the LORD your
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.

In reading the Bible and in worshiping
in church, we are very aware that each
one of us has different attitudes concerning our faith life and the
faith lives of God's people.  The Bible comes to us over a period of
a few centuries, transcribed by people dedicated to God and to
spreading His word.   During Lent we are especially aware of Jesus’
teaching about God and how to faithfully follow His teachings.
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Since we all try to accept God's teachings and try to adhere to them
each and every day, we all can agree that it is not easy. Every one of
us develops our own attitude to help us to follow the Way.  But how
is that done?   

One way is to learn and follow the teachings of our congregation
and our denomination. Even still each of us has our own developed
attitude about those teachings.  So this Lenten season is a good
opportunity to make it simple, to increase our prayer life and try to
increase our willingness to honor what God wants us to do.  

We must not only increase our prayer life but we must delve into
ways to increase our dedication and powers of discernment as to
what God wants for each of us. We might pray for God to work
more closely with us so that we can deepen our thinking and to
encourage us so that we can learn ways of living out our faith that
are over and above what we're doing now. 

Let us pray hard that God will teach us what we need to learn to
become a more faithful people.

Dave Heym
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MONDAY  MARCH 16, 2017
Deuteronomy 14:28-29

28 Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce
for that year, and store it within your towns; 29 the Levites, because
they have no allotment or inheritance with you, as well as the
resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may
come and eat their fill so that the LORD your God may bless you in
all the work that you undertake. 

I am so disturbed by those who continually harp against having to
work and support themselves and then having to pay taxes so that
others who are not working, and the poor, and the refugees, and the
undocumented aliens among us, can benefit from their hard work.
To those whom much is given, much is required.  This Scriptural
injunction from God is that we who are able to work are obligated to
provide from our produce so that the “ Levites, ... as well as the
resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may
come and eat their fill....” “Eat their fill,” says the Lord - we are to
provide not just enough for them to survive, but enough for them to
thrive. 

The consequence of our obedience to this command is that “the
LORD your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.”
What am I missing?  How can anyone reasonably argue that we
have no obligation to feed and house refugees or those without jobs,
or the poor, including widows and orphans?
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Then Jesus doubles down on the Divine Commandment in Matthew
25:32-46, where he speaks of separating sheep and goats, where he
speaks of Judgment, saying:

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come,
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and
gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'
40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me.' 

God doesn’t limit the commandment for our care and concerns only
for the worthy and righteous, or only for the lawful or those who are
justifiably poor, sick or homeless - the obligation to care for the
least of these includes all of them, not just the duly qualified.  The
lesson cannot be missed.  It can be ignored, but to ignore it is to
knowingly defy the will of God. 

John E. McCauslin
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TUESDAY  MARCH 17, 2020
Colossians 3:7-15

7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living
that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things--anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self
with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its
creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free;
but Christ is all and in all! 12 As God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.

God, if the way of love is found in relationships, 
then please help us see Jesus in every face we pass.

If love is the way of light and of the word, 
give us patience and kindness and the right turn of phrase 

to be understood and to show that love.
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Creator, you've given us so much promise, 
so many ways to be good to each other; 

inspire those ways in us so that 
we will be gentle with each other.

Let our ears hear what is being said, not what we want to hear; 
and let what is said be what needs to be heard.

May we speak in a Christ-like tone 
and with the word of the Lord on the tip of our tongue 
so that the world sees Christ in us 

and in our words and actions.

When we break bread and share drink, 
let it be with peace in our hearts and on our minds.

We are such contradictory creatures who rarely listen to good sense 
so may love be our first thought in the morning 

and our dearest prayer at night

Please let it be.

Kay Brannan

K I N D N E S S
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WEDNESDAY  MARCH 18, 2020
Psalm 104:1-13 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 2 wrapped in light as with
a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 3 you set the
beams of your chambers on the waters, you make the clouds your
chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind, 4 you make the winds
your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.
5 You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be
shaken. 6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters
stood above the mountains. 7 At your rebuke they flee; at the sound
of your thunder they take to flight. 8 They rose up to the mountains,
ran down to the valleys to the place that you appointed for them.
9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not
again cover the earth. 10 You make springs gush forth in the
valleys; they flow between the hills, 11 giving drink to every wild
animal; the wild asses quench their thirst. 12 By the streams the
birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among the branches.
13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is
satisfied with the fruit of your work.

Waters of Blessing - 
Contemplating Psalm 104 

As I continue my River Crossings sabbatical journey, I invite you to
contemplate the words of this Psalm and allow the refreshing waters
of God overflow you. The Psalmist declares of God, that God has
watered the mountains so that the earth might be satisfied with the
work of God. Psalm 104 is a celebration of creation. In times like
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this, when so many are feeling overwhelmed, perhaps this might be
a good time to consider the beauty of God’s creation, soak it in, and
remember that God is present even when we're not feeling it.

Pastor Bob Cornwall, November 6, 2019
(The picture is from Diamond Peak and Odell Lake, Oregon).
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THURSDAY  MARCH 19, 2020
Luke 12:27-30

27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who
serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one
who serves. 28 "You are those who have stood by me in my trials;
29 and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a
kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. 

Why waste our time worrying about “the little things?” God has a
handle on those lilies in the field, etc.—we should pay attention to
living for the kingdom as our priority.  God will take care of the
“little stuff” and we can concentrate and pay attention to the
“kingdom stuff.”

All Good Gifts—Godspell-Stephen Schwartz

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land
But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand
He sends us snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain
The breezes and the sunshine and soft refreshing rain
All good gifts around us, are sent from Heaven above
So thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord for all His love
We thank Thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good
The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food
No gifts have we to offer for all Thy love imparts
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But that which Thou desirest, our humble thankful hearts
All good gifts around us, are sent from Heaven above
So thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord for all His love
I really wanna thank You Lord

Susan Menko
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FRIDAY  MARCH 20, 2017
1 Peter 2:4-10

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6
For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame." 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but
for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner," 8 and "A stone that makes
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you
were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

We are God’s creation and
created in his image. Those
stones that the builders
reject still have a purpose.
Things that may not seem
like they have a purpose
often just have another
purpose than originally
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planned. If you give God a chance he will pull you out of the
darkness and into the light and give your life a purpose. There is
always a purpose  - for every person. Some purposes may be very
large and some very small but they are all important to God. When
everyone is doing what they should be doing there is a sense of
balance that happens. It may seem like the rocks in the picture
above should not balance. However with patience and trust it can
happen. 

It will happen. 

-Ashley Balogh

“I am the light of the world.”
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SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2020
Matthew 7:7-10

7 "Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9
Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a
stone? 10 Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

I feel like with this Scripture, that we are encouraged to ask for what we
need. But do we always really know what we need. I feel like we know what
we need on the surface but not what we need deep down. God gives us what
we need - deep down. We need to remember to not only ask him for what we
need but also to thank him for the things that he gives us. 

Also we need to remember
that God gives us the things
he knows we need when he
knows we need them. So
even though to us the timing
may seem off, there is a
deeper reason for when we
receive the things God has
given. 
-Ashley Balogh
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SUNDAY  MARCH 22, 2020
John 4:5-10

5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to
him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?"
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered
her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give
me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water."

In this story Jesus takes a break from his journey and stops for a drink at a
well in the land of Samaria. He meets a woman who happens to be there to
get water to bring to her home. Jesus, a man and a Jew, meets a woman from
a despised and marginalized ethnic population, at a well located in what is
essentially a foreign country. We know that the Gospel of John is highly
symbolic so it is important that we consider the symbolic connections
suggested in the story.

In church history Augustine asserted that the “well” in this story symbolized
‘concupiscent desire,’ that is dysfunctional desire. I think this assertion is
reflective of Augustine’s compulsion to denigrate the God-made natural
world, a compulsion which for too long has gripped the Church and its
theologians. The characterization says more about the interpreters than about
the story itself. 

I suggest instead that we understand the water as the source of life in this
universe. God begins creation, after separating light from darkness, by
separating the waters; and then God surrounds the Garden of Eden with
rivers. In the New Testament Jesus calls for baptism, a rebirth and renewal of
our spiritual selves into the family of God, the cleansing of our bodies and
our souls. And in this story Jesus offers himself to the woman at the well as
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living water, the water that will eternally quench our spiritual thirst. I highly
doubt Jesus views the well as a symbol of dysfunctional desire.

I think the story of Jesus meeting the woman at the well has little to do with
dysfunctional desire, and a whole lot more to do with God’s will that
Christians evangelize beyond the Jewish community. I think the well
represents the meeting place between the potential bride and groom, and it is
significant that Jesus is going to this well, in this foreign land, and
evangelizing to this foreign woman. I think Jesus sought to bring the
proclamation of the Kingdom to the Gentiles. I think the water represents the
gift of God which quenches the needs of the Spirit within each of us, the
thirst we have for spiritual connection with the God who created us.

Holy God, we are so thankful for your presence among us and
within us. May that presence forever and always meet our
spiritual needs, quench our thirst for you and empower us to
share your invitation to the Kingdom with all the strangers that
we meet on our own journeys. Amen.

John McCauslin
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MONDAY  MARCH 23, 2020
1 Cor 11:23-24

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf
of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
"This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

From here, we may understand that the Lord had established this tradition
among his disciples, and in the early church which Paul then passed on to
those of the Corinthian church and delivered a specific message of the
seriousness of the Lord Supper. May we never forget the enormous price that
was paid for our redemption at the cross. Knowing that he is about to be
betrayed, he gives this gift of immense love, love beyond all understanding.
May we take time to examine ourselves, each time we eat the bread and drink
the cup.  He created this sacred rite for us that we may continually know of
this love by using something so simple as bread. 
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Something that is part of our everyday life, so that we can always come to a
place of renewal in this precious gift of divine grace and love.

Dear Lord, 
As Friends in Christ, we gather to give thanks for all we have received from
your good hands: to praise your holy name; to acknowledge and confess our
sins; to hear your holy word; and to ask those things needful for our lives. Let
us draw near to you in humility and celebrate your infinite goodness, mercy
and love. Amen

Deann Balogh
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TUESDAY  MARCH 24, 2020
Matthew 9:9-13

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth; and he said to him, "Follow me." And he got up and followed him. 10
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?" 12 But when he heard this, he said, "Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means,
'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have come to call not the righteous but
sinners." 

This is what we are reading this week.  It is not our job that determines who
we are and how we are serving God, but who we are and how we are serving
God determines how we handle the job and how do we treat our coworkers
and how we make decisions that affect the results of our job.

This is not simple because it is based on many guides and responsibilities. 
When a document is written that instructs a person how to perform a specific
task there are often many prerequisites that the person is supposed to know or
to know how to find them, and all too often the writer of the document
neglects providing some of the needed references.

This is often very difficult as our whole environment in this modern age and
our whole work environments are constantly changing because of changing
technology, and as a result the writer cannot keep up with the pace of change.

That was true for me over many years of working with computers.  

With the rapid pace of change in our world, among other reasons, this is why
we need the church to constantly remind us of Jesus and His teachings. Jesus’
whole attitude and teaching is of course based on Jesus’ Second
Commandment:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Nothing is simple but then
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that is why we attend church to constantly be made aware of the
complications of loving our neighbors and to be constantly reminded of the
commandment to love them anyway.  And in this day and age with modern
technology that keeps us ever more aware of neighbors living in different
parts of this planet with different societies and religions, we need to keep
learning and expanding our viewpoints.  So let us be so thankful that we have
a church that is constantly helping us to do just that.

Our heavenly Father and our Lord thank You for your son Jesus
who came to give us the opportunity to know You, and the
opportunity for a closer relationship with You, and to help us
worship You as our God.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

Dave Heym

I DESIRE MERCY NOT SACRIFICE!
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WEDNESDAY  MARCH 25, 2020
Amos 5:18-24

 
18 Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord!

    Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light;

19     as if someone fled from a lion,
    and was met by a bear;

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
    and was bitten by a snake.

20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
    and gloom with no brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
    and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
    I will not accept them;

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
    I will not look upon.

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
    I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

24 But let justice roll down like waters,
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.    

                                          
Streams of Righteousness

As my River Crossings journey
(sabbatical) nears its end, I
continue to discover texts and
readings that are suggestive of
what it means to walk in the
presence of God. I have reproduced
a section of Amos 5, the final verse
of which has been often quoted
regarding the importance of justice.
This passage opens with a word
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about the Day of the Lord. It's a word of warning-be careful about what you
wish for! The day of the Lord is not light but darkness. In other words, it is a
day of judgment. Amos speaks to the northern kingdom of Israel in the 8th
century in the days before the Assyrian invasion destroyed that nation. While
there are words here suggesting destruction, there is also a word here about
repentance. It speaks of what God is expecting of the people. Not sacrifices,
but justice and repentance. These are framed in terms of water.  Justice rolls
down like water and righteousness like an unfailing stream.

I was drawn to this text as I was reading Rabbi Reuven Hammer's A Year
with the Sages: Wisdom on the Weekly Torah Portion, (Jewish Publication
Society, 2019). In his reflections on Leviticus 1-5, he speaks of the sacrifices
and how they ended with the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. He notes in
his commentary that in Israel's understanding of the sacrifices, these were not
for God but for the people: "Sacrifices allowed them to feel close to the
Divinity, to offer thanksgiving, and/or to assuage feelings of guilt and attain
forgiveness." [Hammer, A Year with the Sages, p. 124]. He goes on to say
that according to the prophets, sacrifices did not please God if they weren't
accompanied by observing Judaism's ethical teachings. 

This is where Amos 5 comes into play. The issue isn't whether or not there
should be sacrifices. Instead, it has to do with the larger context of being
attentive to God's concern for justice and righteousness. This vision was
picked up by the Sages at the time of and after the destruction of the Temple.
For instance, Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai, who helped organize the
community at Yavneh after the destruction of Jerusalem, suggested that
charitable acts were an appropriate replacement for the Temple sacrifices. 

In the concluding paragraph of his reflection on the text and on the word of
the Sages, Rabbi Hammer writes that it is unimaginable that Jews will return
to the sacrificial system (even though some groups agitate for it). He writes:
"Indeed, Judaism has always taught that God did not need sacrifices.
Maimonides saw them as a concession to human feelings, Rabbi Yohanan
ben Zakkai said that acts of loving-kindness were an adequate substitute, and
the prophets viewed them as less important than the pursuit of justice." Then
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he concludes by saying: "Perhaps, then, we can appreciate the vital role
sacrifices played in Judaism two thousand years ago without desiring to see
them return." [Hammer, AYear with the Sages, p. 128].

Ritual has its place, perhaps even sacrifices have a place, but ultimately
justice and righteousness are like unfailing streams. Thus, we hear our
calling, which is rooted in the ancient sacred texts. "But let justice well up
like water, Righteousness like an unfailing stream" [Amos 5:24, Tanakh].

Pastor Bob Cornwall, November 14, 2019
(The picture was taken in Spring Creek, Collier Park, Oregon).

BUT LET JUSTICE ROLL DOWN LIKE 
WATERS, 

AND RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE AN 
EVER-FLOWING STREAM. 
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THURSDAY  MARCH 26, 2020
1 Cor 11:17-22

17 Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when
you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, to begin
with, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions
among you; and to some extent I believe it. 19 Indeed, there have to be
factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are
genuine. 20 When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord's supper.
21 For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own
supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk. 22 What! Do you
not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show contempt for the church
of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to you?
Should I commend you? In this matter I do not commend you!

Bless the new Christians in Corinth.  Paul is teaching them that the Lord's
Supper is above and beyond an ordinary meal.  It seems that Paul is helping
the Corinthian Christians observance of the sharing of the Lord's Supper as if
it were pot-luck style, brought to the table to choose among just like other
shared dinners, was just not going to cut it.

If the poorer people among the gathered came later, because they had less
leisure time, they often were going hungry, while the wealthy among them
had more than enough to eat and drink. In fact, Paul mentions that some were
even getting drunk. He understood that there were no dedicated church
buildings at that time in Corinth.  The church was convening in the homes of
members.  That meant the homes that would be large enough to host the
church for the observance of the Lord's Supper would only be among the
well-to-do Christians.  

Paul saw this as a cause for divisions among the Christians-the well-to-do
would have more time and would arrive early with plenty of food to share,
and the poorer people would arrive later, due to their manual labor duties,
and have meager left-over meals.  This was causing divisions among the
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Corinthian Christians.

Paul was pointing out the obvious, that those who received little or no food at
these meals would naturally feel excluded, and this would cause divisions
among the growing Christian groups of Corinth. Paul wanted two things: 
observe this supper as a sacred rite, and be considerate of each other's needs.
And the Corinthian churches grew.

Rev. Susan Menlo
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FRIDAY  MARCH 27, 2020
Matthew 14:13-21

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food
for themselves." 16 Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give
them something to eat." 17 They replied, "We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish." 18 And he said, "Bring them here to me." 19 Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,
twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children. 

The story of the loaves and the fish is one that
is very well known.  It almost sounds magical;
to begin with so little, maybe not even enough
for Jesus and the disciples, but it becomes far
more than those gathered could consume.  

This seems a rather poignant message for our
current world.  The fear of not having enough,
of not having what you want let alone what
you need.  The doubt that there could even be
enough to satisfy a seemingly endless and continually growing population of
people. The desire to look out for "your own" against the vast demands of
“the other.”  But the message seems to be clear: there is enough.  If we work
together, if we ask for it, if we are willing to share:  there can be enough.
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The 5000 (not including women and children who were also taken care of)
were satisfied and there was enough food gathered afterward to feed many
more.  Maybe the truth is that there is enough but our fears hold us back. 
And there's a magic in that, in coming together and sharing what we have to
make sure that everyone has enough, that we can all be satisfied and cared
for.

I pray that this is the path that we choose to take; community, while difficult
to maintain, is how we've gotten to where we are today.  I want this to be the
lesson we are to learn here.  That, as much as we are to rely on God, we can
rely on each other as well. But mostly that we can be an extension of the
Divine in the world so that these magical events can become reality.

Kay Brannan

WHO IS YOUR

NEIGHBOR?

74



SATURDAY MARCH 28, 2020
2 Corinthians 12:7-9

7 Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from
being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this,
that it would leave me, 9 but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

I have to acknowledge all day long, that even though I think I am up
to certain tasks I also know in my heart of hearts that such tasks may
be beyond me - too hard, too complicated, too much expertise
required, or the forces arrayed against me are just too daunting.

Sometimes those forces are a matter of health, even death. And yet,
I lean back on this Scripture, “My grace is sufficient for you, my
power is made perfect in weakness.”

It’s a mantra  -  And the Lord says:

“My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in
weakness.”
“My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in
weakness.”
“My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in
weakness.”
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Often it seems that what I do is too little, too late and too
inconsequential. It seems like it just doesn’t matter. I have to remind
myself that, like the starfish in the fable, what I do means something
to the people I touch, like the single starfish that gets thrown back to
safety in the sea - even if it doesn’t seem so, and even if they don’t
or can’t acknowledge my efforts, it means something to them.

And ultimately, I have to acknowledge that I do it because my faith
drives me:  

to walk humbly with the Lord, always;
and to be ambassadors of God’s loving kindness, always;  
and who calls on me to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing, 
and to be grateful to God in all things, 
especially in the face of hardship, fear and failure. 

I think we all respond to the needs of others as an act of gratitude to
our Creator, our Redeemer, and our ever-constant companion. So let
us draw a sense of peace from the mantra:  “My grace is sufficient
for you, my power is made perfect in weakness.”

John McCauslin
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SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2020
Matthew 16:5-12

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to
bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, "Watch out, and beware of the
yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 7 They said to one another,
"It is because we have brought no bread." 8 And becoming aware of
it, Jesus said, "You of little faith, why are you talking about having
no bread? 9 Do you still not perceive? Do you not remember the
five loaves for the five thousand, and how
many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven
loaves for the four thousand, and how many
baskets you gathered? 11 How could you fail
to perceive that I was not speaking about
bread? Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees!" 12 Then they understood that
he had not told them to beware of the yeast of
bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

In thinking about the meaning of this passage, it helped me to look
at the previous chapter. There, Jesus had been admonished by some
Pharisees and teachers for not following the traditions and rules of
the elders. Jesus responds that many of these rules are created by
men and nullify God’s word. He even refers to Isaiah and calls them
hypocrites saying that “their teachings are merely human rules.”

So it seems, that in today’s passage, Jesus uses the opportunity to
emphasize that idea and to remind his disciples of God’s constant
love and care. When the disciples were concerned about not
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bringing any bread to their place of gathering, Jesus reminds them
of the feeding of the 4,000 and the 5,000. In essence, he seems to be
saying that ones physical needs will be met, using bread as the
example. Then, however, he continues by using the metaphor of the
yeast.

We know yeast to be a live substance that contains cells that
multiply rapidly when mixed with flour and some moisture. If Jesus
is cautioning his disciples to beware (be aware) of teachings that are
not of God’s word, it is because the teachings that they pay attention
to will grow like yeast in bread and thus nullify the teachings of
God’s love and care. Jesus uses the example of food restrictions
saying that it is more important to care about what comes out of
their mouths in their voice rather than being concerned about
WHAT we eat.

So, what kind of rules, spoken or unspoken of our culture /society
have people allowed to grow like yeast in their lives. We can often
hear of unacceptance and even demeaning of people of other
religions, other skin colors, other gender preferences. If we watch
the news or listen to neighbors or coworkers, we might hear more.
Then, I wonder if I am really “aware” of attitudes that I might have
that could be limiting, nullifying, God’s love and care in our world.

Dear Lord, Thank you for this teaching. Thank you for
helping us to be more conscious of cultural or societal
traditions that may nullify your teachings of love for us
and all others. May we, today, be aware of our thoughts
and choose the yeast of love above all others. Amen

Jane Schwab
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MONDAY MARCH 30, 2020
Luke 15:11-22

11 Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the
property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating;
and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he
said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and
to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to
my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' 20 So he set off and
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.' 22 But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a
robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. 

Oh. We have heard this parable of the prodigal son most of our lives
in our Christian communities. So, why is this one of the most widely
known among the parables? Could it be that there is some ancient
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truth that somehow continues to resonate in our hearts and our lives
today? First, I think of the son and wonder about me and my earlier
adulthood. I didn’t ask for any inheritance and leave! However, I
think that I expected the love and support from my parents.

They did a lot to help with my college and other needs during that
time. This is rather common....but was I grateful and honoring of
their loving efforts? I know I was not at that time. Perhaps you also
may find times that you were not aware of the love and care that
was given to you.

Then I think of the father. And, although I am not a father, I am a
parent, a mother. My heart goes out to the father who is seeing his
child making decisions that could prove challenging for his
life.....and missing him as well. I can certainly imagine the joy of his
return. Is this what true forgiveness looks like?

Heavenly Father,
We come today to open our hearts to be receptive to all of the love
and care that has surrounded us. For all of this, may we be, in this
moment, deeply grateful. And, may we look with kindness at others
in our lives, our children and others. May we be aware that they
may not always make decisions that we perceive as best. But, may
we respond to them with love and joy, just as You, Heavenly Father
have always done with us. Thank you, and may we find that heart
place of gratitude every day. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen

Jane Schwab
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TUESDAY  MARCH 31, 2020
John 6:24-27

24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum
looking for Jesus. 25 When they found him on the other side of the
sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" 26 Jesus
answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.
27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it
is on him that God the Father has set his seal." 

Having had their fill of earthly food they went seeking Christ and
found him on the other side of the sea.  They asked why he had
crossed the sea and were answered that they sought not him but
sought the food he had provided for them to eat. Christ is the food
of eternal life. He then told them not to seek food to eat, but to seek
Him, the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give you.

Rial Haman
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 1, 2020
Ezekiel 47:1-12

1 Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there,
water was flowing from below the threshold of the temple toward
the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was flowing down
from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of
the altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way of the north gate, and
led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the
east; and the water was coming out on the south side.
3 Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one
thousand cubits, and then led me through the water; and it was
ankle-deep.4 Again he measured one thousand, and led me through
the water; and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one thousand,
and led me through the water; and it was up to the waist. 5Again he
measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross, for
the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that
could not be crossed.6 He said to me, “Mortal, have you seen this?”
7 As I came back, I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees
on the one side and on the other. 8 He said to me, “This water flows
toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah; and when
it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become
fresh. 9 Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms
will live, and there will be very many fish, once these waters reach
there. It will become fresh; and everything will live where the river
goes. 10 People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to
En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be
of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 11 But its
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swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for
salt. 12 On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all
kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit
fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for
them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their
leaves for healing.”

The Restorative Waters of God

It begins with a trickle, emerging from the Temple of God. As it
moves eastward, it widens and deepens. At first, it was just ankle
deep and then knee-deep. Before long it was up to Ezekiel’s waist,
and eventually, it deepened to the point that one could no longer
cross it, at least not without swimming across the river. As the river
widened and deepened, Ezekiel could see fruit-bearing trees
standing on both sides. All of this begins with that trickle flowing
from the threshold of the Temple. Eventually, the river enters the
Arabah and the Dead Sea. Amazingly, as the river that began with a
trickle restores the salt-laden lake to life when the river waters
merge with that of the sea. Ezekiel proclaims: “Every living creature
that swarms will be able to live wherever this stream goes; the fish
will be very abundant once these waters have reached there. It will
be wholesome, and everything will live wherever the stream goes”
(Ezk. 47:9 Tanakh).  What was dead is restored life. It was
unwholesome is now wholesome, all because of the waters that flow
as a trickle from the Temple of God.
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I come to this reading from Ezekiel 47 during my sabbatical season,
which we’ve given the theme “River Crossings.” The congregation
is exploring water-related
texts, as am I. I’ve also been
visiting places that are
marked by water, from the
Rhine to the Columbia, both
of which start in the
mountains and flow in ever-
widening dimensions toward
a sea. The Rhine empties
into the North Sea and the
Columbia into the Pacific. 
These were not the only rivers and streams and lakes I have visited,
but they are important rivers.

Ezekiel wrote to exiles living in Babylon. He wrote to a people
whose Temple had been destroyed, and in this vision, he speaks of
the blessings that will come with a restored Temple. Indeed, as
Walter Brueggemann notes "whereas in the old tradition, the 'river
of life' flowed from God's garden, now in the new order of God's
presence, the river of life will flow from beneath the altar of the new
temple (47:2). The new temple is the source of new life for the
world" [From Judgment to Hope, (Westminster John Knox Press,

2019), 19]. 

Ezekiel writes to the exiles, giving them hope that God is still
present and still at work, restoring what seems dead. Yes, his
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message is that what was dead will be restored to life. I’m a bit
surprised that this reading from Ezekiel 47, which is quite powerful,
didn’t get included in the Revised Common Lectionary.
Nevertheless, there is a word here that can speak to us as we
consider Ezekiel’s message.

Jesus spoke of faith like that of a mustard seed. It starts small,
almost invisible, and yet it becomes a great tree in which the birds
of the air can make their nests (Matt 13:31-32). Here it is a river that
starts small and ends up becoming something large and life-giving,
restoring life to that which was dead, so that the fish can once again
inhabit its waters, and those who fish can make a living from their
catch. In essence, the Dead Sea becomes the Sea of Galilee.
There are a variety of ways of approaching the passage, including a
conversation about the importance of water and the ecological
importance of protecting and restoring the rivers in our midst.
Earlier in my sabbatical, I read a book by Akiko Busch titled Nine

Ways to Cross a River. Busch swam nine rivers over the course of

four summers, reflecting on the experience. She swam such rivers as
the Hudson, Connecticut, and even the Mississippi. Often she heard
the warning that the river was too dirty to swim in. People had
become so used to the rivers being dirty that they may not have
realized that restoration had occurred. She was not, however,
deterred. So she writes early in the book:

Four summers and nine rivers later, I have come to realize that
the divide I once wanted to breach is not simply personal.
Certainly that is a part of it, but traveling to these rivers and
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swimming across them has also served to connect me to the
rivers and their communities; becoming immersed in the water
of these rivers has also inevitably immersed me in their greater
stories of transformation and renewal. At nearly every river I
went to, I sooner or later confronted the conviction that the
river was too dirty to swim in. While in some cases the
warning to stay out of the river came from a knowledgeable
source, just as often it was a product of uninformed local lore;
the idea that rivers are just too polluted to swim in has become
deeply rooted in the popular imagination of the American
people. It is one of my hopes here to propose an alternative
conviction; to suggest that as rivers are reclaimed, so too can
they be restored to a function they have long served in the
human community as a place of personal renewal. I am certain
most of us are receptive to this idea. Or hint, as Robert Frost
might see it. The Vermont poet once observed: "How many
times it thundered before Franklin took the hint! How many
apples fell on Newton's head before he took the hint! Nature is
always hinting at us. It hints over and over again. And
suddenly we take the hint."  [Busch, Akiko. Nine Ways to
Cross a River (pp. 13-14). Bloomsbury Publishing. Kindle
Edition.]

Her conclusion is that as rivers are reclaimed they can become
places of personal renewal.
In Ezekiel 47 a dead sea is restored due to the inflow of the waters
that began its renewing trek in the Temple. A place where life was
impossible (and continues to be so to this day) is in this vision
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restored to life. I don’t think Ezekiel had in mind a literal river
flowing from the Temple down to the Dead Sea. I think he had in
mind something more spiritual. To exiles who were experiencing a
sense of hopelessness, came the promise of new life that came with
the infusion of water that flows from the Temple.

For us as people of God, might this not speak of the role of baptism?
Or, might it speak of the inflow of the presence of the Spirit of God?
Are we avoiding the waters of life, perhaps because we’ve heard
odd tales? I  hear in this passage an invitation to get into the river,
and swim, and enjoy the renewing presence of the Spirit. The
purpose of my sabbatical is to stop and ponder—or following Frost,
getting the hint when the apple falls on my head! May we all find
our way into the life-giving waters that flow from the Temple of
God.    

Pastor Bob Cornwall, October 27, 2019

BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON-- 

THERE WE SAT DOWN 

AND THERE WE WEPT 

WHEN WE REMEMBERED ZION.
(Psalm 137:1)
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THURSDAY  APRIL 2, 2020
Luke 16:19-21

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the
dogs would come and lick his sores. 

Luke’s Gospel speaks to my soul and to my weaknesses.  In this
Gospel, the highlights of Jesus’ ministry lie in his concern for the
poor, the ill and the needy.  Over and over, Jesus heals and speaks
truth to power.  He raises up the poor and oppressed.  In these
stories Jesus teaches, heals and empowers women – a number who
are named and acknowledged for their agency in doing God’s work
and seeking God.

Jesus tells this parable of the “rich man and Lazarus” while he is on
the road up to Jerusalem  He is teaching his followers and disciples
about what is to come and how discipleship should be carried out
after his death.  While sparse, the details setting the scene of this
parable are evocative.  The rich man lives a life where every day is a
banquet at a table overflowing with food.  His wealth is such that he
clothes himself in purple cloth, the cloth of royalty.  His is an
opulent life.  In contrast, poor Lazarus is clothed in runny sores and
he sits among the dogs.  He is gaunt and famished.  He sits there
facing the rich man’s house in abject misery but in a place where he
can be seen.
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In this story, Jesus again teaches about wealth and poverty.  In the
verses just before the parable we hear that Jesus is now addressing
some Pharisees who are living a life cushioned in wealth – Pharisees
who believe they deserve wealth because of the Prosperity Theology
many find in an improper understanding of Old Testament
scriptures.  Prosperity Theology explains that those who follow God
will reap wealth and victories over their enemies.  Prospering is a
sign of God’s favor.  Jesus tells us that the correct interpretation of
Scripture requires those who have wealth must share with those who
do not and that God’s main concern is for the poor, the marginalized
and the oppressed. 

This parable teaches that there is a use of money that is spiritually
fatal.  In the verses following verse 21 we learn that both men die
and that the rich man is permanently separated from God!  We are
not to take the descriptions as definitive of the afterlife but rather as
a warning against what dangers to the soul lie encased within the
accumulation of wealth.**

The revealed Truth:  By giving to the poor, by meeting
the needs of the marginalized, we heal our own soul. 
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Most Gracious and forgiving God,
Please know of my love for you and forgive me:
   The words needed to be said, but silenced from my fear;
   The actions to help that have been withheld due to laziness
or gluttony;
   The prayers left unattended in my busy-ness;
   The privileges I take for granted because of blindness and
selfishness.
I am so underserving in my cushions of wealth – 
Help me to be stirred to action and self-lessness.  
Set in me a fire to turn and follow in your ways,  
As Jesus has taught, Amen.

Anne McCauslin
**Craddock, Fred C., Luke: Interpretation, 1990(pp. 188-198).
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FRIDAY  APRIL 3, 2020
John 6:35-40

35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not
believe. 37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me,
and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; 38 for I have
come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the
last day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the
Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them
up on the last day."
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This reading says to me that God is very important. Without him we
will be hungry. Not hungry in the sense that we need food, but our
souls will be hungry. He will fill out lives in every way possible. He
is and has everything that we need if only we open ourselves up to
it. Jesus was sent by God to do his work, just like he expects us to
do his work for him as well. Those who come to God will never be
without the things that they need, whether that be food, water or
anything else that you may need. Verse thirty six talks about how
you have seen him but do not believe. I believe that you have to
believe in order to see. You have to essentially change your mindset
and open yourself into actually believing. 

-Ashley Balogh

“I WILL RAISE THEM.”
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SATURDAY APRIL 4, 2020
Matthew 26:26-30

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat;
this is my body." 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he
gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit
of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my
Father's kingdom." 30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out
to the Mount of Olives. 

This passage is recited during communion, and is one that all
Disciples are familiar with. We hear this every week, during
worship, and at almost every special gathering that we host. It is
very precious to us; we feel that we are actually sitting at the table
with Jesus.

Most of the churches that I have attended, within other
denominations, celebrate communion either once a month or even
once a quarter. There are even churches that celebrate annually. 

I came to Central Woodward from the First Congregational Church,
UCC, in Rochester. We would celebrate communion once a month,
typically on the first Sunday. When we did this, it was a very special
occasion. Coming to Central Woodward, I didn’t know what to
expect. Would it lose its specialness? On the contrary – it became
even more special. The ceremony was a constant reminder of the
ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made.  
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When Jesus broke the bread and then said to partake of it, we should
remember that the bread, symbolic of his body, has been broken,
and all must partake of it.  I am deeply comforted when he said that
his wine was poured out for the forgiveness of sins.

One of the concepts Pastor Bob emphasizes is to worship with
churches of other denominations.  When we get together with one of
the Presbyterian churches, at a service in their church, I find that I
truly miss taking communion during the service. I didn’t expect this
when I first started attending here, but I have found it is an essential
part of worship.

Holy Creator, we thank you for the lesson taught by Your
Son when we take communion. Every week, we get to
remember what You gave us, through your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Russell Menko
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SUNDAY APRIL 5, 2020
John 6:47-58

47 Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am
the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness,
and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so
that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 52
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?" 53 So Jesus said to them, "Very truly,
I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink
my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day;
55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever." 

As literal as this scripture seems to be written out, I feel that it is not
actually that literal. I feel like his flesh and blood are meant to give
the action some weight. Would we be taking it so seriously if it
weren't literal. If you do the action of eating his flesh and drinking
his blood then you will live forever. His blood and flesh could be
represented by milk and cookies and still have the meaning that he
intended. And at the other part, “living forever,” I do not believe
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that  to be literal either. We know that we will not physically live
forever. But instead I think we will live forever by the things that we
do that will probably be carried on by others. Also that even when
we leave this world physically, we are not actually dying but instead
our bodies are. We need to live for God and through God in order to
live forever. 

Bread of Life
Live Forever

Eat 
Live Forever

Drink 
Live Forever
Bread of Life

-Ashley Balogh
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MONDAY APRIL 6, 2020
Acts 10:9-16

9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He
became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw the heaven opened and
something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the
ground by its four corners. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed
creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 Then he heard a voice
saying, "Get up, Peter; kill and eat." 14 But Peter said, "By no
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or
unclean." 15 The voice said to him again, a second time, "What God
has made clean, you must not call profane." 16 This happened three
times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
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God gives us what we need. Why would God give Peter something
that was unclean? In Peter’s vision it happened three times. Which I
feel is trying to get the point home that even though those
animals/food were thought to have been unclean, God is instead
telling Peter that they are not and that he should kill and eat. That
maybe sometimes we take our food selections too seriously. That
sometimes we need to change what we eat in order to feel
nourished. Even if that means that we stray from what we believe in
and follow. 

God knows what we need and God will provide it. 

-Ashley Balogh
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TUESDAY  APRIL 7, 2020
John 12:1-3

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the
table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

Martha served.  How interesting
that the Greek word used by John
in his Gospel is diakonai
(served).  This is a wonderful
teaching point!  Jesus, pretty
much told Judas to step aside on
this drama before him.  It was a
teaching moment for all disciples. 
Disciples like you and me.  Like
Judas, like Mary, like all of us.  

A dear friend of mine gathered
faithful women into her home to
enjoy a celebratory gathering for
Lent.  We shared food, we shared

stories, and we learned about how Easter gatherings were
traditionalized in each family's remembrances. It was a wonderful
time spent sharing remembrances of loving friends and families. It
was lovely. It was a lovely gathering, indeed.  Yet, the most
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memorable ending for the gathering happened as we began to say
our good-byes for the evening.

Our hostess had us pair with a partner.  Each couple received a
warm bucket of water, some wonderfully soft towels and perfumed
soap bars.  We were told to remove our shoes and socks and then we
each washed the feet of our partner.  It was an event that helped us
to understand the Martha experience as a loving, personal, and
dutifully Christian way of servitude.  As we washed the other
person's feet, we began to understood the act of taking away the
various pulls of the woes and worries we each carry. Somehow each
waft of perfumery smells helped carry those burdens aside. 
Kindnesses come in packages of all sorts and sizes.  Martha's
kindness, though she bent low on her knees, stood mighty high in
the history of women's action - and to put a bow on it, by Mary
letting down her hair to wash away the lingering dust of the road.  

Rev. Susan Menlo
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WEDNESDAY  APRIL 8, 2020
Psalm 36:5-9

5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your
faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments
are like the great deep; 

you save humans and animals alike, O Lord.
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 

and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.

Rivers of Delight 

The "River Crossings" journey, which I've been on the past two
months (as is true of my congregation—Central Woodward
Christian Church), enters its third month. I have been reflecting on
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biblical passages that speak to that journey. This weekend the
church has been engaged in a series of conversations with Dr. Marti
Steussy, a professor of Hebrew Bible at Christian Theological
Seminary. In her presentation on Friday, which I attended, Marti
spoke of the Rivers of Eden. Regarding Eden, which we normally
speak of as a Garden, she suggested that we might better envision
this as an Orchard of Delights (the first humans don't dig in a
garden, they pick fruit off trees). So, as we live East of Eden
(Delight), how might we reenter the Garden/Orchard? In the Priestly
vision, that can be experienced through worship, which leads us to
Psalm 36.

The Psalm begins with a word about the transgressions of the
Wicked and what God does with them. You can go and read the
entire Psalm for yourself. I would like to focus our attention on the
middle section of the Psalm, which rejoices in the steadfast love
(hesed) of the Lord. "How precious is your steadfast love, O God!"
Yes, how precious is that love that sustains us. Then in verse 8, we
are invited to "feast on the abundance of your house." What we lay
upon the Lord's Table might not seem like a feast, but it is symbolic
of that feast laid out before us in the eschatological vision of the
messianic banquet (Rev. 19:1-10). So, we come and dine in the
Temple of God, feasting on God's abundance. Oh, what a day.

For those of us who are thirsty, there is good news. God invites us to
"drink from the river of your delights." That is because "with you is
the fountain of life." The vision here echoes that in Ezekiel 47,
which speaks of a river springing forth from the Temple, and
flowing toward the Dead Sea, refreshing what is dead. Yes, the
steadfast of God provides the living giving waters that refresh us
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when we are dry. This is the river of delights, a river that flows from
the Temple, but ultimately from the Garden.

So:
Shall we gather at the river, 
Where bright angel feet have trod; 
With its crystal tide forever Flowing by the throne of God?
Refrain: Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river; 
Gather with the saints at the river 
That flows by the throne of God. 
(Robert Lowery)

Yes, let us gather at the river of delights and drink from God's
provision

Pastor Bob Cornwall, November 2, 2019
(The picture was taken of the Williamson River, Oregon)

SHALL WE

GATHER 

AT THE RIVER
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APRIL 9, 2020  -  MAUNDY THURSDAY
John 13:1-10  -  Maundy Thursday

13 Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing that his
hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the
Father, having loved his own that were in the world, he loved them
unto the end.  And during supper, the devil having already put into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him,  Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he came forth from God, and goeth unto God,  riseth from supper,
and layeth aside his garments; and he took a towel, and girded
himself. Then he poureth water into the basin, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he
was girded. So he cometh to Simon Peter. He saith unto him, Lord,
dost thou wash my feet?  Jesus answered and said unto him,   What I
do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt understand hereafter. Peter
saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him,
If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  Simon Peter saith
unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 
Jesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth not save to wash his
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. (ASV)

There are so many lessons in this short passage: lessons in service,
humility, and the symbolism of washing away one's sins.  In the few
sentences following this passage Jesus says he expects us to wash
each other's feet which would imply he expects us to release each
other from our sins echoing, "Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us."  So we can add Forgiveness
to the list of lessons. What lesson speaks to you today?
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When I read this passage today, two phrases stuck out to me.   First,
"What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt understand
hereafter." Christ is aware that His disciples don't understand Him
because He is talking about a heavenly kingdom and they are
talking about an earthly one.  To paraphrase His words using an old
hymn, "Further along we'll know all about it, further along we'll
understand why".   This is such a comforting statement in times
when no one is on the same page and nothing seems just.  His
compassionate words apply to our own personal trials, "You don't
understand now, but be patient; you will understand."

The second phrase is "He loved them unto the end".  These are
words that need no interpretation.  Words we should repeat each day
of our life. "He loves me unto the end." 

Christine Kuhl
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FRIDAY APRIL 10, 2020  -  GOOD FRIDAY
Acts 10:37-41  -  Good Friday

37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear,  41 to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 

I have always objected to the Church’s Creeds because they seem to
focus more on the death and resurrection of Jesus and on the
evidence that he was divine rather than on his life and good works
of healing and speaking words of hope. It is as if people need proof
of Jesus' divinity rather than believing in it based upon faith. I
wonder if that is because in our hearts we really don’t want to
follow Jesus' example of an itinerant life with no ties to accumulated
wealth and a life lived serving others, by healing and loving them?
We are afraid of ending up like those who are oppressed and in
need. 

I like this summary of Jesus and his life that we find here in Acts
because it emphasizes more of how Jesus lived and the fact that the
apostles witnessed all his good works. Here we need to look back at
the Gospel of Luke (v 38b) and we will know how he went about
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"doing good." The Gospel of Luke emphasizes how Jesus went
around Judea giving hope to the oppressed, raising up the
marginalized, giving women credit for their deeds, and condemning
the ethics of the rich and entitled, who will have a hard time
entering the kingdom of God. I love that Luke credits Jesus' good
works and healing acts to the fact that it is God’s power and the
Holy Spirit working through Jesus.

I believe that God‘s power is still at work in our world and that we
are meant to work with God‘s power to do good deeds, to heal
people and to heal God’s earth, and to help all who are oppressed.
Let us take time to find the power within each of us, and as a
church, and to continue God’s good work.

Almighty God, who breathed life into this creation, and who
continues to breathe life into this creation:
Help us to become attuned to your Holy Spirit. Help us to
realize your presence in each breath we take. Then
empower us to do as Jesus did: to do good deeds and to
heal those who are hurting and oppressed. Give us the
courage, and the means, to
address truth to the powers
that oppress, so that your
kingdom grows out of our
work. 
We ask this in the name
of Jesus, amen.

Anne McCauslin

107



SATURDAY APRIL 11, 2020
John 21:4-14  -  Holy Saturday

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, "Children, you
have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." 6 He said to
them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into
the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net
full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off. 9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them,
"Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 11 So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net
was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast."
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?"
because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead. 

Sometimes in life we do things that may not work out for us. If only
we were to listen to God then maybe we would have nets full of
fish. If we believe in the things that happen the way we want them
to then we too should believe in God. We should believe that even

108



after Jesus died he continued doing the work of the Lord. Nothing
could stop him from what he needed to do. We also need to trust in
God, with where he is leading us. God will not lead us in the wrong
direction or even have us doing the wrong tasks for that matter. 

We just need to trust and follow in his way. 

-Ashley Balogh
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April 12, 20020  -  EASTER SUNDAY
Luke 24:28-36  -  Easter Sunday

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him
strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 30 When
he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to
each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?" 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34
They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared
to Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

The resurrection of Jesus is not about the resuscitation of something
already in the world, instead its about Resurrection, the bringing
about of something all together new, unexpected and unimagined; a
new and original creation, new life - from death.

As we contemplate the future of Central Woodward Christian
Church we must have the faith, the courage, and the imagination to
be a part of what is coming. To do that we have to open our hearts
and we have to listen for the still small voice of God that comes to
us when we quiet ourselves, that comes to us when we are aware
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that God is present with us and within us.  When you think about it,
faith is all about imagination. And when you think about it
creativity is all about imagination. Perhaps there is a hidden
connection between faith, imagination and creativity. But this I
know, when we engage our imagination, and when we surrender to
our faith, that is, surrender to the work of the Holy Spirit within us,
the potential for God to act creatively and generatively through us,
and to create the world anew, a world in which all can live and
thrive within the kingdom, becomes possible.

Today, we must discern and accept that the new shoots of green
growth that are appearing after the period of dormancy are from
God and are gifted to us as stewards, and we must accept that we are
called upon to nurture them with water, nourishment, and most of
all, love.  We have wandered along the course of rivers for the last
several months if not years, stepping in, crossing over, and crossing
back again. We must continue to pray without ceasing for the
guidance that can only come from God;  and when the guidance
comes - and it will come - we must be prepared to follow it. We are
a community of faith, and so its all about having faith, and allowing
that faith to work its
way out as we live
our lives, always
walking humbly in
the presence of our
God.

John McCauslin  
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